
Issue 63 August 2014

Also in this issue
Motu - old church with a future

Ethical farming in Waiapu

The occult in Havelock North

From lighthouse to chaplaincy

Waiapu's New Bishop   

Andrew William Lindsay Hedge will be ordained as the 16th Bishop of Waiapu by the Bishops of the 
Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Pasifika on Saturday 18th October at the Cathedral of 
St John the Evangelist, Napier.  

“I was excited, overwhelmed and humbled when I received the call and now there is a great sense of 
expectation about the future. To live and work across the Waiapu Diocese, to build relationships in the church 
and the community that tell of God’s love is a real privilege,” says Andrew.
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From the  
Vicar General
The Reverend Brian Hamilton

Waiapu has been fortunate to have Archbishop Philip 
Richardson acting as Commissary since Bishop David 
left for his Californian diocese.

When the office of bishop is vacant another bishop is named 
as Commissary to oversee the diocese, to authorise and sign 
licenses, conduct ordinations and other episcopal actions. 

In spite of the heavy load he carries as Archbishop and Bishop 
of Taranaki, Philip has taken time to familiarise himself with 
the life of Waiapu and to visit when necessary, which included 
involvement with the March ordination at Holy Trinity Tauranga. 

In an episcopal vacancy, as Vicar General I have managed the 
day to day affairs of the diocese and Archbishop Philip has taken 
time weekly to call me concerning the current life of the diocese,  
offering support and counsel when needed. 

Archbishop Philip is currently overseas on sabbatical and has 
named Bishop Victoria Matthews as the Interim Commissary 
in his absence. Many of us have had opportunity to get to 
know Bishop Victoria in her role as Commissary of the Electoral 
College and have found her to be a warm and caring person. 
The Electoral College Arrangements Committee, set up by 
Standing Committee spent many hours in telephone conference 
with Bishop Victoria planning the details of the special Synod. 
In addition Bishop Victoria visited the diocese several times in 
order to help us with the Electoral College preparations as well 
as presiding over a special Synod in March at Taupo.

Bishop Victoria conducted the Electoral College with a light 
hand, with humour, while keeping us focussed on the spiritual 
nature of our task.  The newly elected Bishop of Waiapu will find 
the Diocese in good heart as a result of the care of these two 
godly bishops. 

Reflection on three years as National President for the 
Association of Anglican Women - Elizabeth Crawley

Never did I dream 10 years ago, when I was asked 
to be the Hawke’s Bay Regional President for 
the Association of Anglican Women, that the 

journey would lead me to become the National President 
of the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and 
Polynesia.

I have learnt that communication is the key goal of this 
position whether by email, snail mail or verbally.

I have had the joy of meeting AAW members in seven 
Dioceses, including a visit to Polynesia, the islands of Fiji 
and Tonga. The travel has been a real learning curve as I 
have had to book my tickets on-line! I even travelled to 
Cambridge return for $1 each way on Intercity!

I have written many reports, chaired meetings, with some 
of these tasks taking me out of my comfort zone. The 
biggest challenge during my term of office was to hold our 
Triennial Conference in Napier which was a great success.

My visit to Fiji was to see how the money we fundraised to 
celebrate the AAW 40th anniversary, was spent. The object 
was to provide water tanks to enable people in the villages 
to have clean water. The visit also took me to kindergartens 
and to see the work done by the women on the sewing 
machines, provided by AAW support.

Our Circle magazine has taken on a new look during these 
three years.  It certainly is a great way to communicate 

with all our members.

I would like to quote from an article in the Circle from 
Bishop John Bluck:  “I’ve long believed the AAW is the 
Anglican organisation that is willing to lead our Church 
into areas where angels fear to tread.”

I feel very privileged to have had the opportunity to hold 
this position over the last three years.  Especially with 
a good team to help me, and the members' confidence 
behind me. Our work has been guided by our aims which 
are:
•	 To unite in prayer and to participate in the mission of 

the Church.
•	 To promote, nurture, and safeguard Christian life.

AAW Presidency Reflections

Bishops behind the scene
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The day that I interviewed both Hugh McBain and Hugh 
Ritchie it was announced that exports of New Zealand’s 
agricultural products are set to reach a record 37.7 

billion NZ dollars.  The two Hughs are farmers, neighbours, 
and both are involved at the cutting-edge of the diversified 
agriculture that continues to be so important for our country.  
At an awards night in April, Hugh and Sharon Ritchie won 
the prestigious Silver Fern Farms Hawke’s Bay  Farmer of the 
Year title, and Hugh and Di McBain the Pan Pac Hawke’s Bay 
Farm Forester of the Year award for outstanding planting since 
1974.  Mike Barham, who spoke last year at a meeting of the 
Hawke's Bay Ecumenical Rural Ministry Group, won the Laurie 
Dowling Memorial Award for five years of work with the East 
Coast Rural Support Trust that covered droughts, floods, and a 
weather bomb.

The Ritchie land near Otane has supported Farmers of the Year 
previously, as Hugh’s parents David and Sally won the award in 
1990.  Today, Hugh Ritchie farms a 2050ha unit taking in finishing 
lambs and cattle, 700ha cash cropping, cereals, seed and a variety 
of vegetables. He studied at Massey, with particular interest in soil 
sustainability, stopping degradation, and his farming practice 
now uses low cultivation and minimum tillage. Hugh was the 
recipient of a Nuffield scholarship in 2001, when he completed 
the Cal Poly irrigation training course in the US as part of a 
study of sustainable farming systems.  He favours a high level of 
technology, especially in his multi-strand approach to irrigation. 
 
The Drumpeel Farms are in the 14th season of irrigation with 
250ha irrigated.  Hugh is passionate about water, believing 
that its availability and management is the number one 

natural resource issue that Hawke’s Bay needs to get right to 
meet the future challenges that climate, environment and 
social pressures present. “What water can do for a community 
has to be kept in mind.  We [in New Zealand] are on about 
primary industries and aspects of the current Ruataniwha 
Dam debate, specifically Point 8 [referring to nitrogen levels 
in the water] are not understood well.  The dam is a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity. This whole region needs a life and 
more jobs which you get with a really strong primary sector.”  
Hugh’s concern for ethics extends to all the business aspects of 
farming, trying to foster relationships based on trust, putting 
some thing back, and getting involved. He was a Federated 
Farmers’ National Board member with portfolios including 
water issues, usage, quality and allocation. Currently he is a 
board member of Irrigation New Zealand, Foundation for 
Arable Research and a member of the Process Vegetable 
Sector of Hort NZ. He is also a member and board member of 
LandWISE, a sustainable cropping group in Hawke’s Bay.  Hugh 
and Sharon have four children, with the oldest David currently 
at Hereworth School.

I spoke to the older Hugh (McBain) in the family home at 
“Langton”, but our conversation centred on the trees at “Kahotea”, 
where his son Myles and wife Megan now live, taking over the 
farm from the end of June.  Hugh told me: “I have always loved 
trees. I came out here from England and found a farm with 
no trees.  There was no incentive in the 1970's for trees.  The 
government just wanted as many sheep as possible.  We got 
going with trees for shade and shelter for vulnerable stock. The 
pine plantations on the northerly faces are especially important 
now for productivity on difficult land.”  

About 130 tree species have been planted over 40 years, in 
woodlots, alternative species trials, shade and ornamental 
plantings. There are trees from all over the world (for example, 
Acacia Melanoxylon, Spanish Fir, and Metasequoia), including 
fruit and nut trees.  The variety is partly from interest but as Hugh 
says “It makes a difference to be in a beautiful environment”.  

Farm forests not only provide for more biodiversity and beauty 
in the landscape, but can also enhance soil conservation 
and the quality of waterways. Combining trees with pastoral 
productivity makes farm businesses more resilient to extreme 
weather and provides for income diversity.  Hugh and Di’s ethics 
are seen also in the rotation of crops: “We don’t just put in the 
most profitable crop but rotate especially with depletive and 
restorative crops.  We are not organic – that requires very high 
standards - but we try not to use too many chemicals.”

Describing the recent process of preparing to hand over the 
property, Hugh explained how he still owns the woodlots 
which will be harvested in the next ten years. His son Miles 
will continue the contracting business he has developed as well 
as running the farm with Megan.  She is a landscape architect 
and also Co-ordinator of the Genesis Reforestation Project, 
which works in local schools to inspire children to be aware of 
environmental issues. Their daughter Lucy will be the seventh 
generation on the property.  At a recent field day on “Kahotea” 
those present were able to see the native nursery plants that 
Megan is growing for planting out with children.

As the people of God, committed to caring for creation, it is 
good to celebrate the recognition of these farmers and our 
primary industries knowing that New Zealand has a sustainable 
agricultural sector for generations to come.

Jenny Dawson meets two farmers who seek to make a difference.

 Anglican Farmers and Ethical Agriculture



Rhondda Poon explains why community partnerships are important.
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Blokes' Shed blokes

Peria House, an award winning residential care facility 
for the elderly in Opotiki, is a partnership between 
Anglican Care Waiapu and the Opotiki Old People's 

Home Society.  This model of shared ownership and 
management is good for small communities.  

Small rural communities are precious: a microcosm of 
society that is close knit, with relationships going back 
generations.  It is hardly surprising, therefore, that older 
people who have grown up and raised their own families in 
this environment, wish to spend their older years within that 
same community.

This is very hard in small communities without the facilities 
to provide the necessary level of care.  Opotiki however is 
an example of a community that took matters into its own 
hands and has managed to keep up with times.

Peria House was established in 1969 by the Opotiki Old 
People's Home Society, a local committee with a passion 
for keeping people in their home town.  It ran the facility 
as a rest home until 2003, when the changing regulatory 
environment motivated the Society to enter into a 50/50 
ownership partnership with Anglican Care (Waiapu) Ltd.  This 
partnership with ACWL recognised our existing leadership 
in the provision of quality care on a scale sufficient to meet 
the new quality standards, policies and procedures.  ACWL 
now owns 50 percent of the site and business.  It also has 
the management contract to run the rest home. Rachael 
Dadson is Peria House’s full-time Manager.  

Rachael is enthusiastic as she 

describes the value of a community-owned a n d 

run rest home facility for the elderly.  “The central strength of 

Peria House is that it is owned by the community with local 

people involved in the running of the facility,” she said. “There 

is a very real awareness in Opotiki that there is a place for 

families as they grow older.  Providing the appropriate level 

of care in small rural towns is a challenge: but it is something 

that we have managed to turn into a very positive aspect of 

life here.”

Since 2003 Peria House has been refurbished, has built 13 

villas and purchased 20 pensioner rental properties from 

the Opotiki District Council, bringing in valuable additional 

income. 

Peria House also has a day programme which includes the 

award winning “Blokes’ Shed” initiative.  This is a joint venture 

project with the Alzheimer’s Society of Eastern Bay of Plenty, 

established in 2010 to help older men with dementia to 

engage in meaningful activities that help maintain strength, 

co-ordination, thinking skills, emotional well-being and the 

ability to be as independent as possible.  

Wednesdays are now Rachael’s favourite day as she looks 

forward to the Blokes’ Shed men getting involved in all the 

community projects that they take on.  “The Blokes’ Shed is 
an absolute highlight of my time here at Peria House,” says 
Rachael.  “It’s a wonderful partnership with Alzheimer’s Eastern 
Bay of Plenty and it has been an outstanding way for our male 
residents and retired men outside the facility to gather, yarn, 
make things and generally enjoy the social engagement 
with other men of the same generation.”  In 2012, the Blokes’ 
Shed won the New Zealand Aged Care Association’s Supreme 
Award for Care.  “I put a lot of effort into the presentation for 
this award,” said Rachael.  “I felt that we had a really unique 
service that addresses the special needs of our male residents 
and where the focus is on the person and achievements.”  

The Blokes’ Shed initiative has trained volunteers that support 
men who have dementia and together they build and repair 
community seating, mend and make toys and stilts for the 
kindergartens, make raised garden beds for Peria House and 
bird feeders for local gardens.  

The future for Peria House looks good.  Continuing their 
response to the community’s need for care for the elderly, 
the Opotiki Old People's Home Society and Anglican Care 
Waiapu will soon launch a capital raising initiative to raise 
approximately $2.4 million  to build new dementia care 
facilities.  About half of this amount is possibly already 
committed, with the balance left for fundraising.

The Chief Executive of Anglican Care Waiapu, Peter O’Brien, 
said that there are currently no dementia beds in the Opotiki 
area and so the partnership has reached an agreement with 
the Bay of Plenty District Health Board to meet the need 
that is currently there.  “Our staff at Peria House are already 
trained in the care of dementia patients and Anglican Care 
has developed specific policies and procedures for the care of 
people with dementia, which are implemented across all our 
care facilities where there are residents with dementia.” said 
Peter.  The plans are to add a further six beds and renovate the 
existing 31 rooms.  The number of dementia beds will increase 
over time to a total of twenty in a secure environment.  The 
plans include new nurses’ stations and lounge areas and a 
centralised Manager’s office.

Caring for our Communities

Blokes' Shed stilts
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Rhondda Poon visits Peria House, Opotiki
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A Century ago in  
Waiapu Gazette

Stephen Donald

St Faith’s Church, Rotorua, commemorated its centennial 
earlier this year. The first church of St. Faith built in 1885 
was called Te Hahi o Te Whakapono, The Church of the 

Faith, and was moved to make way for the new building. 'The 
Waiapu Church Gazette' of June 1914 reprinted the 'Rotorua 
Times' report of the opening and dedication. St Faith’s was 
consecrated in 1918.

The Opening Service.  The handsome Church, erected at 
Ohinemutu by the Maori members of the Church of England, 
was opened for worship by the Right Reverend Bishop 
Sedgwick, on 17th April, in the presence of a congregation of 
Maoris and Europeans which crowded the building. Shortly 
after two o’clock, a procession of Bishop, clergy and surpliced 
lay readers passed up the nave to the chancel, the choir anid 
congregation singing, in Maori, the hymn, Onward Christian 
Soldiers. The service, that for Evening Prayer, was opened 
by the Rev. H. Piri Munro, of Waipatu, Hawke’s Bay. Special 
psalms the 84th, 132nd, and 149th were recited in Maori. The 
first lesson, 1 Chronicles xxix, was read in Maori by the Rev. 
Taimona Hapimana (Opotiki) and in English by the Rev. 
Pine Tamahori (Waipiro Bay). The second lesson, S. John iv 
5, etc., was read in Maori by the Rev. Tame Katene, and in 
English by the Rev. F. A. Bennett. The prayers following the 
Creed were said in Maori by the Ven. Archdeacon Williams, 
and the special prayers in connection with the opening of the 
Church were offered in English by the Bishop and in Maori 
by the Rev. F. A. Bennett. 
The Bishop's Sermon. The Bishop preached from the text 
“In this place is one greater than the Temple.” (Matthew xii, 
6.) His Lordship said that wherever the Gospel of Christ 
was preached, it led to the raising of some building wherein 
the presence of God might be enshrined. Under the old 

dispensation God manifested His presence in the Tabernacle. 
When the Holy Ghost came down upon the Apostles they 
were gathered in an upper room, wherein again the presence 
of God was manifested. When, one hundred years, ago, the 
great apostle of the Maoris, Samuel Marsden, reached these 
shores, he first preached the Gospel under the canopy of 
heaven but he was followed by equally great and noble 
pioneers of the Church. Then where grew up Churches 
throughout the land it was only natural that these should at 
first be built of the material that lay at hand, of plain wood, 
and in the most simple form, but now these were making 
room for other Churches. 

They must remember that the new Church was new only 
in the sense of which God used the word new, something 
which had grown out of that which was before it. They must 
remember that this beautiful Church would never have been 
built but for the courage and devotion of those men, now 
laid to rest, who had built the old Church nearby. There was 
contained in this building all the elements of the old. The 
great faith, the great love, the continuity of power came to 
this Church. 
An offertory was taken up and the service was closed with 
the Benediction, pronounced by the Bishop. In addition to 
the clergy above mentioned, the following were present; 
Ven. Archdeacon Tisdall, Rev. A. Williams, J. L. Greer, H. 
M. Wikiriwhi (Rotorua), E. Ereatara (Karatia), P. M. Ngahi 
(Te Puke), R. Tuhuriorangi (Tauranga), M. Manikera 
(Whakatane), Te Waaka Komene (Taupo), M. Keepa 
(Tokomaru Bay), H. Pahewa (Te Kaha), T. Temuera (Otaki), 
P. Temuera (Putiki) and W. T. Fraser (Waipawa). There were 
also 25 Maori lay readers. Miss Preen acted as organist and 
the hymns were also accompanied by the orchestra associated 
with the Maori choir. The singing was very fine. 

Presentation of Offerings. The opening of the Church was 
followed by a picturesque ceremony on the marae, where 
offerings of money, from tribes and individuals were made 
in aid of the Church building fund. The Bishop and several 
of the clergy were seated at a table in front of Tamatekapua. 
On this, to the accompaniment of much gesticulation and 
a continuous succession of weird cries, large sums in notes 
and coin were deposited. One offering consisted of bank- 
notes fastened to a pole. Many individuals threw coins on the 
ground before the table, and collectors worked assiduously 
among the large crowd which formed a hollow square 
around the table, and was not concluded till about six o’clock, 
by which hour the large sum of had been laid upon the table. 
To search and view the 'Waiapu Church Gazette' and other 
New Zealand newspapers online, go to http://paperspast.
natlib.govt.nz  

Photo from H D Fuller Collection at Rotorua District 

Library showing St Faiths in original configuration without 

addition of transepts or chapel.
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Born in Malta, brought up in Yorkshire, living most of his 
life in Scotland, Sam Held is now an Ecumenical Hospital 
Chaplain at Tauranga Hospital. Sam describes this role 

as his ‘best job ever’. But there have been several careers in 
several countries which have brought Sam to Waiapu.

Sam was fairly keen to leave school as a teenager and headed 
for a marine regiment -the Royal Corps of Transport. After 
seven years he moved to the Scottish Lighthouse Service 
working on a ship that took supplies and the lighthouse 
relief to the outer islands of the North Sea. Sam describes 
the weather in that area as ‘interesting’! Something of an 
understatement. After so much time away from home it came 
time to ’get a real job’ and Sam began his career in Edinburgh 
in social work with young people and people with mental 
health issues. This was the era where training on the job was 
the norm and Sam worked in residential care whilst studying. 
As this was a job requiring some physical strength from time 
to time, an accident resulted in Sam finding he needed to 
explore other employment options. So he trained in teaching 
English as a second language and he and his family spent six 
years in Spain where he taught English to the Spanish and 
Spanish to the ex-pats. It was this skill with Spanish which saw 
him able to offer some interpreting work for ACC here in New 
Zealand in 2012.

Back in the UK at the age of 39 Sam headed for University 
–the reluctant teenage student replaced by a man very keen 
to study. A Masters in English language was followed by posts 
in Social Work and Healthcare and Management roles. This 
enabled Sam to move into consultancy in the early 2000’s 
alongside lecturing in tertiary education around leadership 
and organisational development especially in health and 
social care education in UK universities.

In 2007 came a move to New Zealand, leaving a daughter 
in her mid-30’s in the United Kingdom. And a new job – this 
time a consultancy contract in Samoa working with NZ Aid.

After working in the Management field of Palliative Care for 

From Scottish lighthouse to Waiapu hospital chaplaincy
Adrienne Bruce traces Sam Held’s long and varied life around the world to Tauranga. 

Waitemata Health Sam became the Clinical Manager of North 
Shore Hospice.

His call to the priesthood came before emigrating and was 
followed up in the Diocese of Auckland where Sam entered 
the Auckland Diocesan Training programme. All his spare 
moments were gobbled up in study including one weekend 
a month at Vaughan Park for three years culminating in his 
ordination as a non-stipendiary deacon  and  him joining the 
team at St Peter’s, Takapuna.

This was the opportunity to apply for hospital chaplaincy 
roles and Sam was ordained priest just prior to moving to his 
current position at Tauranga Hospital.

I asked Sam what was most challenging about being a hospital 
chaplain. "It is fairly relentless dealing with the sharp-end 
of life which people go through – supporting people with 
unforeseen injuries, sudden illnesses and sometimes facing 
the end of life a normal part of day-to-day ministry." One of 
the newer phenomena Sam has noted is how it is now not 
unusual to see people in their late 80’s and 90’s recovering 
after serious surgery.

A second challenge is that chaplaincy operates in a multi-
agency environment working with multiple professional 
groups, with multiple denominations and faiths. The 
chaplain walks a fine line today.

So what does this hospital chaplain do when he is not on 
duty? Nicky and Sam were married in March this year 
and have bought a property up in the Kaimais. Nicky 
works as a nurse at the hospital.

Riding motorbikes has been a lifelong hobby – 
although Sam only owns one currently, a Triumph. 
Nothing beats getting out on the bike.

Nicky is a very keen skier so Sam is about to have 
a whole new experience when he goes skiing 

for the first time ever this winter.

And Sam can be described 
as a ‘Pinko’ – left-wing 
leaning, not quite 
red - even standing 
for Parliament in 
Scotland in 2003 
and again in 2005 
prior to coming to 
New Zealand.

And now he is in 
New Zealand? ‘I am 
tempted to join the 
Labour Party from 
time-to-time’. But that 
seems to be for another 
season perhaps.

Issue 63    Waiapu News         7



Issue 63    Waiapu News8

 Centre in Rome

It was a hot sunny day at Parachute 2013 when Archbishop 
David Moxon invited Alex and myself to visit him in Rome.  
It was just weeks before Archbishop David was to take up 

his new appointment as Director of the Anglican Centre in 
Rome and at a time when we were considering what could be an 
effective way to spend our sabbatical in 2014.  Rome I thought?  
It was really the furthest place from my mind. However, the 
more we talked, prayed and thought about this opportunity the 
more it seemed right.

the Anglican Church.   When visiting Pope Francis in May 2013, 
Archbishop Justin Welby discussed human trafficking which the 
Pope had challenged the Roman Catholic Church about some 
months earlier.  As a result of continued discussions a five year 
strategy was co-signed on 17th March   to eradicate modern 
slavery and human trafficking.  

What struck me most about Rome was not so much the enormity 
of the architecture, the palazzos, basilicas, statues, fountains and 
monuments, but the work of Christ being done in this city and 
reaching out to the furthest parts of the earth.  Everywhere you 
look in Rome there are beggars, refugees, hawkers desperate 
to sell their goods to make some money.  Need is everywhere.  
So far this year 40,000 refugees have arrived in this country 
and Italy is overwhelmed by what to do with them.  Human 
trafficking is rife.  As Archbishop David said, Italy is a third 
world country dressed up in Gucci.  

While we did visit St Peter’s Basilica and view the Vatican, and 
stand in awe of the amazing architecture of such places, it was 
the Christian work going on in this city that amazed us.  Every 
Tuesday the Anglican Centre hosts people from various parts 
of the city (and world) to share Eucharist together followed 
by lunch.  We met Mary, a recently ordained English woman 
working in Rome as a GP and working part–time with Footsteps 
which aims to be church in the community; Austin Rios, an 
Anglican priest, who with his wife Jill serve at St Paul’s Inside 
the Walls where a major focus of their work is with refugees; 
Allan Moses, a visiting vicar from London who knows first-
hand about the needs of people living in a major city.  Many 
gather here to share Eucharist and fellowship and be refreshed 
for the work they are doing.

Part of the work of the Anglican Centre is to assist people with 
their research and education.  Knowing we were here to do some 
research Archbishop David arranged some excursions.

 
Jocelyn Czerwonka describes her and her husband Alex’s time in Rome

Walking down below Pal
azzo Doria Pamphilj, 

confirmed as St Luk
e’s house, where the

 

Apostle Paul was held
 under house arrest.

What I hadn’t begun to comprehend was the amazing work that 
is being done at this relatively small space on the second floor of 
the Palazzo Doria Pamphilj in the centre of Rome.  Archbishop 
David had been here almost a year and as the Archbishop 
of Canterbury’s Representative to the Holy See.  Now ‘Sir’ 
Archbishop David, he greeted us late at night through the heavy 
gate in the huge wooden doors that led into the lower basement 
of the Palazzo.  The lift was only big enough for one person and 
the suitcases, so Alex and Archbishop David took to the stairs to 
meet me on the second floor.  

Through the doors of the Anglican Centre this was obviously a 
place of hospitality but also of work, worship, prayer, reading, 
fellowship, reflection, educational opportunities and many 
resources. It began in 1966 with a vision to open a centre in 
Rome that would ‘begin the challenging task of building 
friendships, trust and mutual knowledge between Anglicans 
and Roman Catholics.”    It is a sanctuary from the hectic life 
of Rome outside the Palazzo walls but a place where prayer and 
reflection within was about ministry and mission in the world 
beyond these walls.  An inner sanctuary with an outward focus.  

The Anglican Centre in Rome is about ‘promoting Christian 
unity in a divided world’.  As Archbishop Justin Welby says:  “The 
more we share the pain and oppression of the poor and suffering 
in the name of God, the more God will draw us closer to each 
other, because we will need each other’s strength and support 
to make the kind of difference that is needed. No one of us is 
strong enough, but together we are ready for the challenge God 
is placing before us today, and we know that He will strengthen 
us so that all people may live in freedom and dignity.”  

Just in the previous few weeks an enormous step had been 
taken with the launch of the Global Freedom Network in which 
Archbishop David had obviously been a key player as talks and 
negotiations took place between Roman Catholics, Muslims and 
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Alex & Jocelyn meet three refugees  
at St Paul's Within the Walls, Joel Nafuma Refugee CentreA truly humbling 

experience was visiting St Paul’s Within 
the Walls where the Joel Nafuma Refugee Centre is based 
in the crypt.  We were still processing the emotional experience 
of visiting family in Poland and realising the impact of Alex’s 
dad’s life having been separated from his family as a 13 year old, 
taken prisoner and later becoming a refugee and being resettled 
in New Zealand.  One refugee we met was only in his early 20’s, 
separated at age 13 from his family, lived in eleven different 
countries and spoke nine languages.  He was desperate for 
work and a place to call home.  Young Christians on gap years 
from the US come as volunteers to help with the work of the  
St Paul’s team which includes offering essential supplies, helping 
to negotiate refugee status, find safe accommodation and 
helping to restore dignity to human beings who find themselves 
in such difficult circumstances.  

At the Missionaries of Charity Centre we met wonderful nuns 
who were continuing the work of Mother Theresa and serving 
the needs of the ‘poorest of the poor’.  Standing at the door of 
Mother Theresa’s room where she stayed when visiting Rome 
was again very humbling.  We weren’t allowed to take a photo, 
we were simply told to ‘remember it in our heart’.  

We walked the streets with Archbishop David having a guided 

tour on our way to the Trattoria de Gli Amici, 
a restaurant set up with the missional focus of 
creating training and job opportunities for those with 
disabilities by gaining work skills and experience. 
Later we joined the Saint Egidio community for Taizé 
style worship with special emphasis that night praying 
for the sick.  The community was established in 1968 by 
a group of 18 year olds whose purpose was to be ‘friends 
of the poor’.  Roberto, a young man we met impressed on 
us that ‘nobody is so poor that they can’t help the poor’.  

Perhaps what surprised us most of all, dug out from 
beneath the  Palazzo Doria Pamphilj where the Anglican 
Centre is located, was traditionally the room where St Paul 

the Apostle was held under house arrest in the home of St Luke.  
Today, in the city above, the work of the gospel continues and 
denominations strive to work together in unity to live out the 
mission Christ called each one of us to.  

As Archbishop David Moxon said in his “Letter from Rome”:  
‘None of us is as strong as all of us.  We can get up and not be 
afraid, together.  This is the spirit of the Anglican Centre at this 
time”.  

To find out more check out the website: www.anglicancentreinrome.
org or follow Archbishop David’s blog or Twitter@acrcentro.

Pedicures are on offer at All Saints’, Taradale at very 
reasonable prices. As another initiative to draw people 
into the building and especially to encourage people 

to linger, Julie Jackson is offering pedicures and manicures 
in the youth room as mums drop off their children to the 
playgroup or Chat ‘n Craft people finish their project.

Julie is a beautician by training and is offering this service as 
they endeavor to build more bridges between each other 
and the community. Neat Feet is,  they hope, is going to prove 
to be a neat idea!

Marsden Cross biscuits
Following on from All Saints’ bicentenary wine, they have 
launched Marsden Cross-shaped ginger biscuits. A further 
$500 plus has been raised to support the diocesan fund for 
the Marsden Cross project. More importantly, parishioners 
have been encouraged to give away the biscuits with a little 
card explaining about Marsden cross and the fact that we are 
celebrating 200 years of Christianity in New Zealand.

Soul searching  
of a different kind 

Neat Feet Marsden Cross Biscuits fresh out of the oven
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A community where all belong
Jo Crosse, Children & Family Enabler

I’ve lost count of the number of times I have introduced 
myself by saying “Hi, I’m Jo Crosse from Weber.”  It has got 
to the stage where I am introduced to people from other 

parts of the Church and they respond by asking if I’m the one 
who comes from “that little place – where is it exactly?”  Weber 
is not significant for me because of its geographical location, 
although that has an impact on my ministry, nor because of 
its size or any of the usual statistical measures.  It is the Weber 
community that is part of my identity and helps to form my 
faith and shape my ministry. Our collective life is enriched by 
the diversity of characters and the shared experiences, the feuds 
and the friendships, the successes and failures, the challenges of 
rural life and work, and the times and places where we gather 
together.  

Our children have been extremely fortunate to grow up in this 
place and amongst these people.  To go to a small school where 
everybody has to get along because they have fewer peers, where 
great value is placed on developing respectful relationships 
between students, staff, parents and the wider community, is the 
best kind of education and formation for life.  For children to 
know that their lives are important to the life of this community 
and that people are interested in what they are doing, means 
that they will always have a sense of belonging here regardless of 
where they end up living and working.

People are social creatures and being engaged in some kind 
of community is an important part of both survival and 
identity.  Until relatively recently our communities were 
primarily determined by where we lived.  We didn’t have much 
option when travel was limited to foot or horse and when 
our communication was in person or by letter.  If we were to 
focus simply on these two aspects of our lives we would see the 
ways that dramatic developments over the past century have 
impacted our communities.  Greatly increased mobility and a 
myriad of communication options mean that we can choose 

who we wish to associate with, the temptation being to choose 
those we find easy to get along with, those of a similar age and 
lifestyle to us, or those with whom we share common interests. 
Our social groupings are likely to be less diverse and require less 
accommodation of difference.  

That is a challenge for us as a Church.  We seek to gather as the 
people of God, understanding that every person is equal before 
God, and that every person has their own particular gifts and 
abilities to offer.  Our tradition depends on having people of 
all ages and stages together, sharing worship together, learning 
from each other, growing together and encouraging each other 
in faith.  We understand that part of our calling is to reconcile 
and unite, to offer hope and forgiveness, yet we often struggle 
to value diversity or to engage in relationships with people who 
we perceive as being different to us.  Ironically it is often those 
perceived differences which teach us most about ourselves and 
enhance the quality of our relationships generally.

When we talk about children’s ministry, we usually imagine 
some kind of specialised and separate activities and groups.  At 
best we tend to see children as “disciples in waiting” needing 
our instruction, or in the worst situations as a problem to be 
solved.  They are disciples now, along with everyone else.  The 
greatest gift we can give our children is to ensure that they are 
fully included in the life and worship of our churches along 
with everyone else.  Children learn best by example, so to join 
in worship, to see young people and adults living out their 
faith in social situations as we gather will be far more likely to 
influence their own faith development than anything we can 
teach theoretically. 

It goes without saying that we need to think about things like the 
language we use and that our spaces need to be child friendly; 
we should ensure that there is a children’s talk and some kind of 
related activity, and that children are encouraged to participate 
fully in our liturgy.  This in no way seeks to “dumb down” the 
way adults worship, and in fact is more likely to enhance it. It 

is surprising how often adults have reported their appreciation 
of the “children’s talk”!  It does mean that we always expect 
children to be present and to participate.  It means that we offer 
them appropriate hospitality and that we take an interest in 
them and their families, and it means that we will all experience 
the richness and blessing which comes through honouring our 
diversity and knowing where we belong.

  
A chance to meet and learn from the experts.

essy Church is a fast growing worldwide ministry 
which began in the UK about 10 years ago.  Led by 

Lucy Moore and husband, Paul, the first Messy Church 
team envisioned a service which would reach out inter-
generationally, specifically to those who don’t attend 
traditional church.   With a focus on hospitality, creative 
worship, crafts and relationship building, Messy Church 
allows families to journey together as disciples in a fun, 
supportive and friendly way. It is an exciting expression 
of church for the 21st century, with great potential to build 
discipleship, support families, and reach out to those on the 
edges of our community.  

Messy Church can be held any time where people are 
able to gather together, often on Saturday or Sunday 
afternoons, and are generally held once a month. Each 
Messy Church is a worshipping community, Christ-Centred 
and creative, giving people of all ages an opportunity 
to build relationships with God and each other, and to 
experience and belong to a Christian community. 

Lucy Moore is coming to New Zealand to facilitate five 
Messy Church conferences, and one of them is in Waiapu!  
On Monday 11th and Tuesday 12th August, Lucy and the 
team will be at St John’s, Te Puke.  To register, or for more 
information check the StraNdZ website www.strandz.org.
nz   or contact Rev. Jo Crosse  jo@waiapu.com   06 3743674.
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This brief biography by 
Patricia Brooks was for 
me full of surprises. 

Taratoa is best known for his 
actions at the battle at Gate 
Pa, or Pukehinahina, for his 

deeply Christian motive in supplying water to wounded 
English soldiers, on the opposite side in the fight. There is 
so much more. To Tauranga people he is, and should be, a 
local hero; to Christians, and especially Anglicans, a beloved 
brother; to local Maori no doubt a  noble champion; to people 
of  Waiapu Diocese, one of ours.

As one with a mediocre knowledge of the Land Wars in the 
1860’s, this reader was surprised to learn that Taratoa had 
been a pupil at the mission School at Paihia, Bay of Islands, 
some thirty years earlier, that he took his baptismal name 
from the missionary Henry Williams, that he had been a pupil 
at Bishop Selwyn’s newly founded St John’s College around 
1847 and in the 1850’s a leading teacher at the mission school 
at Otaki, for which he wrote a textbook. 

I was awed by his deeply Christian spirit and actions and his 
statesmanship among many Maori groups in the Tauranga 
area; awed too by his earnest search for a peaceful solution 
when faced with the aggressive measures of the settler 
government, determined to acquire land from Maori, before 
being driven to take up arms. 

For any reader needing a brief account, this short book by 
Patricia Brooks is ideal. Alongside his life she pictures clearly 
and in a readable fashion the whole scene of surrounding 
events. Her nuggets of information are chosen following wide 
research and in an open eyed, open hearted manner.  One 
more surprise to me, I am informed and delighted to learn 
the author is Catholic. 

Book Review

No two of us turning the pages of a fresh publication are reading 
the same story. What we notice depends on our own experiences 
and our prior knowledge of the subject.  So this review is a 
personal response.  I find the conflict over land in the 1860’s 
quite unsurprising, given the urgent and conflicting needs of 
Maori and Pakeha.  While there was gross injustice, there are 
examples of steady generosity and courage from people of 
both groups.  As one who has long held a deep admiration for 
Wiremu Tamihana, “the Kingmaker”, my attention was quickly 
caught by the author’s comparison of the two men.  Here is a 
sample,

“It is strange that Taratoa would want to distance himself 
from Tamihana, when they would appear to have had 
much in common, both were committed Anglicans, 
catechists and teachers. Tamihana, the second son of 
the warrior chief Te Waharoa was however considered 
a rebel and a troublemaker by Pakeha, because of his 
involvement in the establishment of the Maori monarchy. 
Taratoa had a more conciliatory approach.” 

Brooks alludes to the most fascinating parallel, the involvement 
of each man in setting up a pioneering form of local government 
on a solid Christian basis: Taratoa around Tauranga and 
Tamihana in the Matamata area; each venture both amazing and 
revolutionary in that time and place. 

Warning:  Do not read this book if you believe we have nothing 
to learn from our history, if you have no intention of examining 
your opinions, no concern for the struggles  and sufferings of 
our forbears, no hope for fair dealing among the people of our 
land today,  no wish to extend your understanding of human 
behaviour, no wish to be inspired by wonderful behaviour 
amidst admittedly horrible events.  But if you care and if you 
dare, go for it. I bet you’ll find the read rewarding. 

Henare Wiremu TARATOA - Noble Warrior 
by Patricia Brooks 

Reviewed by Revd Jon Williams

For Waiapu, a Tipuna to be remembered.   

A Word From Our Youth Intern

It has been two months since Tikanga Youth Exchange (TYE) 
and General Synod, and I am again reminded of the warm 
welcome to TYE, the fun that I shared with my brothers and 

sisters in Christ, and the opportunity to work together with 
friends and share the experience as a youth steward for General 
Synod.
We had morning devotions and evening worship every day. I 
found this very useful, not only to feed my spirit, but I found 
some ideas to help me as Ministry Intern for Waiapu. The most 
exciting part of TYE was the bus tour before General Synod. This 
was my first time to sit on a bus for almost six hours! But not only 
that, we had a field trip to most of the maraes, churches and 
some of the historical places in the Bay of Islands.
For me, the most important thing I have learnt from these two 
events was this phrase: “nail it”. At TYE, there were lots of things 
that came up at the last minute which I found impossible,  but 
who knows how, we succeeded. All I can say is, Thank you Jesus 
for letting me nail it! 
I also got the chance to see what the most important meeting of 
the Anglican Church looks like and how it is run. Ultimately, we 
nailed it! We achieved a successful outcome, but to improve, we 
perhaps needed more opportunities like this. 

Thank you, Lord, for giving me this wonderful experience and 
a big malo ‘aupito to the Diocese of Waiapu for giving me this 
opportunity. It was a journey of a life time. May the Lord God 
Almighty lead our pathways in His light and blessings until we 
meet again.

Soatame (back left) with Tikanga Polynesia at the  
Kiln at Kaeo.

Soatame Tu'ifua reports
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Stepping off the plane and into Kerikeri airport marked a 
transition from normal daily routine into a time and space 
set apart for the gathering of General Synod/Te Hinota 

Whanui.  This set-apart space was defined by our geographical 
location, staying together in one place, dining together, enjoying 
social time between formal business sessions.

We enjoyed a powhiri at the Waitangi Treaty grounds, a boat trip 
to Oihi Bay with an opportunity to see the almost completed 
visitor centre and path to the Marsden Cross memorial, as well 
as a feast at Te Tii Marae.  Even a fire alarm in the middle of 
the night proved to be an opportunity to generate a sense of 
community as we all congregated outside in our pyjamas.  As we 
prayed, talked, listened, sang, ate, and journeyed we underwent 
a process of collective formation and transformation which 
helped us to negotiate some difficult and potentially divisive 
subjects throughout the week.

A brief summary of some of the outcomes offers a picture of the 
range of matters addressed.  We established a working group to 
prepare for, and resource, a decade of mission (2015 – 2025).  
We celebrated the news that the future of both Te Aute and 
Hukarere looks much brighter and more secure.  We affirmed 
the amended St John’s College Trust Canon.  We challenged 
ourselves as a province to ensure that those responsible for 
investments on our behalf “…take all reasonable steps to ensure 
that the Church’s funds are not invested in such corporations 
(whose main business is the extraction and/or production 
of fossil fuels) and to ensure that existing holdings in such 
corporations are divested within two years.”  

We committed ourselves to best practice in all areas where staff are 
employed at provincial level and strongly encouraged episcopal 
units to do the same, with the “People Matter/He Taura Tangata” 
package, available online and in hard copy, commended as a 

resource to assist in this.  We recommitted ourselves 
to the goal of equal representation of women in 
decision making at all levels.  

We acknowledged the need for more care of our 
bicultural relationship and in future Tikanga Maori 
and Tikanga Pakeha will meet together outside of 
General Synod/Te Hinota Whanui to address issues 
of partnership and resource sharing.  We heard 
from the Ma Whea Commission and we eventually 
drafted “Motion 30” which made a commitment 
to progress doctrinal, liturgical, legal, cultural, 
educational and communication work so that the 
blessing of those living in same-gender relationships 
is fully recognised and provided for.

There is no denying that progress feels frustratingly 
slow at times for those of us who seek a more lively, 
inclusive and welcoming church, but to some extent 
that is a product of the way we order our governance 
structures.  There is also no denying that the long 
periods of time spent “in committee” during the 

Jo Crosse looks back on what was achieved

Reflections from Sara Crosse,  
Waiapu’s Youth Representative

As a first time General Synod representative I was 

unsure of exactly what to expect, as I landed in Kerikeri 

Airport back in May, but I can say with certainty that 

General Synod/Te Hinota Whanui 2014 was a truly 

amazing experience. 

Particular highlights for me were having the chance 

to visit the Waitangi Treaty Grounds and then the 

Marsden Cross as well as the meeting itself where I 

discovered a lot about how our church is run and 

decisions are made. 

One other part I especially enjoyed was the fact that all 

three Tikanga were there together and for me this was a 

whole new dimension, which included lots of singing 

as well as gathering a deeper understanding of other 

cultures that are part of our church. I feel lucky to have 

had such a supportive and fun Waiapu team around 

me, which was definitely helpful as I figured out the 

processes and politics involved.

As a ‘young person’ I found General Synod very 

interesting and at times very challenging. I learnt 

lots which I am thankful for.

Reflections of General Synod 2014
course of this Hinota meant that many people were excluded 
from the discussions and decision-making process and as a result 
have an ongoing sense of marginalisation and dissatisfaction.  

These things must be acknowledged and challenged; and yet it is 
also important that we celebrate what has been achieved and the 
spirit in which that occurred.  To be a part of General Synod as it 
gathers is to experience our Church in all its diversity, knowing 
our need for ongoing relationship, mutual respect, forgiveness 
and reconciliation, and most of all knowing that we gather in 
Christ’s name and in God’s mission.  For that I am thankful.

12

At General Synod:  Adrienne Bruce, Evan Turbott, Sarah Crosse,  
Erice Fairbrother, Hugh McBain, Jo Crosse, Brian Hamilton, Peter 
Minson, Colleen Kaye, Saotame Tu’ifua, outside the Treaty House
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Reading the message behind the details
Chris Malcolm

Guest Columnist

One Sunday in May Ciaran (9yrs) and I went to 
the Cathedral. During the sermon Ciaran joined 
the choristers and other children out the back 

where they watched some “funny and cool” videos.  I 
don’t remember the sermon (sorry, Howard), but Ciaran 
recounted what he saw in great detail. One was “What is 
the Bible?”  Another explored differences between the Old 
and New Testaments. Another asked “Why does the Bible 
contradict itself sometimes?” Why? “It is not about the 
detail, Dad, but about ‘What is the message?’…” “It could 
have been an angel on the tombstone, or two men, or even 
a tree, but the message was Jesus is risen!”

One of my favourite writers, Robert Farrar Capon, died 
(aged 87) last September. Searching for obituaries I found 
three videos of a ‘retreat’ based on his last book “Genesis: 
The Movie” (Google: robert capon retreat youtube). Capon 
says we have a habit of reading Scripture as a manual of 
religious instructions. He suggests we should view the 
Bible as a movie, a movie whose director is God. “When 
you watch a movie you never ask … whether the events 
depicted actually happened. Instead, you accept the 
history the director shows you on the screen.” Viewers 
watch right through, suspending judgment until the end, 
letting later scenes inform and enrich earlier ones. Then 
can we answer the question, “What is the message?”

Capon loves to quote Augustine, Aquinas and others whose 
biblical knowledge was amazing. Before the printed text 
they had to carry around a sort of internal concordance in 
their heads. Capon delights in how they make all sorts of 
leaps and connections that modern exegetes would frown 

upon. They took things out of context, but always kept 
hold of the message, the ‘big-picture’ (or “meta-narrative”) 
; from the Garden, to the Cross, to the Marriage Supper of 
the Lamb.

That same Sunday in May a letter was read out in churches 
around New Zealand, about General Synod Motion 30. I 
wonder what “message” the average church-goer took from 
those well considered and crafted words? What “message” 
will the public take from those pronouncements. I fear that 
the voices of “those who believe that same sex blessings 
are contrary to scripture, doctrine, tikanga or civil law” 
will dominate media reporting. I hope people hear of what 
Archbishop Philip described as, “a depth of extraordinary 
trust and respect” and “a unity in Christ that … enabled 
us to get to this point”. Will they get a glimpse that “the 
Anglican Church … may have done a beautiful thing” (as 
Bishop Jim White blogged)?

In our bigger Christian story the church has interpreted 
scripture in radically different ways. Changes in attitudes 
towards slavery and the place of women are often given as 
examples. Another issue that now goes under the radar is 
that of charging interest. For 1700 years the church held 
firmly to the Bible’s clear injunctions against charging 
interest. The Christian church (and the Islamic world) 
said charging any interest for loans was sinful.  People 
who supported the charging of interest on loans were 
deemed to be heretics and could be excommunicated. 
Pope Sixtus V described charging interest as: “detestable 
to God and man, damned by the sacred canons and 
contrary to Christian charity”. How would we react if our 

new bishop refused 
to ordain someone 
because they had 
a term deposit or a 
mortgage?  

When you think 
about it they had a 
point: interest charges are a cause of misery all over the 
globe, especially in Africa. The income many nations 
generate from food production is swallowed up by interest 
payments to foreign banks.

In the past 300 years, the Church has moved so far from 
that position that we don’t even remember it was a grave 
sin. Yet other issues less central to the biblical story now 
threaten to ‘split the church’. I wonder why do a few bible 
passages about sexual ethics cause such division?

This is not new though. In the 15th chapter of Acts Jewish 
Christians and Gentile converts disagreed strongly about 
what was required of Christians. Eating pork and other 
“unclean” were seen as a defilement of God’s law (the Law 
of Moses). In the end the church allowed what had been 
seen by the people of God as impure and a defilement!

The children’s video has a good point. We may engage in 
passionate debate about the detail. In the end we need to 
stop and ask, “What is the message?”
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Overlooking the tiny village of Motu, 80 kilometres 
north-west of Gisborne, stands St Paul’s Church. This 
charming Frederick de Jersey Clere building was erected 

in late 1922 and consecrated by Bishop William Sedgewick on 
26th January 1923, to become the second church in what was 
then the Matawai Parochial District. Prior to building St Paul’s, 
services were held in the school or public hall, initially by the 
missioner to railway construction workers, and later by vicars 
based at Te Karaka and Matawai.

Land had been acquired at Motu, Rakauroa and the Waioeka 
Gorge settlement of Oponae in 1917. In March that year,  
St Mary the Virgin Church was opened, also designed by Clere, 
15 kilometres away in Matawai, and consecrated in November 
1917. 

Today these churches remain classic examples of Clere’s wooden 
neo-Gothic style, with rich native timber interiors, vertical 
board and batten cladding, and lancet windows with shallow 
trefoil head in rectangular frames. Both are Heritage New 
Zealand-listed buildings.

Motu lies on an important route used for centuries by Māori 
travelling overland between Ōpōtiki and Turanganui-a-Kiwa.  
Missionary William Williams regularly traversed this Te Kowhai 
track from the early 1840s, and in 1888, Christian Hansen set up 
the first accommodation house. Clearing of land for farming, 
completion of the road to Ōpōtiki, and the prospect of a rail link 

 
Stephen Donald looks at how an isolated rural church may have a future focussed on faith, 
cycling and the environment.

between Gisborne and the Bay of Plenty, increased the local 
settler population.

St Paul’s was built in a period when Motu was an important 
transhipment point for passengers travelling by rail and horse-
drawn coach. There were seven sawmills in the district, plus 
a quarry nearby at the Moutohora railhead, supplying timber 
and gravel to Gisborne. 

With the completion of the Waioeka Gorge road in 1933, and 
the relocation of the Motu Hotel to Matawai the following year, 
the slow decline of Motu village began. The last sawmill was 
burned down in 1956, the railway lifted in 1959, and in 1995, 
the last shop closed. Motu was destined to become yet another 
rural township slowly sinking into oblivion. Extensive farming 
appeared to be Motu’s sole destiny.

Fast-forward to recent times, and Motu began to rethink 
itself. The Motu River, rising some 40 kilometres upstream 
in the foothills of Te Urewera and saved from hydro-electric 
development, was recognised as one of New Zealand’s last 
wilderness rivers. Below the township, the Motu cuts through 
the wild Raukumara Ranges, reaching the sea 35 kilometres 
east of Ōpōtiki, and is highly valued as a rafting adventure. 
The Whinray Reserve at Motu Falls, just downstream from the 
township, retains one of the best accessible stands of indigenous 
forest in the eastern North Island, and has a small population of 
brown kiwi, and now with an area of predator-proof fencing, is 
the focus for kiwi recovery. 

One of the biggest boosts for Motu is the opening in May 2012 of 
the Motu Cycle Trail, a network of on-road and off-road routes 
mostly utilising existing roads and tracks, between Ōpōtiki 
and Matawai. Paul and Carolyn Sparks, who live at Motu and 
are very involved in Waikohu Co-operating Parish, are keen 
conservationists, and have seen the opportunity to link their 
Christian faith, St Paul’s Church, cycling and the environment. 

Worship is held in St Paul’s quarterly, with fortnightly services 
at St Mary’s Matawai. The famous ‘Polar Bear’ service, held in 
June, draws people from across the parish and region. But the 
Sparks see a bigger picture, where the building can be used as a 
Christian-based facility for the whole community. 

No.1 priority is to preserve and upgrade the building, and 
funding has been received to develop a condition report prior to 
undertaking any remedial work on the church. Meantime Paul 
and Carolyn continue their strong commitment to the Motu 
community and explore how their dreams can become a reality 
for this isolated and beautiful place.

•	 For further details on St Paul’s, contact Paul and Carolyn 
Sparks pcsparks@orcon.net.nz 

•	 Motu Trails information, see www.motutrails.co.nz 

•	 More on the history of Motu http://livingheritage.org.nz/
Schools-Stories/Motu-From-bush-to-grass 

Paul and Carolyn Sparks
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Singing is Praying Twice
A series on music in our churches by Bill Bennett.

Music of the Bible

Pliny the Younger, a Roman magistrate at the end of the 1st 
century wrote (in exasperation we imagine) in his regular 
report to the Roman emperor about Christians arraigned 

before his court: They were accustomed to meet on a fixed day 
before dawn and sing responsively a hymn to Christ as to a god. 
The hymns of the early church were mainly the psalms of the 
Old Testament. Paul and Silas, imprisoned at Philippi, sang 
psalms and hymns to God at midnight, when suddenly there 
was a violent earthquake! (Acts 16:25). Paul encouraged 
the Christians at Ephesus and Colossae to sing psalms and 

hymns and spiritual songs to the Lord (Eph. 5:19, Col. 
3:16).  Matthew records Jesus and the disciples singing 
the Passover hymn at the end of the Last Supper, probably 
from the Hallel psalms, i.e. Psalms 115-118 (Mt. 26:30)
The Psalter is a remarkable collection of hymns and chants. 
Although often called ‘The Psalms of David’ it is generally 
agreed authorship was ascribed to David simply because he was 
seen as a sort of patron because of his reputed gifts as a poet 
and musician as well as his fame as one of Israel’s greatest kings. 
The psalms, like our modern collections of hymns, reflect the 
immense range of human hopes and emotions in response 
to Jahweh, the God of the Hebrews. Fifty five of them have 
the superscription ‘To the choir master’, no doubt for times 
of worship. Many also have indications as to which musical 

instruments are to be used as accompaniment, e.g. Ps. 4 – 
stringed instruments; Ps 5 - for the flutes; Ps. 12 – according to 
the Sheminith, believed to be an eight-stringed instrument. The 
word ‘Selah’ occurs 92 times, possibly indicating an instrumental 
interlude, a choral direction, a pause or a place for a refrain.
Gradually in the early church distinctive Christian hymns 
and chants evolved. The ‘Glory to God in the highest’ we use 
in the Eucharist is an early Eastern Christian psalmodic-
type hymn. Also the canticle, Te Deum Laudamus, 
‘We praise you O God’ (see p. 44 of our prayer book). 
Up until the mid 1990s synod representatives will recall that the Te 
Deum was for many decades sung at the conclusion of every synod 
in Waiapu, a final act of praise after all the business, the debates, 
the controversies and the hopes experienced over 2-4 days. 

A Fresh Perspective
Jenny Dawson

This is an election year.  Where have you been lately that you 
don’t know that! By the time you read this issue of Waiapu 
News the actual election will be only weeks away (and if you 

are involved in our Diocesan Synod which is on E-Day, you had 
better be prepared to do a special vote in advance).  

As a politically-active person, with a deep respect for many whose 
experience takes them down a different party line from mine, I 
wonder what parishes are doing to encourage responsible voting.   

Some churches have traditionally hosted meetings of local 
candidates and others have had speakers raising particular issues.  
Sometimes clergy have made clear their own political party 
position.  I am not advocating that.  It is right that we as thinking 
Christians have different perspectives in political affairs, but what 
I am concerned about is we often and noticeably avoid the issues 
that divide us.  

Here in Hawke’s Bay this year, that local issue has been the proposed 
Ruataniwha Dam.  Do we not have enough in common, especially 
through our discipleship commitment to respectful listening and 
compassionate openness  that we might venture together into what 
can be very fraught conversations?  I would love see Anglicans be 
courageous enough to try. 

As one of my kids said as a teenager: “This is a church with a lot 
of head-space”.  At our best we are, but we need a great sense of 
adventure and of bravery to be politically responsible especially 
in talking with some of the people we know well.  My bet is that 
increasingly we will both need and find a profound awareness 
of being united in Christ as we walk gingerly into the unknown 
territory of the future.

Often real talking begins over a book. Recently I read a collection 
of essays entitled “But Is It Fair?” edited by Neil Darragh.  The 36 
writers are all from faith communities. Their diversity is impressive; 
there is a wide variety of Christians and contributions from a Jew 
and Muslem. They come from a variety of backgrounds ranging 
from ministers of religion (ordained and lay) to those who are 
directly supporting the underprivileged or who are teaching. Yet all 

their vocations are essentially religious, or at least they see economic 
and social issues as being the concern of religious people.  If you are 
not sure how to vote, maybe reading this book would sharpen you 
to what some people see as key issues for us all.

If you don’t intend to vote  (and there are always cynics out there 
who say “Don’t vote, it will only encourage them") I ask you to 
think hard about whether, as a Christian, you really have this 
choice.  Faith calls us not only beyond cynicism but also beyond 
self-interest.  A couple of years ago, at a rural ministry conference 
I heard a song called “Voice of the Voiceless” (see http://www.irca.
net.nz).  It made me realise how much many of us are free to do and 
say, in a way that others are not (the incarcerated, the young, the 
illiterate, the disenfranchised).  Do we who are free have a moral 
obligation to vote, knowing they cannot, and if so are we willing to 
carry their needs in our hearts when we do so?

May God bless us as we earnestly seek conversations of hope in the 
lead-up to the two significant events of September 20th.  If we really 
do live in the scandalous generosity of God’s grace, can our trust of 
each other be of more value than remaining convinced that we are 
right (and/or left, as the case may be)?   
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Noel Hendery discovers interesting happenings in Havelock North 
a century ago.

WAIAPU NEWS is published by the Diocese of Waiapu, Bower Street, Napier  |  EDITOR: Noel Hendery email hendery@xtra.co.nz  |  DESIGN:  Belinda Barnhill  |   
DIOCESAN WEBSITE: www.waiapu.com  |   WAIAPU LATEST NEWS - a weekly bulletin of Diocesan and wider news on the website or emailed on request to belinda@
waiapu.com  |  E-NEWS is a weekly emailed bulletin of current diocesan  and wider news on the website or emailed on request to belinda@waiapu.com.  To subscribe 
email: belinda@waiapu.com  |  Deadline for October issue: 24 August 2014  |  Waiapu News is printed on recyclable paper.

“As a schoolboy in Havelock North during the 1970s, the mysterious activities of a certain 
group ‘somewhere up Duart Rd’ were occasionally discussed.  Tales of a human sacrifice and 
people levitating were among the jucier accounts of the rumoured goings on of this ‘secret 
society’.  (Michael Fowler, Hawke’s Bay Today, 30 May 2014)

Strange rituals and symbols, an underground temple, a secret utopian society, an 
arts and craft society, with origins in the Anglican community in Havelock North.

Haven’t you heard of “Golden Dawn”? I was asked incredulously by a Havelock 
North local.  And I may not have believed it was for real if I had not seen the evidence for 
myself; not directly, but by visiting a large exhibition at the MTG Hawke’s Bay (Museum, 
Theatre, Gallery) in Napier in May.  It was entitled “Dr Felkin and the Forerunners: visions 
of utopia, 1900-1930”.

“On an autumnal Saturday evening in May 1909, Violet 
Hodgkin and her family gathered with a dozen men and 
women beneath the Cypress and pine trees outside Luke’s 
Anglican Church, Havelock North.  The Reverend Allen 
Gardiner unlocked the church door and the group entered 
the vestry where, Violet recalled, ‘The deep shadows of the 
woodwork enwrapped us and meeting began.  Quakers, 
Anglicans, Theosophists – many of them forerunners – 
adopted the Quaker practice of worshipping in silence 
until someone was moved to speak."

“Though Violet was a Quaker, the experience was unlike 
anything she had ever known.  She was in an Anglican 
Church, not a Quaker Meeting House on a Saturday 
evening not a Sunday with friends who were Anglicans 
and Theosophists.  In that single hour, Violet wrote, the 
different denominations ‘seemed to unite in a reality 

 
beneath and beyond and above all forms.'

“The power of the interdenominational group’s silent fellowship reverberated on the 
other side of the world. In 1919 two English clergymen – the Reverend Charles Fitzgerald 
and Cyril Hepher – attended meetings at St Luke’s.

“Fitzgerald was an Anglican minister.  He was also a member of the occult Order of the 
Stella Matutina founded in 1903 by Dr Robert Felkin.  Fitzgerald believed the Havelock 
North group required a leader, and  knew just the man. 

On the 12th October 1912 Dr Robert Felkin, his wife Harriot and daughter Ethelwyn left 
London for Havelock North.”  (MTG HB)

While many people would be familiar with Dr Felkin’s 
Havelock North arts and craft home, Whare Ra (built 
by James Chapman-Taylor), some may be less familiar 
with the ideas and practices of the Order of the Stella 
Matutina “which spiritually curious New Zealanders 
discovered in the temple and vault beneath this house,” 
MTG social history curator Georgina White told The 
Napier Mail.  “For the members of Felkin’s inner order, 
the vault played an integral role.  This was the place in 
which advanced members endeavoured to commune 
with the spirit realm.”

“The exhibition presents a local example of a global 
story about utopian movements, the invention of 
gurus’ and humanity’s hopes at the dawn of the 
twentieth century,” Georgina concluded. 

White wrote "The Anglican Church is indeed a broad 
church. "

A reconstruction of a wall of one of the Whare Ra vault walls, 
which included Hebrew letters, astrological signs, planets and other 

symbols.
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