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During Top Parish, participants took the opportunity 

to write messages of support to Christchurch and the 

families affected by the recent terriorist attacks.

With this year’s gathering in Rotorua marking 40 years since Top Parish began in 
the Waiapu Diocese, there was a definite ‘blast from the past’ element to the 
2019 event.

It was such a delight to have some of the original planning team from the very first Top 
Parish – held in Napier in 1979 – involved in this year’s celebrations.

continued on page 5...
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From Bishop Andrew

Archbishop Fereimi Cama the newly ordained 

Anglican Bishop of Polynesia and Co-Leader of 

the three Tikanga Church.

I wasn’t sure what to focus on during Lent this year as Ash 
Wednesday rolled around again. Was it to be a fast from 
treats or a discipline of intentional prayer?

Nothing seemed to be revealing itself as an inspiration, but 
on reflection the events of this Lent have revealed a theme of 
‘Intentionally Standing Together’.

In the days following Ash Wednesday Raewyn and I travelled 
to Suva, Fiji, to attend the episcopal ordination of the Most 
Rev’d Fereimi Cama, Archbishop of Polynesia.

Along with the Bishops of the Province and many laity and 
clergy from across Polynesia we celebrated a wonderful 
occasion in the life of the church as we stood together in the 
Cathedral of Suva.

The unity of our life together was expressed through our 
commitment to supporting Archbishop Fereimi in prayer and 
our sharing in the Eucharist together. 

On our return from Fiji we entered back into life in Waiapu 
and within two days were reeling with all of Aotearoa at the 
news of the tragic killings in two mosques in Christchurch.

Disbelief, grief, compassion, concern all flowed in a myriad of 
ways in those first hours of the news of the killings. As a nation 
we quickly showed that we can stand together in support of 
our Muslim sisters and brothers across communities, cultural 
diversity and religious difference to declare together that 
love stands to conquer hatred and evil, light shines to banish 
darkness and hope overwhelms grief and despair.

I, like many, was able to be present at a number of memorial 
ceremonies and interfaith services to express the care, 
kindness and compassion of a nation in the following 
weeks. Standing together has also meant focusing on how 
we respond to any act of racism, violence, xenophobia or 
injustice beyond the intensity of interest that followed the 
mosque attacks.

We must continue to call out the small, even casual, moments 
where we witness these acts that diminish life and our 

relationships with one another, and promote peace with and 
for one another.

In the week following the attacks Waiapu hosted the Tikanga 
Pakeha Ministry Council meeting in Tauranga. We began our 
time together by spending the morning exploring the land 
and stories connected with the apology given by the Church 
to Nga Iwi o Tauranga Moana for the loss and yielding of the 
Te Papa lands.

We stood together at The Elms, Otamataha Pa and Gate Pa and 
listened to the stories of the people from the 1830’s through 
to today whose lives have been shaped and moulded by the 
relationships and decisions of the past. The experience of 
being together in that morning was a reminder of how the 
relationships we share today are influenced by the past and 
that the work of reconciliation is often complex and long-
lasting but nonetheless worthy of our full commitment as 
part of the body of Christ.

My final reflection on this theme has come from our hosting 
of the meeting of the House of Bishops in Havelock North 
recently.

A focus for the meeting was to provide time to develop our 
relationships across the bishops. As host this gave me some 
latitude to develop a programme that included some time 
meeting in our home, at Hereworth School, Te Aute College, a 
walk and run to the summit of Te Mata Peak and a memorable 
Eucharist at Mangakuri Station.

We attended to our business but more importantly attended 
to our relationships as well, which will help us to stand 
together across the church with confidence and trust in one 
another. 

My experience of Lent this year has been about standing 
together, praying together, witnessing to love together – all of 
which are disciplines that require attention and commitment, 
focus and energy throughout the whole year.

What gift has Lent caused you to focus on this year? 

Archbishop Don Tamihere in the background speaking to the House of Bishops at Te Aute College with a statue of Sir Apirana Ngata in the foreground.
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Around the Diocese

Bishops from across the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, 

New Zealand and Polynesian met in Hawke's Bay 

in April. During their visit they attended a Eucharist 

service in the chapel at Mangakuri.

Soatame (Tame) Tu'ifua and Ana Matato 
were married at Holy Trinity Anglican Church 
in Otahuhu on December 29. Tame was our 
Waiapu Ministry Intern in 2014, based in Taupo. 
He is now serving as an ordained Anglican 
priest in Tonga.  

Janene Barnes, Lorraine Venning and Jacqui 

Davis from the Napier office (along with Molly the 

office dog) are seen here showing their support 

for the Link Arms Aotearoa campaign which ran 

through March. The Stop the Bus Charitable Trust 

asked people around the country to link arms to 

demonstrate their commitment to caring for the 

wellbeing of our children and recognising it takes 

‘communities’ to do so.

During the Mangakuri service attended by 
the Bishops, the first edition of a new reprint 

of The Prayer Book was received. It was 
signed by all the Bishops of Aotearoa, New 

Zealand and Polynesia.
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How to Be a Sinner:  Finding yourself in the language of repentance.  
Peter Bouteneff (Yonkers, New York:  St Vladimir's Seminary Press, 
2018). 215 pages. 

Reviewed by Reverend Deborah Broome. 

Just occasionally, browsing in a bookstore, I have picked up 
a book almost by accident that turns out to be something 
that leaves quite an imprint.  How to Be a Sinner was one of 

those.  Bouteneff, who teaches ancient and modern theology and 
spirituality at St Vladimir’s Orthodox Seminary, where he is Professor 
of Systematic Theology, writes clearly and engagingly about the 
identity we all share: as sinners.  Somewhat surprisingly, he sees this 

Book Review

– and helps us to see it too – as good news.  His view is that coming 
to grips with our sinner identity actually frees us to love God, others, and ourselves better.  
Grappling with questions about our willingness (or otherwise) to look deeply and critically 
at our thoughts and actions can lead to a humility and an inner peace which brings about 
flourishing.  Part of this is the sense of freedom, and the assurance of being loved by God that 
comes with acknowledging who we are – as well as an absence of judgement and compassion 
for others.  We are all sinners.and despair.

Bouteneff seeks to show us “realistic, useful, and healthy ways to understand ourselves within 
the dynamic of sin” while at the same time avoiding the destructive and unhelpful ways of 
which he is well aware.  The sinner language and identity can go wrong: seeing ourselves as 
sinners can be neurotic, destructive or prideful – but it can also be part of a journey towards 
healing.

He includes helpful discussions of guilt and shame as well as a section on why (since God is 
merciful by default) we should ask God for forgiveness.  Spoiler alert: part of the answer is 
that it says something about us.  A plea for forgiveness is a sign that we are willing to receive 
forgiveness. The book is full of examples from real life (including the author’s own life) and 
practical suggestions.  It concludes with two theological appendices setting out Bouteneff’s 
understanding of the Church’s basic teachings about human nature and about sin, drawn from 
his Orthodox perspective. These were useful, and include reflections from the Psalms on “the 
Experience of Being a Good-but-Fallen Person”.   There is also a number of selected prayers 
which may be helpful. 

I bought this book for the diocesan library, and it is available there – but I have since ordered my 
own copy so I can reread it whenever I want.  It really is that good.

Quote
“Coming to understand yourself as a sinner heals you because it lets you acknowledge a truth 
about yourself.  It bolsters your consciousness of goodness, beauty, and God.  It breaks the 
logjams that separate you from your true self, from your fellow humans, from God, and from 
the created world.  It is the beginning of your inner acceptance of God’s all-encompassing and 
unconditional love.  It sets you free.”  (p152)  

This book is available from the diocesan library.

Coming on board as editor of Waiapu News is a real delight for me – an opportunity to 
play a small part in celebrating the life and vibrancy of the Anglican Church across this 
diocese.

I’m very much a product of Waiapu. My early memories include weekly worship at St Luke’s in 
Rotorua where, in the early ‘80s, my father Noel was a ‘self-supporting’ (i.e. unpaid) member 
of the local clergy.
I also have fond childhood memories of visiting Central Hawke’s Bay, where my grandfather, 
Bill, was Vicar of Otane.
Dad later moved into fulltime ministry and we moved to Napier where his roles over the 
years have included serving as Dean of Waiapu and, funnily enough, editor of Waiapu News. 
It seems the apple doesn’t fall far from the tree.
Noel is currently avoiding retirement, acting as Vicar at Havelock North, while my uncle Alister 
is the Vicar of St Matthew’s in Hastings. So there’s no shortage of Hendery family support and 
experience to call on when it comes to overseeing this particular publication.
It’s especially poignant to be taking up the editor’s reins as we celebrate 40 years since Top 
Parish began in the diocese.
Thinking back to my childhood in the early ‘80s again, I attended what would have been 
about the third and fourth Top Parishes, and it’s interesting that some memories from those 
events remain vivid today.
One of the organisers back then was David Moxon, our former Archbishop. Sir David couldn’t 
be at this year’s Top Parish in Rotorua, but sent a video greeting to those who were there.
“I am absolutely thrilled that it’s lasted for so long and is still a vital and vibrant way of meeting 
and greeting,” he said.
In his message he talked about the event’s special characteristics and how the wide games 
and large group activities everyone takes part in at Top Parish embody the spirit of the 
Church. They are a celebration of the participants’ strengths and gifts, and their combined 
capacity to work together as a team in an environment of friendly competition.
Archbishop David also made the point that Top Parish is more than just an opportunity to 
have fun and make new friends. It’s also a chance for our young people to unite for worship 
in a way that helps forge a sense of the Church being bigger and stronger than the sum of 
its parts.
It’s for all those reasons that the event has endured. It’s also why – for us oldies who attended 
decades ago - the memories and the wairua of Top Parish have stuck with us through the 
years. Long may it continue.
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Top Parish 2019: Celebrating the Past, Present and Future
 By Jocelyn Czerwonka  

 Bishop for the Day - Tarati 
Tukaki from Hukarere School

...continued from page 1

Colin Dale, Chris Mills and Michael Hughes joined in the activities, along with their wives 
Delanee, Anne and Carol, and of course our very own Tim Anderson. It was wonderful 
hearing them reminisce about the early days.

The rain held off for us as eager participants put all their effort and energy into the march-
past, games, and competitions. It was wonderful to see the generations taking part together.

We had school teams from Hukarere, Te Aute, and St Matthew’s in Hawke’s Bay, a team from 
as far away as Dannevirke, very energetic teams from Taradale/Napier, a composite team 
from Kawerau, Papamoa Mission and Otumoetai, a Golden Oldies team and some of our 
youngest teams from Messy Churches in Rotorua and Ngongotaha.

The weekend included lots of fun, lots of laughter and definitely many new friendships 
made.  

In 1997 John and Bonnie Hebenton, along with a group of others, including the late Rev’d 
Danny Te Hiko, were responsible for reviving Top Parish after a six-year gap.

John and Bonnie were our emcees for our evening of celebrations. Apparently there were a 
few teary eyes from some golden oldies as we watched video greetings sent by Archbishop 
David Moxon and Bishop David Rice.

The oldest attendee who participated in Top Parish 1979 and the youngest participant in 
2019 were invited to be our cake-cutters. Colin Dale from Auckland and 8-year-old Abbagail 
Keogan, part of the Messy Mud Monsters team from St Luke’s Rotorua, together cut the 
beautifully decorated cake. 

After a day of nominations, Kahoot-style 
quizzes and amazing speeches, Tarati 
Tukaki from Hukarere Girls School was 
elected Bishop for the Day. Tarati’s big 
beaming smile won the hearts of many 
as she helped lead worship with Bishop 
Andrew on Sunday morning.

Many of you will remember Kristy Boardman who grew up in Waiapu, and was both Youth 
Intern and part of the pilot group for Leadership Training for Youth (LT4Youth), now known as 
The Faith Project.

Kristy now lives in Christchurch where she has almost finished her Bachelor’s degree in 
criminal justice and is very involved in youth social justice. She was our guest preacher and 
encouraged us all to discover where God is leading us, and to trust in Him to get us there. She 
talked about how Waiapu helped shape her faith, how being a youth intern and participating 
in LT4Youth opened her eyes to the Five Marks of Mission (particularly social justice), and how 
God has led her on her faith journey.  

Perhaps one of the most moving moments at the Sunday service was when we stopped to 
pray for the families and victims of the Christchurch mosque shootings. A banner made by the 
Top Parish young people over the weekend was blessed and given to Kristy to take back to 
Christchurch, along with our aroha and prayers.  

Our weekend ended with the prize giving and celebration of all those who had taken part. I 
wonder what the next 40 years will bring?Winning Banner - All Saints Taradale

Cake cutting with Colin Dale and  

Abbagail Keogan

Hukarere Girls competing in the sack 
race
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 Celebrating 40 Years By Jocelyn Czerwonka, Waiapu Koru Ministry Leader

Now four decades later we’ve just had the 40th celebration of Top Parish in Waiapu.  

I’m not sure which diocese can claim the honour of being the first to run Top Parish, but the 
event was introduced to Waiapu from some keen young youth leaders who came from the 
Waikato, Colin and Bruce Dale.

The Dales worked with members of the Diocesan Youth Council at the time, including Tim 
Anderson who is now Principal of St Matthew’s School in Hastings and probably the longest 
supporter and attending member of Top Parish in Waiapu.

Tim remembers that first event was held on “a very wet day, so all the events were moved into 
the Cathedral hall”.

First Waiapu Top Parish service 1979

St Luke's Rotorua Team 1985
Taradale, Napier Team 1998

If you remember the old Top Town television show from the 1970’s then you will have 
some idea of the origins of Top Parish.

On Top Town, teams from towns around the country raced against each other to be the 
first to complete quirky obstacle courses in an Olympic Games-style competition.

The show gave rise to the wonderful idea of Top Parish – an opportunity for teams of young 
people to gather from all over the diocese to enjoy a day of competitions and games and to 
finish with worship and prize giving.

I can’t attest to being around for the very first Top Parish in Waiapu in 1979, but both my 
husband Alex and I have great memories of being members of the Wanganui teams taking 
part in Top Parish in the Wellington Diocese in the mid 70’s.

Top Parish 
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Archbishop Sir David Moxon, at the time a curate at St Luke’s Havelock North, was also deeply 
involved in the formation of Top Parish in Waiapu.

Archbishop David had hoped to join us for the 40th celebrations in Rotorua but instead he 
did the next best thing and sent us a video of congratulations and his own reflections of Top 
Parish.

“I am not surprised it has lasted this long because it (Top Parish) is full of good things,” he says 
in the video.

The good things he reflects on are the building of relationships amongst young people and 
across tikanga, working together as teams, worshiping together and realising that we all 
belong to something bigger than our own patch. 

Those worthy attributes were again on display at Rotorua’s Keswick Christian Camp on the 
weekend of March 29-31 when the Top Parish banners were raised once again as young 
people and leaders gathered, sang out their chants, competed for trophies and came together 
in worship and prayer.  

Gisborne Group vs Whakatane Team 1999

Waipukarau Team 2001 - Bishop Murray Mills left

Dannevirke Team 2006



8 Issue 81  Waiapu News

Anglican Care Waiapu
Focused on Building an Organisation Skilled in Community Development

Chief Executive Lucy Laitinen outlines ACW’s new five-year strategy.

In December the Waiapu Social Services Trust Board approved a new five-year strategy for 
Anglican Care Waiapu. In February the strategy was presented to the Standing Committee. 

The new strategy lays the foundations required to transform ACW into an organisation that 
is more skilled in community development.

We will increase the use of quantitative and qualitative data to make informed decisions about 
our services to get the best results for clients and the communities we work with.  Through 
its commitment to excellence, ACW will continue to attract high quality staff and volunteers 
and will be recognised for its best-in-class practice in all its services and programmes.  Well 
maintained assets and robust systems, processes, and policies will support this work. 

We want to support parishes in Waiapu in practical ways to be more heavily involved in 
community service, instilling a sense of pride and ownership in ACW as the diocese’s social 
services arm.

The strategy has a high up-front financial cost to strengthen our organisational foundations 
and invest in innovation. We are in a privileged position after the sale of the rest homes and 
retirement villages to make that investment, which, over time, will position us to pursue new 
partnerships, funding streams, and opportunities and ultimately support the wellbeing of 
more individuals and communities.

As part of the strategy process, the Board reviewed and refreshed ACW’s vision, purpose, 
mission, and values to better reflect the heart of the organisation and our aspirations:

Vision:  “Fulfilled Lives, Connected Communities.”

Purpose statement:   (the “why” behind our existence): “ACW is the social services arm of the 
Anglican diocese of Waiapu, partnering with our parishes and communities to nurture lasting 
transformation.”

Mission statement:  (how we do our work): “Living the gospel through loving service.”

Values (the values that guide our work and behaviour): vitality, integrity, compassion, and 
respect.

“Commit your work to the Lord, and your plans will be established” (Proverbs 16:3)

Tamariki at Waiapu Kids Te Hapara Whānau Aroha developing their 
literacy skills
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Hui brings ACW Leaders Together

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that 
by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and 
perfect. (Romans 12:2)

In early March, all of Anglican Care Waiapu’s service and programme managers (the 
operational management team) came together with the senior leadership team in 
Napier for two days for our second annual leadership hui.

We attended the ecumenical Ash Wednesday service at the Cathedral, had a shared 
breakfast with the diocese’s shared services team, talked about our new strategy, listened 
to devotions on new wine skins and the image of God, and had sessions on organisational 
priorities.  We are blessed to have such a passionate and committed group of leaders.

ACW leaders and members of the diocese’s shared services team

Strategic Objectives

A. Demonstrate impact

Intended outcome:  ACW is able to demonstrate the effectiveness of our services and 
programmes through quantitative and qualitative data. ACW is able to use this information 
to make informed decisions about our services and interventions to get the best results for 
the clients and the communities we work with.

B. Facilitate community development

Intended outcome:  ACW has a greater ability to contribute to the achievement of community 
aspirations through intentional community relationships, a stronger geographic footprint 
in specific communities, and initiatives that respond to the needs of those particular 
communities. 

We will look to build our services into hubs where we can work closely with other partners 
to wrap support around individuals and whanau. 

C. Excellence in practice

Intended outcome:  ACW services are best-in-class, leading to successful outcomes for our 
clients. ACW is able to attract high quality staff and volunteers and is recognised for its 
strong practice in its chosen sectors.

D. Partner with parishes

Intended outcome:  Parishes in Waiapu are supported in their community development 
initiatives through practical project support, joint funding, and/or peer support.

ACW’s services and programmes largely grew out of parishes. We respect and cherish those 
roots but we feel it is time to reinvent our relationships with parishes to reflect the way we 
are now.

We see this happening in two ways: through ACW supporting parishes in their projects and 
initiatives and parishes supporting ACW services and programmes through volunteering, 
pastoral support, prayer, and donations.

We are now recruiting a staff member to support parishes with advice, and/or developing, 
managing, and evaluating parish-led projects and initiatives. 

ACW and parishes will have access to a special fund that has been put aside for this purpose. 
My managers will also be actively seeking to involve, or further involve, parishes in their 
services where possible.  Please don't be shy about coming forward with ideas.
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 Regional Dean
David van Oeveren (Hawke's Bay/Eastland)

Let’s Hope We Have Some Innocence Left

My earliest recollection of a national loss of innocence relates to the events of July 10, 
1985. We all gathered around the news of the sinking of the Rainbow Warrior at the 
Port of Auckland on this date.

I remember going down to the wharf with friends and watching on in disbelief. How could this 
have happened in our town?

It must have been around this time that my political awareness and social conscience also 
came to the fore as 1985-1986 was the era of homosexual law reform, which I distinctly 
remember as a time I made a stand.

I know there were other significant events in the early 1980’s such as the Springbok Tour of 
1981, but these did not register in my political awareness, social conscience or understanding 
of national loss of innocence.

For those older than me, I am telling you nothing you don’t know. For those younger than me, 
these were times before ‘social media’, mobile phones, instant Stuff, Herald or Newshub alerts.  
The newspaper, radio (National or 1ZB), or the 6pm television news were how we learnt what 
was happening in the world.

Therefore, Friday 15 March 2019 was a day of political and religious awareness, a day of 
personal and national loss of innocence, when our social conscience was sharpened.

Where were you? This will be the question we ask in years to come! I had been catching up with 
a friend, a people’s warden from a previous parish. A glass of coke and a chat on the Napier 
foreshore.  I drove home to find my family gathered around the TV. “What’s the TV doing on at 
this hour?” I enquired. The response: “Dad, haven’t you heard?”

The Christchurch mosques massacre, a hate crime, a crime of fear, an act of terrorism!   
A gunman walked into two mosques and killed 50 people.

Michael Leunig offers us this prayer:

There are only two feelings. Love and fear. There are only two languages. Love and 
fear. There are only two activities. Love and fear. There are only two motives, two 
procedures, two frameworks, two results. Love and fear. Love and fear. Amen.

15 March was another loss of personal and national innocence. Maybe it was the end of our 
innocence, but I still hold out hope that we have some innocence left in this nation. Even after 
this heinous hate-filled mass murder, there must still be hope. Hope in love.

There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear, for fear has to do with 
punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. A real love for 
others will chase those worries away. The thought of being punished is what makes 
us afraid. It shows that we have not really learned to love. There is no room in love 
for fear. Well-formed love banishes fear. Since fear is crippling, a fearful life – fear of 
death, fear of judgement – is one not yet fully formed in love. [1 John 4:18.]

It is time to stop fearing our differences, the otherness that bites. Now is the season in which 
we must embrace in love all of humanity, acknowledging and accepting our otherness and 
respecting our differences.

The challenge for each of us is to embrace in love that which is different. Do not cast your eyes 
to the ground when someone wearing a gang-identifying patch is in the car next to yours. Do 
not cross the road when a woman wearing a hijab walks towards you, and do not leave the 
church over issues of gender, class, orientation, race or creed.

In the weeks and months to come, make an effort in faith to love the otherness. Smile at the 
stranger, wish someone you normally would not a friendly greeting, invite and be open to 
being invited into conversations with the different other.

Michael Leunig prays again:

God help us to change. To change ourselves and to change our world. To know the 
need for it. To deal with the pain of it. To feel the joy of it. To undertake the journey 
without understanding the destination. The art of gentle revolution.
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Being Anglican

The first in a series of articles reflecting our denomination, written by an unapologetic Anglican.

The Rise of the Kiwi Eucharist 

Every Sunday is a sort of mini Easter.  Easter is the heart of our faith, and the Eucharist is 
at the heart of being Anglican. But it wasn’t always so.

I looked back at the attendance records of our Cathedral once to see what things were 
like in the “good old days” when everyone (apparently) went to church.

I discovered that in the 1950’s, for example, the biggest service of the day was evensong.  
About 200 people attended that service. The second most attended service was matins at 
11am, with 100 to 150 attending. The smallest service was the 8am communion service, 
usually with twenty or less.

In the early 1960’s I was living in an Anglican university hostel across the road from Auckland 
Cathedral. Many of us went across to the main morning service at 11am. It was still often 
matins, although by then communion was also sometimes replacing matins as the main 
service. A change was starting to take place.

What caused the dramatic change? In three words: “the new liturgy”. Remember those little 
grey booklets that came out in the 1960’s with the first modern New Zealand Eucharist service? 
– the original version of Thanksgiving of the People of God (page 404 in the Prayer Book that 
finally came out in the late 1980’s).

For the first time, we had an Anglican service in the language of our own culture and our own 
century. We loved it. Some of our best musicians, like John Wells, put parts of it to music.

It became “our” service in almost every parish. Naturally, there was opposition, but this was 
generally coped with by having occasional “traditional” or “Prayer Book” services. But the 
momentum was unstoppable.

And, because the one new service was a eucharist, it rapidly replaced matins and the 
traditional communion service. At the same time, Sunday cinema and television were killing 
off evensong.

When the new NZ Prayer Book, officially approved by General Synod in 1988, spread across 
the country, it contained not only the “People of God” eucharist, but other options. It also 
contained a modernised version of matins and evensong, but by then the die had been cast 
and we were wedded to a morning eucharist as our main (if not only) form of worship.

At the same time, other changes were taking place, some even more significant than ladies 
defying St Paul and not wearing hats in church. (“Any woman who prays or prophesies without 
something on her head brings shame to her head.” [1 Corinthians 11:4])

The Reverend Noel Hendery

Lay people were starting to administer the chalice and read the Gospel; altars were being 
moved out from the wall and the priest was facing the congregation; priests were replacing 
their cassock and surplice with white albs; women were being priested.

There was also a freeing up of what could be included or excluded from the service. If you read 
the small print in italics in your prayer book at the head of each section, a lot of the instructions 
use the word “may”. The Gloria “may be said or sung here”, the confession “may” be used, one of 
the three creeds “may” be said. Other parts, like the intercessions are not optional.

Initially, no one was allowed to use a Prayer of Thanksgiving (The Prayer of Consecration) other 
than the ones in the Prayer Book. Then General Synod allowed the use of a number of other 
official versions. Then it allowed the use of any version, provided the Bishop approved. Now 
even that rule has been relaxed.

I love our Kiwi eucharists and tend to be fairly conservative in following the Prayer Book. 
However, I do break the rules in one place because I don’t agree with the theology.

When you are invited to receive Communion, I am supposed to say: “Draw near and receive the 
body and blood of our Saviour Jesus Christ in remembrance that he died for us.”

I believe our faith should not focus just on Christ dying for us. Jesus also taught us how to live 
and he continues to be with us day by day. So I say: “… in remembrance that he lived, died and 
rose for us.”

I’m sure the Bishop would forgive me.
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John turned 60 in February last year and, as a birthday 
gift, I promised to walk the Milford Track with him 
before he reached 61.

Knowing that the track was busy, we began planning early 
and decided to go with a hiking company who would arrange 
hut tickets for us. We also decided to go as independent 
walkers, carrying our own packs and gear – real tramping. 

We later learned that guided walks are the traditional way of 
going. Milford Track was completed in 1908 and guided walks 
were the only option available until 1965 when the Otago 
Tramping Club staged a protest walk which lead to opening 
the track to independent walkers.

As we passed the first Lodge on day 1, and looked in at the 
fully stocked bar and the couches in the lounge, we did 
wonder if we had made the right decision. 

More than 14,000 people do the 53.5km walk each year. 
Ninety people per day make the boat journey from Te Anau 
Downs to Glade Wharf to begin this magnificent walk. DOC 
huts host 40 per night and lodges for guided walkers host 50. 

Milford Track: Spectacular Views, Torrential Rain

In Māori legend, when Tu-te-raki-whanoa had finished 
creating the landscape of Fiordland, it was absolutely 
stunning ... so stunning it stopped people from working. They 
just stood around gazing at the beauty. The goddess Hine-
nui-te-pō became angry at these unproductive people, so 
she created the sandfly to bite them and get them moving.

From the second we stepped off the boat at Glade Wharf the 
sandflies had that effect on us. They swarmed over us, and 
for the next four days kept us moving, managing to locate us 
within a minute each time we paused on the track.

The first two days we walked along the Clinton River valley in 
awe of the grandeur surrounding us on either side. Day 1 is 
an easy 90-minute walk through beech forest to Clinton Hut 
where you meet the trampers who will be your company for 
the next three nights.

Our group of 40 were about half Kiwi and half overseas 
visitors. Most were young people, but there were a few older 
couples as well. We really enjoyed getting to know some of 
them over the next few days and nights. 

The first days were warm and clear and on day 2 
we walked 16km along the valley climbing about 
500m in altitude to Mintaro Hut. We could see 
the Mackinnon Pass right above us – a promise 
of what was to come the next day.

There was plenty of entertainment from weka 
and kea at Mintaro and we were glad we 
followed the ranger’s advice to tie our boots 
together and hang them high on hooks. The 
birds will take one boot but not two tied 
together. 

Day 3 is a solid two-hour climb up to Mackinnon 
Pass but it proved to be even more beautiful 
than the previous days. Above the bushline we 
walked through the most stunning botanical 
environment with beautiful flowering plants 
and amazing vistas.

The rain arrived as we neared the top and 
we had to use walking poles to help stand 
our ground against the howling gale while 

we took photos at the memorial cairn. There was no view but 
a great sense of achievement – slightly undermined by the 
appearance of two young men who had run up from Milford 
Sound in four hours and planned to be down at Glade Wharf 
in a further three hours. 

The downhill trek continued in pouring rain but we gladly 
left the gale-force winds behind us. In addition to the 14km 
to cover on day 3, there is an extra 90-minute walk to the 
spectacular Sutherland Falls, the highest falls in New Zealand 
and the 5th highest in the world. The copious spray coming 
off the falls did not make us any wetter than we already were 
and it was worth the extra time. 

Dumpling Hut was a welcome break from the rain and in the 
end was our home for two nights as 24 hours of torrential rain 
closed the track for a day. The downpour gave us spectacular 
views of water cascading down from the mountain tops. 
Amazingly, they dried up within an hour or so of the rain 
stopping. 

Our last day on the track was an easy, flat 18km walk along 
the Arthur River and Lake Ada. We arrived at Sandfly Point to 
wait for our boat in ‘the cage’ – an enclosed shelter with lots 
of windows to enjoy the view and keep the little biters at bay.

Our journey was over and we now know why this is one of 
the greatest multi-day walks in the 

world.

Bonnie Hebenton reports on the awe-inspiring experience she had with husband John (the Vicar of Bridge Pa) tackling one of the world’s great walks.
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The Reverend Stephen Donald

State orphanages which are usually large institutions do not 
provide any substitute for mother love, their managers are in 
theory mere hirelings, though in practice of course they, like 
the teachers in secular schools, are better than their system and 
the work of individuals is affected by their personal Christian 
character. In the current cant of to-day’s State orphanages 
are referred to as “ Charity” institutions whereas they are 
nothing of the kind they are only Socialistic. In a religious 
institution or home the manager and assistants, are chosen 
for their Christian love for the needy, they frequently receive 
no pay or very little and do their work for the love pf God 
and of His children, the funds are provided by the voluntary 
subscriptions of the faithful led by the same motives. 

This is “Charity” and what is more beautiful? What father on 
his deathbed would not commit his children to homes of 
Christian charity rather than to State institutions? From the 
point of view of family life, no doubt it would be better if 
children should be adopted by child-loving couples who have 
no children of their own adopted orphans in their place, but 
the State system of “boarding out” is a pernicious one. It has 
been practised in connection with the destitute and innocent 
children of our industrial schools and the writer has seen it 

In early 1919, New Zealand, along with many other countries, 
was reeling from both the First World War and the influenza 
epidemic, which killed more people world-wide than the war – 
an estimated 9000 in New Zealand alone.

The following editorial reflects an attitude different from today, 
and was written at a time when the Churches were heavily 
involved in the institutional care of children. It suggests adoption 
as an alternative to the State orphanages of the day.

During the worst stages of the epidemic, churches across 
the diocese were closed for worship for several Sundays, and 
gatherings of large numbers of people were discouraged by local 
and national health authorities. Unfortunately, pharmaceutical 
measures, such as inhalation of zinc sulphate (pictured) – reputed 
to prevent the spread of the virus – proved to be ineffective and in 
fact may have contributed to its spread.

Influenza Orphans

A great deal of rubbish is being talked about influenza 
orphans; there is no difference between influenza 
orphans and children who have lost their parents by 

some other calamity. War orphans are certainly in a different 
category. If the State is going to recognise its duty to the 
orphans caused by influenza let it similarly do its duty all 
round to all orphans. In the old days these things were left to 
the Church to do, but a healthier public opinion decrees that 
the community, Christian or not, has a responsibility for the 
aged, the poor, the outcast and the maimed. 

This idea which is due to the spread of the leaven of Christianity 
is fast gaining progress and forms the basis of those ideas of 
Socialism which are right and true, though mixed with others 
which are pernicious and false. It is the Christian’s glory and 
privilege to care for the weak, the erring, orphans, widows 
and the destitute for the love of Jesus’ Christ. But the children 
have other claims upon us besides those of sustenance and 
secular instruction. 

in operation. The people who take such children temporarily 
into their families for mercenary reasons have no love for 
them, are generally too ignorant and too poor to provide 
properly for their own, and use the children as drudges. 

Is this the system for which the Mayor of Wellington clamours 
when he pleads to save them from the stigma (?) of “Charity”? 
Then comes the question of religion. It is the inalienable right 
of a child born of Christian parents that he be brought up 
in his parents’ faith. This right is assured if he is committed 
to an orphanage of his own denomination. The religious 
atmosphere of a Christian home, is utterly absent in a State 
institution and, sad to say, in the majority of private families. 
If the State really recognises its responsibility for the material 
needs of its children let it commit orphans to the homes 
provided by various Christian and other religious bodies, 
according to the religion of their parents, and let the State pay 
these bodies the bare cost of food and clothing for its “wards,” 
the Church will willingly provide the rest. 

We certainly agree that orphanages should be small, so that 
the personal home influence may not be dissipated as it is in 
a large institution where individual knowledge and love of 
each child is impossible but we confidently assert that in the 
interests of the children and of the State, failing the straight-
out adoption of orphans by childless people or into small 
families, the religious “home” or small institution provides the 
kindest and the most efficient care and the best training it is 
possible to give.

Waiapu Church Gazette
January 1919, page 152



14

The Reverend Deborah Broome

What makes for a good Lent?

As we embark, the week I am writing this, on our forty-day period of preparation for 
Easter, I’ve been thinking about what ‘a good Lent’ might look like – and how that might 
be distinguished from the sort of season where you go ‘well, glad that’s over – now 

where are the Easter eggs?’_

In Lent we journey with Christ to the cross and beyond.

We start with Ash Wednesday, and then, on the First Sunday in Lent the Gospel readings have 
us heading out into the wilderness with Jesus.

That’s where it helps to remember that in the Bible what we see, over and over, is that the 
wilderness is a place of encounter with God.

Deserts can be inhospitable places – they are places where wild creatures live, and the climate 
is challenging – but I think the biggest reason for this pattern of meeting God in that place lies 
in what is absent. There are fewer distractions out there.

When there is nothing to divert ourselves with, when the other voices die down and the wifi 
cuts out, there is God – there waiting for us, as God has always been.

Perhaps one thing that marks out a good Lent is that we can lose the distractions faster.

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, considers what ‘A good Lent’ could be in his 
chapter in A Good Year, a series of reflections on the Christian year (ed Mark Oakley SPCK: 
London, 2016).

Welby says that a good Lent “makes space” – space for the hope of Christ and for the presence 
of God in people’s lives and ways of living.

I was struck (somewhat guiltily) by his comment that “today, Lent is a form of self-improvement, 
if it is observed at all”.  We all know the sort of thing: giving up sugar in your tea, fewer chocolate 
biscuits, no gin.

Strangely enough it is this aspect of Lent that the secular world seems to understand the 
most. Lent needs to be more than this. Perhaps another thing that marks out a good Lent is 
the ability to accept the invitation it extends to us to draw closer to God, to each other and to 
the common baptism which unites us.

Welby again: “Lent is probably one of the most individualistic of the great Christian seasons” 
and this is doubtless linked to the ‘self-improvement’ aspect.

Somewhere along the way we have lost sight of that line we hear on Ash Wednesday about 
ashes as a sign that marks “the penitence of the community as a whole”.

How can we make Lent more communal, as something that we – whether that ‘we’ is a parish 
or a family or a diocese – do together?

Many parishes have Lenten study groups. What additional ways could we journey together 
through this season?

This is not to load us down with extra work. I am ever mindful that Lent tends to be a busy time 
in parishes (especially as it often coincides with the AGM season).

How can we avoid getting trapped by the busyness of it all?

Perhaps something else that might mark out a good Lent is the answer we might give – 
collectively – to this question: How can the world be different because we have kept Lent?

Ministry Educator
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Short Introductions to the Bible Readings for the Revised 
Common Lectionary, Years A, B & C: A Resource for the 
Readers at the Lectern

Would you like a simple, quick way to engage with the Revised 
Common Lectionary Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel 
readings for each Sunday and other important days in the 
church calendar?

New Book

This new book by Waiapu’s Rev’d Bill Bennett has short introductions to each Bible 
reading to get you started.

There are several ways to use the book:
• As a preface to the Bible reading in a service
• As a sermon spark
• For personal devotional reading
• In your church’s weekly news bulletin
• Using the full Scripture Index

The book is available in both paperback format for $20 (plus p&p) and as an eBook for 
$10.

For more information and details on how to purchase the book, visit:

https://pgpl.co.nz/print-books/short-introductions-to-the-bible-readings-print/
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Learning and Sharing at the Tikanga Youth Synod

“We must look back to look forward.” That was the theme for the Tikanga Youth Synod 
(TYS), held in Auckland in early February.

Young people from all three Tikanga gathered together.  As we arrived at Ruapotaka 
Marae, we were welcomed with a pōwhiri by the marae rangatahi.

We spent the evening listening to Bishop Justin as he spoke about being an ‘edge walker’ 
and what that entails as one grows older.

The theme of looking at who we are sparked conversations about what it means to live 
our faith through God and how, when you believe you are God’s beloved child, you will 
find your way.

We were left with the message “You are a bridge for others to cross” and we ended the 
night with each Tikanga going off to caucus before the next day’s event.  

On the second day we relocated to St John’s College and began the day with author 
and academic Dr Chellie Spiller speaking on the theme of navigation. She spoke to us 
about way-finding, and how as you become a way-finder – someone who has deep 
understanding of themselves, their crew, their waka and the environment – you can 
draw on that insight and use it for leadership.

Chellie spoke about how to release potential and light, the exploration of identity 
and belonging, and how to move from stillness. We were left with the knowledge that 
leadership is about working with others, the importance of rangatira and how to weave 
groups together. 

Michael Hughes spoke next about the history of Synod from the 1970’s and 80’s to now. 
He explained how the original nine dioceses were made up of only one Polynesian group, 
two Māori groups, with the rest being Pākeha. He spoke about how the three Tikanga 
structure formed, allowing two groups from each Tikanga to represent their strand at 
synod. 

We moved and spoke about the motions from last year and where they had come to 
so far. The biggest two which stood out were creating a resource system between the 
dioceses so they can share equipment and other resources. Auckland has started but is 
still putting in place in the process to run such a system efficiently.

By Jaina Vallabh, Koru Events Co-ordinator

The next motion related to mental health training. All Tikanga had participated in sending 
their leaders off to be trained, and encouraging awareness. Right now they are working on 
both the Three Tikanga Toru (Youth) Commission and Social Justice Commission.

We spoke about issues that had come up in the community, including tackling the challenges 
of housing, substance abuse and poverty. Each Tikanga spoke about how these impacted 
them and what they were trying to do to work through the issues.

For me, my time was short at TYS, but it was beautiful to see how youth leaders were questioning 
what was going on around them and what they could do to create change for their community 
and young people. 
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Our regular columnists, feline theologians Artemis and Ewok – who share their home with 
two devout Anglican humans - reflect on life and other matters.

Hello Everyone!

Ewok and I talked about it and decided I was now big enough to write a whole letter 
by myself.

That feels like a milestone, especially since it’s a whole year since Deborah and Ewok’s human 
picked me up and took me on a very long car journey to my new home in Hawke’s Bay.

That was on 12 March 2018, and now I really belong there! Ewok says someone told him that 
you have to have lived in the Bay for 40 years before you can really say you belong, but I don’t 
believe that. I think he’s just teasing me – he does that sometimes.

In spite of all the teasing I’m glad to have Ewok around. We’re a team, and we hang out 
together a lot.

He has shown me the best place to hide: in the vege garden. It’s really cool there under all the 
plants, and I am sure we are helping things to grow.

Another thing I like to do is hunt insects. Deborah, my human, says the original Artemis was 
a hunter, so that explains a lot.

Ewok doesn’t hunt much, but he likes it when I tell him what I have caught. He said some cats 
chase mice, but I don’t know what they are.

The only thing I don’t like is when my human goes away. That’s not much fun at all – I miss her 
so much.  But when that happens Ewok lets me share his human, who gives me lots of special 
food, looks after me, and sends photos of me to Deborah.

Sometimes I even get to skype her, only that’s really confusing. I can see her, and hear her, but 
when I look behind the phone there is nothing there. What do you think that means?

Ewok says he knows exactly how I feel, cos his human used to go away a lot – but I think that 
is a silly thing to say. How can Ewok know how I feel? He just knows how he feels, and that is 
different.

Until next time,

Artemis Broome

The Ponderings of  Artemis and Ewok


