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Top Parish Focuses on  
Care of Creation Enjoying Art Deco Weekend in Napier

There is nothing more hopeful than a dining room full of young people enjoying kai, kōrero and what it means to be part of 

the ever-expanding Waiapu whānau. Thirty seven years on since the first Top Parish, this year was a truly bi-cultural and inter-

diocesan event, with teams from Tairāwhiti, Manawa o te Wheke, Waikato-Taranaki and three schools: Te Aute, Hukarere and 

St Matthew’s. This year’s  theme was based around the fifth Mark of Mission of the Anglican Communion’s common commitment to 

understanding God’s holistic/integral mission: to strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and renew the life of the earth. 

On page 7 of this edition Jocelyn Czerwonka, the Diocesan Youth Ministry Facilitator, reports on how this theme unfolded over the 

weekend.
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An image of Christ: Drawing us to ''live in 
him as he lives in us'.

In February this year I had the enjoyable privilege of 
presiding at the Eucharist for the service of welcome 
to new students and their families at St John’s 

Theological College in Auckland. There was a very warm 
atmosphere of welcome and celebration at the college 
on the afternoon of the powhiri and service. In particular 
there was one young boy walking confidently ahead of 
his parents with eyes as big and wide as dinner plates, 
seemingly soaking it all in and not wanting to blink in 
case a moment of the experience was lost.

As I looked across at the students and families arriving 
into this college setting for the first time I was reminded 
of my own first days there with Raewyn as a young 
couple. 

This is an image that may reflect how clergy who have 
studied at our provincial theological college would 
describe their experience. The time of training is often 
full of profound experiences, different opinions to 
wrestle with, innovative insights to consider, all of which 
can lead a student to feel, if not look, like the little boy 
with a wide-eyed gaze. It’s also a time when students 
form friendships that can last for many years to come, 
or at the very least develop a wide network of collegial 
support across the church and three tikanga. My hope 
and prayer for the students and the faculty at the college 
is that this year provides opportunities for all of these 
things to happen with the support of the Holy Spirit.

Perhaps there is something of the wide-eyed gaze of 
that young boy that we may adopt into our spirituality 
as well, as we consider the story of Easter. There are 
so many “wow!” moments in the story of Jesus’ death 

and resurrection and of the weeks leading to Pentecost 
that it is any wonder at all that we don’t constantly 
walk around in a state of awe. Or is it possible that we 
do consider awe and wonder all the time but learn to 
normalise it as an everyday experience, still appreciating 
the profound but allowing it to rest in the normality of 
life. Perhaps though, if we forget to let our wonder show, 
then could it also be that we don’t allow our wonder to 
show us something of God in our midst.

Several years ago we travelled to England as a family 
and as part of our trip we visited the Holy Island of 
Lindisfarne. There we found an artist who painted 
images of Christ that at first glance appeared to be an 
image of Jesus wearing typical robes. However on closer 
inspection we discovered much richer images of Christ. 
Each element of these paintings was in fact a creation 
of many, many much smaller images of people; people 
who were of many ages and races, some working, some 
playing, some together, others alone, and all creating 
a much larger image of Christ. It is a painting which is 
akin to an icon, painted or written in such a way that the 
viewer is not only drawn into the splendour of the image 
of Christ, but also finds a space in the image to imagine 
themselves close to and participating in each movement 
that Christ would make. 

It is a source of wonder, to imagine how our lives are 
intricately woven into the movement of Christ in the 
world. In the image, each figure depicted on Christ from 
top to toe is involved in responding to the movement 
of Christ. As we gather to consider the great festival of 
Easter and to proclaim that Christ is Risen!, may we also 
take time to consider how Christ calls us to be the church 

in the world, living with wonder and awe at the nature of 
God and moving with Christ through the world.

May the blessing of the risen Christ assure you of God’s 
eternal love. 



3Issue 70  Waiapu News

Around the Diocese

Oiihi LT4 Youth Pilgrimage:  The group demonstrated their 'care for 
creation' by working on the Christ Church grounds in RussellThe diocesan staff enjoy Art Deco high-tea at Port O Call, 

Napier.

Three new students at the recent Anglican Studies 
Programme at MiCamp, Lake Taup0 - Emily Tamepo, Chris Wheeler and Val Chapman.

Bishop Andrew
's Staff Lea

dership Team 
- from left 

Colleen Kaye, 
Diocesan Regis

trar; David van Oeveren, 

HB Regional D
ean; Deborah Broome

, Ministry Educator; 

Stephen Donald, Eastland Regional Dean; Adrienne 

Bruce, BOP Regional Dean; and Bisho
p Andrew.

e

A Saturday morning's work: Julie Guest,  

Arthur Bruce and Ryan Cameron pruning the Ginkgo 

trees at Otumoetai
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It's Only About  - That's All It's About

Ordained deacon and priest in this Diocese of Waiapu in 
the early 1980’s, Alister Hendery has recently returned 
as the first vicar of the newly-formed Central Hawkes 

Bay parish. But Alister’s connection with Waiapu goes back 
many years before ordination, to a time when his father was the 
last vicar of Otane parish. Perhaps it is no wonder Alister became 
a priest, with both his father and brother Noel, former Dean of 
Waiapu and Bishop’s Chaplain, and currently our deputy Vicar-
General, also ‘in the firm’.

In fact Alister’s journey toward ordination began when he was 
accepted for training by Bishop Baines of Wellington at the 
age of 17. This began with a degree in Comparative Religions 
at College House in Christchurch enabled by his holding a St 
John’s Exhibition. As we chat Alister explains, with just a little 
twinkle in his eye, the difference between an exhibition ‘who 
you know’ and a scholarship ‘what you know’.  

Those four years at College House were in the illustrious 
company of retired archbishop, David Moxon, Robert Bruère, 
Alec Clark and other still-familiar names around the Anglican 
dioceses in New Zealand. Then it was off to St John’s College.

Alister also had a couple of small sorties into the workforce 
beyond the Anglican Church, working for the New Zealand 
Government in the long-defunct Department of Māori and 
Island Affairs, and later in Trade and Industry.

Ordination to the diaconate in 1980 was significant for Alister 
in that Bishop Manuhuia Bennett, as the Bishop of Aotearoa, 
not the suffragen of Waiapu diocese, was the  ordaining bishop. 
Alister still remembers the conversations around Bishop Manu’s 
decision that he would be ordained in te reo Māori.

After curacies at Holy Trinity, Tauranga and St Luke’s, Havelock 
North his first parish beckoned and from 1984 to 1989, Alister 
was vicar of Waipawa in Central Hawke’s Bay. 

After two years in Mount Maunganui as vicar, a move to 
Wellington in the early 1990s saw two years in Tawa parish. 
Other avenues began to open up at this point and Alister 

began to explore and develop skills in interim transitional 
ministry. He had a half-time ministry in this area for six years 
in the Wellington Diocese whilst also developing a private 
counselling practice. His specialist area was with death and 
grief work and during this time he worked extensively as a 
funeral celebrant, taking up to one hundred funerals a year. 

An invitation from Bishop David Coles to become the 
Ministry Advisor in the Diocese of Christchurch saw 
Alister in this role for just over four years. It was during 
this time that Alister and Deborah were married and 
for a time Alister commuted between Christchurch and 
Wellington where Deborah was vicar of Northland-
Wilton. His skills in interim ministry came to the fore 
again as did his ministry in grief work as he was in 
Christchurch right through the earthquakes. 

Three months’ study leave allowed his book Earthed 
in Hope to reach the publishing stage, informed by a 
number of national tragedies including Pike River as 
well as the Christchurch earthquakes. Valuable insights 
into popular theology, through Facebook, and mass 
grieving were able to be gleaned at this time.

On moving to join Deborah in Wellington, Alister was 
again able to move back into transitional ministry, 
something which he loves and enables him to be ‘a parish 
priest through and through’.

His new role as vicar of Central Hawkes Bay parish 
brings together the many aspects of ministry which are 
core for Alister. He is working with communities dealing 
with buildings requiring earthquake strengthening, 
transitions from several models of ministry to the 
current one, and the natural grief around these changes. 

‘The older I get the more relationships become incredibly 
precious. Grief permeates our lives and as priests, grief is 
part of our lives. It is one of the unrecognised dimensions 
of life and society’, says Alister. 

And Alister likes to remember often his father’s advice two days 
before he died: ‘it’s only about love – that’s all it’s about’. And 
coming back to Central Hawkes Bay after twenty seven years? 
‘Some things have changed, some not at all!’

The new Vicar of Central Hawkes Bay, Alister Hendery talks to Adrienne Bruce about what priestly ministry means to him.
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2015 Intern Sam Frost shares reflections of his year with any contemplating internship in the future.

At the end of 2015 I was privileged to join the LT4Youth pilgrimage to Oihi in the Bay 
of Islands. The experience was simply amazing. It served as a very meaningful bridge 
between my internship year and my future studies, and helped me come to terms with 

the changes and challenges I am preparing to face.

The theme for my internship has to be ‘change’. Change was woven through the months, 
beginning with the eons of free time, with which I was burdened, or perhaps gifted, however 
you wish to see it.

You see, a day in the life of an intern is very much what you make of it. Granted, there are 
commitments you have to meet and appointments to 
attend. There may be youth groups to organise, and 
choir practices to turn up to, but you have control over 
what most of your time entails, and consequently, what 
you achieve in the year. I used the time to consider my 
life goals. I was researching courses at universities, 
comparing my priorities with what the Bible tells us 
should be important, reading self-help books along the 
way, and praying as often as I could about the changes 
in my life I was about to face. You may choose to use 
the time differently, perhaps to cultivate your gifts of 
children’s ministry, or music, or public speaking, or 
entrepreneurship. It’s your year, and it’s between you 
and God how you make the best use of your free time.

Another change I was faced with was confronting 
my fear of public speaking. I’ve always been fairly 
confident on stage, singing or acting, but speaking from 
a prepared speech had been difficult for me. I imagine 
it stems from the acute case of ‘not-writing-a-speech-
until-the-night-before’ I contracted in early 2011. The 
support shown to me by clergy and parishioners alike, 
helped me to overcome my fears (groundless, as I now 
realise).

Yet another change was the responsibility and leadership roles that were thrust upon me, 
especially in areas of children’s ministry. Young children have never been my strong suit, but 
the experience helped me develop skills in dispute management and teaching that I never 
imagined I could grasp.

The Tikanga Toru Youth Commission’s Theological Hui in July was outstanding. The speakers 
from all three strands of our Church were inspiring, and the theme of ‘preparing the way’ 

aligned with the theme of change I was beginning to see working its way through my year. It 
was very special to see the three tikanga Church in operation, and it made me appreciate the 
unique arrangement we have, more than ever before; an arrangement that is so rich in tradition 
and cultural difference.

Church life too, changed. As an intern you tend to be placed in an unfamiliar congregation, 
something quite different to what you are used to. My home church was slowly moving down 
the candle (becoming a little less traditional and more open to new expressions of worship), and 
the church I found myself in was moving up it (towards older expressions of worship, such as 

incense and genuflecting). Being able to observe both 
styles of worship allowed me to develop an appreciation 
for them both.

Of course, you have the chance to make changes too. 
Perhaps you could champion a community outreach 
project for your new congregation, or start a worship 
band. You might consider starting a youth group, or 
pressure the folks on the hospitality roster to invest in 
an espresso machine. There are plenty of opportunities 
for you to make your mark, and at the same time foster 
your gifts. You may find some you never knew you had.

Discovering yourself is an important part of the 
internship. You have many opportunities to try many 
different things, and this allows you to form opinions on 
every one of them. When my year as an intern finished, 
I was more confident in myself, and my opinions and 
beliefs than ever before. I am still changing, my positions 
on certain issues are still not concrete, and I doubt they 
ever will be, but I have discovered more about myself 
this year than I ever have before. The thought of going 
into university is now much less daunting, as I know 
more about myself, and what I believe is truly important.

Plotting your course for the future is a hard task, and 
you need time to consider every possibility. In a world with so many paths to choose, I urge you 
to take time to reflect carefully on which ones are worth taking. Plan well, with the help of those 
around you, and consider your priorities wisely. Lay everything before God, in the knowledge 
that the he knows the plans he has for us, “plans to give us a future with hope.”

Photo:  Samuel pictured at back, with other LT4 Youth pilgrims.
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Coconut	farming	and	climate	change,	feeding	hungry	caterpillars,	saving	endangered	
creatures	 including	 kiwi,	 bees,	 dolphins	 and	 tigers	 and	 considering	 the	 effects	 of	
carbon	footprints,	were	all	part	of	the	mix	of	games	which	challenged	contestants	at	

Top	Parish	2016.		Our	theme,	based	on	the	fifth	Mark	of	Mission,	was	Caring	for	Creation.		

During	the	traditional	opening	March	Past	as	teams	chanted	their	‘Care	of	Creation’	message,	
a	spectacular	crossing	of	species	occurred.	The	Penguin	a.k.a.	Bishop	Andrew,	was	asked	to	
exchange	heads	with	that	of	a	kiwi,	and	so	the	Pewi	or	Kiwguin	was	created	before	our	eyes.		

Not	a	 single	 sting	occurred	at	‘Hive	Antics’	as	‘worker	bees’	directed	by	‘Queen	Bee’	had	 to	
collect	nectar,	pollen,	propolis	and	water	to	return	to	the	hives	for	honey	production	under	
the	watchful	eye	of	the	Beekeepers.		Caterpillars	hatched	and	crawled	to	much	needed	food	
from	leaves	provided	by	team	members,	then	metamorphosed	into	chrysalis	and	emerged	
as	beautiful	yellow	butterflies.		Teams	avoided	kiwi	predators	as	they	ran	to	save	kiwi	eggs,	
return	them	to	incubators	and	release	kiwis	back	into	the	wild.		We	discovered	that	coconut	
farming	is	no	easy	task.		With	just	the	roll	of	a	dice	your	coconut	farm	could	be	destroyed	by	a	
cyclone	and	teams	would	have	to	start	again.		

Throughout	the	weekend	we	thought	and	prayed	about	Caring	for	Creation	and	caring	for	
each	other.		A	prayer	banner	was	created	as	young	people	took	time	to	be	still	and	reflect	on	
the	devastating	effects	of	climate	change	in	Fiji.	They	traced	a	
picture	of	their	own	hand	on	the	banner,	and	wrote	a	prayer	
or	message	of	hope.		One	young	person’s	message	was	‘if	you	
have	no	house	you	can	come	and	live	with	me’.	Another	was:	
‘Dear	 Lord,	 please	 bless	 the	 people	 of	 Fiji	 and	make	 them	
stronger	homes	to	live	in’.		The	banner	was	blessed	by	Bishop	
Ngarahu	Katene	and	will	be	sent	as	a	gift	to	Fiji.		

Waiapu	 LT4Youth	 (Leadership	 Training	 for	 Youth)	 members	
were	ecstatic	when	one	of	their	group	was	elected	Waiapu’s	
11th	Bishop	for	the	Day.		After	two	knock-out	quizzes,	a	round	
of	 speeches	 and	 a	 very	 rigorous	 election	 process	 involving	
all	 174	 people	 present,	 Bishop	 Andrew	 announced	 Teriaki	
Williams	of	Ōpōtiki	as	bishop-elect	and	robed	him	with	mitre	
and	chasuble	as	Bishop	for	the	Day.		

Teriaki’s	 duties	 included	 assisting	 Bishop	 Ngarahu	 at	 the	
Sunday	worship	and	leading	the	liturgy.		

G-Force, Taradale get right behind the theme with their 
banners in the March Past

Continued from the cover page...

The winning teams were:  
Fair	Play	Senior:	 	 	 	 1st	equal	FOG	Turanganui	and	Seahorses	BOPJunior	Fair	Play:	 	 	 	 Coasties,	TairawhitiConcert	Creativity	and	Originality	 	 Eastland	FOGBest	Overall	Performance	 	 	 1st	equal	Hukarere	and	Te	AuteMarch	Past	 	 	 	 FOG	GisborneBest	Banner	 	 	 	 HukarereTop	Parish	Junior		 	 	 Rainbow	Warriors,	BoPTop	Parish	Senior		 	 	 Te	Aute	4Bishop	for	the	Day	 	 	 Teriaki	Williams	

Bishop Andrew with his daughter Jessica
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The upcoming General Synod will be hosted by Waiapu. Bishop 
Andrew describes a little of this upcoming event.

General	 Synod/te	 Hīnota	 Whānui	 (GSTHW)	 is	 the	
Provincial	governance	body	of	our	Church	that	meets	
every	two	years.	GSTHW	will	meet	in	Napier	this	year,	

from	Friday	6	to	Friday	13	May.

Our	diocese	will	be	hosting	the	gathering	and	assisting	the	
General	 Secretary’s	 Office	 in	 many	 small	 ways	 throughout	
the	meeting	to	support	all	150	attendees.	Bishop	Andrew,	the	
Reverends	Jo	Crosse	and	Stephen	Donald,	Ms.	Sarah	Crosse	
and	Messrs.	 Evan	Turbott	 and	 Hugh	McBain	 will	 represent	
Waiapu	at	GSTHW	2016.

Of	 interest	 to	 many	 in	 the	 Church	 is	 the	 work	 recently	
undertaken	by	a	working	group	formed	after	GSTHW	2014.	
Their	 task	 was	 to	 provide	 recommendations	 to	 this	 year’s	
meeting	on	how	to	further	the	work	set	out	in	what	is	often	
referred	to	as	‘Motion	30	–	A	Way	Forward’.	The	working	group’s	
report	 is	now	available	publicly	and	can	be	downloaded	at	
this	 URL:	 http://www.anglicantaonga.org.nz/Features/Extra/
Way-Forward

Bishop	Andrew	and	the	Reverend	Deborah	Broome	led	three	
clergy	 training	 days	 across	 the	whole	 diocese	 in	 the	week	
following	 the	 release	of	 the	 report	 to	assist	 clergy	 to	 share	
and	discuss	their	responses	to	the	theological	underpinnings	
of	the	report.	The	report	will	be	formally	presented	to	GSTHW	
2016,	and	debated	at	the	meeting.	If	the	report	and	associated	
motion	are	 received	and	approved	at	 that	meeting,	 then	 it	
will	be	addressed	at	all	Diocesan	Synods	for	approval	during	
the	 following	 two	 years.	 Our	 Synod	 would	 then	 have	 the	
opportunity	 to	 consider	 and	 debate	 the	 issues	 as	 they	 are	
presented	through	GSTHW.

The	Church	is	being	widely	encouraged	to	study	the	report	
and	to	prayerfully	consider	the	proposals	therein.	

General Synod/te Hīnota Whānui 2016

Endangered Spe
cies?

The Bay of Plenty Rainbow Warriors with Bishop Ngarahu and Bishop-for-the Day, Teriaki with their winning Top Parish Junior Trophy

Prayer Presence for General Synod 
2016 in Waiapu
 
The	Third	Order,	Society	of	St	Francis	has	taken	the	
initiative	 to	 be	 a	 prayer	 presence	 during	 General	
Synod	 this	 year.	 They	 have	 also	 invited	 other	
Religious	Orders	to	join	them	and	there	has	been	a	
good	response.

Waiapu	 is	 hosting	 General	 Synod	 from	 the	 6th	 to	
the	13th	May,	and	the	venue	is	East	Pier	Conference	
Centre.	However	the	Cathedral	will	be	used	mainly	
for	the	rhythm	of	prayer.

It	 is	 expected	 that	 those	 taking	 part	 from	 the	
Religious	 Communities	 will	 join	 General	 Synod	
members	at	the	daily	Eucharist,	the	Bible	studies	and	
offer	the	daily	prayer	offices	at	the	Cathedral	as	well	
as	allowing	people	to	walk	the	Stations	of	the	Cross	
or	the	Labyrinth	that	will	be	placed	in	the	Cathedral.	
It	is	also	envisaged	that	hospitality	if	needed	will	be	
part	of	the	day.

Religious	Communities	offering	a	prayer	presence	at	
meetings	like	General	Synod	is	not	a	new	idea.	The	
Lambeth	Conference	always	have	a	place	of	constant	
prayer	by	1st	Order	Religious	from	around	the	world	
and	at	the	last	Lambeth	Conference	the	Third	Order	
Society	of	St	Francis	also	offered	prayer	at	Grey	friars	
in	Canterbury	as	well	as	hospitality.	I	know	that	the	
Episcopal	Church	of	America	also	makes	a	place	for	
the	Religious	Communities	to	pray	with	and	for	their	
meeting.

Anyone	can	join	the	members	of	the	Religious	Orders	
in	 this	 important	 task.	 If	 there	 are	 any	 questions	
you	 are	 invited	 to	 contact	 Dorothy	 Brooker	 at:	
dorothy.brooker@gmail.com	.

Rochelle, Emma and Teri
aki narrate th

e Gospel 

for the day
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activities and strategies for educating and 
instructing.  What struck me most was his passion 
to apply this not to a cohort of children, but to 
each individual child. He is passionate about 
finding the best way for each learner to soak 
up the knowledge. Tim also has a number of 
interests outside the school including tramping 
and caving. His passion and enthusiasm are 
infectious.

The school works closely with its namesake 
Parish of St Matthew: it is very much a 
school within a parish. The school creates an 
environment where the students can find a 
faith, a touchstone, which they can connect 
and reconnect with throughout their lives. 
Children throughout the ages, but perhaps 

now more than ever, are faced with many 

   
David van Oeveren visits the parish-based school of St Matthew’s, Hastings, and discovers the delights of this special character primary school.

One of the delights I experienced recently was visiting St 
Matthew’s Primary School and spending time with the 
principal, Tim Anderson. St Matthew’s, in the centre 

of Hastings city, is a special character school aiming to provide 
children with a well-rounded education that includes a solid 
Christian element. This is an Anglican state integrated school 
for students from Years 0-8, that is, children aged between five 
and approximately twelve years of age.

As far as schools in the region go it is a new school, with its 
inception in 1995.  The school’s motto is:  ‘teach our children 
to use the right path, and when they are older they will remain 
on it’ (Proverbs 22:6).  This aspiration is achieved in part by 
offering high quality values and curriculum based education 
within the special character context.

Tim Anderson has been principal for 10 years of the school’s 
short 21-year history.  In chatting with him I discovered that 
Tim is very knowledgeable about the profession 
of teaching, and the 
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challenges. This school works hard in creating a place where the 
young people will find stability.

There is a wonderful synergy between school, parish and 
diocese. Tim shared many stories of how the relationships 
work so well. The dedication of the Reverend Helen Wilderspin 
as vicar of the parish, and chaplain to the school was one of 
the stories that struck me. Helen has built relationships with 
students and staff alike. This faith community demonstrates 
a breadth and width that makes for a very exciting mix. This 
relationship is strengthened by the many parishioners who also 
help in the school with student learning.

The school has an ethnic and cultural diversity which shows a 
real slice of New Zealand. This school is real in every way, and 
the staff, including support staff and chaplain, are dedicated to 
teaching and being a part of the wider team providing a well- 
rounded and Christian education.

The children participate in the Ash Wednesday service

School Chaplain, 
the Reverend He

len Wilderspin greets 
each child with 

a blessing as th
ey enter the As

h Wednesday servic
e.
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The Reverend Joe (Fr. Sio) Le'ota

All	three	tikanga	felt	deep	sadness	when	faced	with	the	
news	of	the	sudden	death	in	Auckland	in	early	February	
of	 Father	 Joe.	 His	 tangi	 and	 funeral	 demonstrated	

that	 this	priest’s	 life	had	been	a	 true	‘three	 tikanga’	 one,	 as	
people	 gathered	 from	 the	Tongan	 community	 in	 Auckland	
and	back	in	his	homeland	of	Tonga,	as	well	as	from	Tikanga	
Māori	 amorangi	 and	 Pākehā	 dioceses	 to	 honour	 a	 man	 of	
God	who	had	touched	many	lives.	But	more	than	just	people	
within	the	Church,	for	Joe	had	been	a	man	who	also	had	deep	
connections	with	the	communities	in	which	he	had	lived.	

Joe	 Motu’apuaka,	 as	 he	 was	 known	 amongst	 the	 Tongan	
community,	grew	up	at	 the	palace	when	Sālote	was	Queen	
of	Tonga.	Joe’s	mother	was	the	first	government	chef	to	the	
Royal	Household.	She	began	in	this	position	in	1947.		Joe	and	
Anne	chose	to	take	his	mother’s	name	of	Le’ota	when	coming	
to	New	Zealand	after	their	marriage,	as	they	felt	 this	would	
be	 easier	 for	New	Zealanders	 to	 pronounce	 and	 spell	 than	
Motu’apuaka.

But	this	is	just	one	of	the	connections	to	the	Royal	Household.	
Joe’s	 father	held	 the	 title	Motu’apuaka	and	was	 the	 talking	
chief	 (matāpule)	 for	 Queen	 Sālote.	 Joe’s	 Tongan	 name,	
Motu’apuaka,	indicates	this	chiefly	title	in	Tongan	ceremonial	
life	as	a	talking	chief,	a	spokesman	for	the	king.	

Joe	was	also	a	keen	rugby	supporter	and	in	his	earlier	years	
in	Tonga	he	played	in	the	second	row	for	ʻIkale	Tahi,	the	Sea	
Eagles,	the	Tongan	national	team.	His	sporting	abilities	have	
been	passed	on	to	his	son	and	grandson,	both	of	whom	have	
been	representative	rugby	players.

Joe	was	a	priest	of	Waiapu	for	over	30	years,	beginning	as	a	
non-stipendiary	priest	in	the	parish	of	Edgeceumbe-Kawerau	
where	he	and	Anne	were	dairy	farming	subsequent	to	arriving	
in	New	Zealand	from	Tonga.	Originally	Joe	had	taught	at	St	
Andrew’s	School,	Nuku’alofa,	including	as	music	teacher.	

He	 continued	 in	 this	 non-stipendiary	 role	 in	Te	 Puke	when	
they	moved	into	that	district	and	bought	a	farm.	On	selling	
the	farm,	Joe	studied	at	the	Bay	of	Plenty	Polytechnic	gaining	
a	Diploma	in	Counselling.	He	worked	extensively	in	the	wider	
Tauranga	 Moana-Te	 Puke	 area,	 continuing	 after	 becoming	
the	 Vicar	 of	 Te	 Puke	 in	 2002.	 This	 community-facing	 work	
included	 counselling	 and	 guidance	 amongst	 the	 young	
people	at	Te	Puke	High	School.	

He	took	a	mālōlō	(a	rest	from	stipended	ministry	or	retirement)	
in	April	 2007	but	 continued	his	 community-facing	ministry	
with	the	high	school	and	at	Beachaven	Community	House	in	
Papamoa.	His	work	in	the	community	in	Tauranga	and	beyond	
included	 assisting	 the	 hospital,	 courts	 and	 other	 agencies	
with	translation	work.	Joe	was	a	significant	member	of	TMAPS	

(Tauranga	Moana	Abuse	Prevention	Strategy).	He	
also	worked	with	the	‘Ofa	Kihe	Laumālie	Mā’oni’oni	
– 	Holy	Trinity	Church	in	Otahuhu,	over	this	period.	

In	April	2012	Archbishop	Winston	Halapua	invited	
him	 to	 become	 the	 Vicar	 of	 St	 Paul’s,	 Nuku’alofa	
and	 Archdeacon	 of	 Tonga.	 So	 Joe	 and	 Anne	
moved	to	Tonga	and	worked	together	 there	until	
last	September	when	they	returned	to	the	Bay	of	
Plenty,	 where	 they	 were	 settling	 into	 retirement	
anew.	

The	Pasifika	community	turned	out	in	force	to	pay	
tribute	to	Joe	at	Holy	Trinity	in	Otahuhu,	before	his	
family	 brought	 him	 down	 to	 St	 John	 the	 Baptist	
in	 Te	 Puke,	 where	 his	 many	Waiapu	 friends	 and	
parishioners	had	the	opportunity	to	farewell	him.	
He	was	 then	 taken	on	 to	Hei	Marae	 for	 the	 tangi	
and	funeral	on	Waitangi	Day.	A	fitting	day	for	the	

burial	at	Maketu	of	a	man	who	understood	what	it	was	to	be	
bi-cultural	to	his	core.	Joe,	who	was	73,	is	survived	by	Anne,	
and	by	their	sons	Andrew	and	Salesi	and	their	families.

Joe with Archbishop Winston

Late in 2015 one of our retired Diocesan priests died after 
many years of service. 

Ron	 is	 remembered	 affectionately	 as	 a	 ‘people	
person’,	with	a	wide	circle	of	friends,	and	a	ready	and	
encouraging	 smile.	 His	 ministry	 in	 the	 parishes	 he	

served	are	characterised	by	his	warmth	and	humour	and	
dedicated	faith.

Originally	 from	 New	 Plymouth,	 Ron	 attended	 Ardmore	
Teachers’	 College	 and	 taught	 for	 three	 years	 before	
returning	 to	 the	 family	 farm	 at	Te	 Rehunga,	 Dannevirke.	
Ron	and	Mary	ran	the	farm	there	for	25	years	with	Ron	also	
very	involved	as	a	lay	reader	at	St	Alban’s,	Te	Rehunga.

The	 late	 Sir	 Paul	 Reeves	 challenged	 Ron	 to	 consider	
ordained	ministry.	Ron	accepted	the	call	at	 the	age	of	45	
with	 children	 still	 at	 home.	 He	 was	 ordained	 as	 a	 non-
stipendiary	priest	in	1975.	Ron	and	Mary	made	the	decision	
to	leave	the	farm	in	1979	in	order	to	move	into	stipended	
ministry	 as	 Vicar	 of	 Porangahau.	 He	 worked	 there	 until	
1983,	and	ministered	also	within	the	Maori	pastorate.

Ron	 then	 returned	 to	 his	 home	 town	 of	 New	 Plymouth,	
where	 he	 was	 appointed	Vicar	 of	 St	 Chad’s	 (1983-1987).	
During	that	 time	he	was	chaplain	 to	 the	Fire	Service	and	
worked	alongside	the	hospital	chaplain.

In	1987	Ron	and	Mary	moved	back	to	Hawke’s	Bay	when	
he	became	vicar	of	St	James,	Mahora,	Hastings	(1987-1994)	
where	 he	 continued	 industrial	 chaplaincy,	 and	 became	
chaplain	 to	 the	 Lions	 Club	 and	 the	 Hastings	 Returned	
Services	Association.	In	2007	he	became	a	life	member	of	
the	RSA.	Although	he	ceased	stipended	ministry	in	1994,	as	
with	so	many	priests,	Ron	did	not	fully	retire	until	the	age	
of	80.	He	died	at	Gracelands	Hospital,	Hastings	on	Thursday	
17	December,	aged	85.
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Family and Community Key Foci of Hawke's Bay's New Regional Dean 
Adrienne Bruce spends some time talking with her newest colleague.

ocean	and	driving	along	 the	coastline	 regularly.	He	 is	 also	enjoying	visiting	 the	numerous	
churches	and	congregations,	and	is	looking	forward	to	connecting	further	with	the	parishes	
in	the	region	in	addition	to	working	with	the	bishop	and	his	team	as	we	move	into	the	future.

We	are	going	to	see	David	around	the	Diocese	for	many	years	to	come.	He	is	already	feeling	
very	settled	in	our	Waiapu	way	of	life.

If	you	were	born	within	the	sound	of	the	Bow	Bells	you	could	claim	to	be	a	Cockney,	so	the	
question	could	be	asked:	what	does	it	makes	you	if	you	lived	much	of	your	early	life	in	the	
sight	of	One	Tree	Hill	or	Maungakiekie	in	Auckland?	Such	could	be	the	new	Regional	Dean	

in	Hawkes	Bay’s	claim.	

David	van	Oeveren	–	yes	he	is	of	Dutch	parentage,	his	father	was	born	in	Holland	75	years	ago	
and	moved	to	Havelock	North	in	1952	–	spent	a	very	settled	childhood	and	adolescence	living	
in	 Epsom	 just	 along	 from	St	Andrew’s.	A	‘cradle	Anglican’	 is	David’s	description	of	himself,	
fortunate	 to	 be	 actively	 involved	with	 his	 family	 in	 the	 life	 of	 that	 parish.	He	describes	 St	
Andrew’s	as	a	social	justice	parish	and	in	the	late	1970s	and	80s.	As	he	was	growing	up	he	was	
strongly	influenced	by	the	issues	of	the	time	–	the	ordination	of	women,	the	Springboks’	tour	
of	1981,	and	the	Homosexual	Law	Reform	Act	of	1986.

On	leaving	secondary	school	he	moved	to	Victoria	University	where	he	studied	for	a	BA	and	
was	involved	in	church-based	youth	work.	It	was	during	those	four	years	that	he	went	through	
the	discernment	process	towards	ordination.	

Meanwhile	 he	 had	met	 Sue	 in	 Auckland	 and	 there	 followed	 a	 seven-year	 courtship,	 with	
Sue	even	moving	to	Wellington	for	a	time.	They	were	married	whilst	David	was	at	St	John’s	
Theological	College.

A	two-year	curacy	in	Levin	also	saw	the	birth	of	their	first	daughter	Rebecca,	now	17.	Rural	
ministry	called,	and	David	and	Sue	moved	to	Pahiatua	where	Anna	(15)	and	Alex	(12)	were	
born.	After	seven	and	a	half	years	the	family	moved	to	Feilding,	and	David	became	the	Rural	
Dean	to	the	Parish	of	Oroua	and	Archdeacon	of	Manawatu.	This	period	of	eight	and	half	years	
saw	David	build	life	strongly	around	family	and	their	interests	alongside	his	ministry,	including	
being	on	the	board	of	trustees	for	the	children’s	schools.

Nine	years	ago	David	began	a	relationship	with	St	John	Ambulance	which	he	is	pleased	to	
be	able	to	continue	even	with	this	move	to	Waiapu.	He	 is	currently	senior	chaplain	for	the	
Central	Region,	an	area	which	stretches	from	the	Bombay	Hills	to	Wellington.	David	enjoys	
the	role	at	a	practical	and	pastoral	level	and	the	opportunities	that	this	ministry	offers	to	him	
as	a	person,	and	also	what	he	in	turn	can	offer	back	to	the	organisation	and	the	communities	
St	John	serves.

For	David	and	Sue,	who	have	bought	a	home	 in	Havelock	North,	 completing	 the	circle	 to	
where	his	father	first	settled,	 family	 is	their	key	focus.	David	 is	enjoying	the	opportunity	to	
follow	the	interests	of	his	children	including	going	on	school	camps	and	St	John	Ambulance	
Cadets	events,	although	aware	that	this	will	not	go	on	for	ever	as	they	move	on	to	the	leaving	
school	stage	of	their	lives	over	the	next	few	years.

So	what	is	good	about	the	move	to	Waiapu	and	Hawke’s	Bay	in	particular?

The	coast	has	always	been	 important	 to	David	and	he	 is	delighting	 in	being	closer	 to	 the	
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It	seems	your	name	may	need	to	be	Colleen	Mary,	to	obtain	a	job	with	the	Diocese	of	Waiapu.	Our	newest	staff	member,	Colleen	
Mary	Marriott,	who	works	alongside	the	Diocesan	Registrar,	Colleen	Mary	Kaye,	began	as	Executive	Assistant	in	February.	She	is	
very	rapidly	catching	onto	the	idiosyncracies	of	the	Waiapu	Diocese,	its	parishes	and	clergy	and	all	it	means	to	be	Anglican	in	this	

place.

Married	to	Bruce,	Colleen	lives	in	Havelock	North	having	moved	from	Palmerston	North	in	2007.		Colleen	and	Bruce	have	one	son,	
Chris	who	is	a	teacher	in	Feilding.

Colleen	comes	to	this	role	with	a	wealth	of	experience	as	a	practice	manager	for	a	financial	planning	firm	in	Palmerston	North,	and	has	
been	in	executive	assistant	and	advisor	roles	within	accounting	and	finance	firms	in	Hawke’s	Bay,	including	Forsyth	Barr	Ltd.

In	her	spare	time	you	can	find	Colleen	in	her	garden,	walking	or	enjoying	a	book	with	a	glass	of	Pinot	Noir.

So	when	you	phone	the	Diocesan	office	you	may	need	to	know	just	which	Colleen	Mary	you	were	wanting	to	talk	with.	 

Pre-requisite	for	Working	at	Diocesan	Office
Introducing the new Executive Assistant at the Diocesan Office

  

Two	hundred	and	one	years	after	Ruatara	had	gathered	his	people	for	the	first	Christmas	
Day	service	at	Oihi	Bay,	a	small	group	of	Waiapu	young	people	made	the	pilgrimage	to	

this	historic	site.		We	sat	at	the	foot	of	the	Marsden	Cross	and	with	Bishop	Andrew	presiding,	
shared	in	a	Eucharist	and	together	sang	Te	Harinui.		Here	are	a	collection	of	thoughts	from	the	
young	people	involved	who	were	asked	about	the	highlights	and	surprises	of	the	pilgrimage:

Oihi Bay	was	a	beautiful	place.		I	enjoyed	the	stories	along	the	path	that	gave	an	insight	into	
the	life	of	the	early	settlers	and	local	Maori	who	spread	the	gospel.		Singing	Te	Harinui	gave	the	
song	so	much	more	meaning	for	me.		It	was	so	special	to	sit	and	reflect	on	the	great	importance	
of	this	site	and	how	fitting	it	was	to	share	the	Eucharist	together.		There	was	a	sense	of	peace	
that	 I	 feel	 the	early	settlers	and	 local	Maori	would	have	 felt	at	 the	first	Christian	service	on	
Christmas	day.		Walking	back	up	the	hill	from	the	Marsden	Cross	was	quite	a	challenge.		It	was	
so	hot	and	tiring,	but	made	me	think	how	the	early	settlers	and	local	Maori	would	be	doing	
this	every	day.		

Ruapekapeka Pa
I	was	amazed	at	how	creative	Chief	Kawiti	was	at	designing	the	pa.	 	 It	was	an	engineering	
masterpiece	for	its	time	which	shows	how	people	are	creative	like	God.		I	loved	how	much	of	
the	remains	still	existed	making	it	easier	to	picture	the	events	which	occurred.				

Pompallier House
I	loved	seeing	the	detailed	process	of	the	printing	press	printing	and	making	prayer	books	at	
Pompallier	House.		The	work	people	had	to	do	to	create	each	page,	produce	leather	for	the	
covers	and	bind	the	books.	 	 It	must	have	been	so	hard	and	showed	me	how	dedicated	the	
missionaries	were	about	spreading	the	gospel.		

The Stone Store and Kemp House were	 amazing	buildings	 that	 showed	how	missionary	
families	 lived.	 	 It	made	me	 feel	 blessed	 to	 live	with	 today’s	 conveniences.	 	The	 tour	 guide	
was	really	enthusiastic.		The	engineering	with	the	fire/stove	in	Kemp	House	was	fascinating.		
Kerikeri	gardens	were	beautiful.		

Waitangi Treaty Grounds was	a	great	place	to	visit	as	possibly	 the	most	 important	site	 in		
New	Zealand	in	terms	of	uniting	the	country	and	creating	a	nation.		

What surprised you about the trip? 
How	interested	and	enthralled	I	was	by	the	early	missionary	history	and	New	Zealand	history	
we	learnt	around	the	Bay	of	Islands	including	visiting	the	Mission	Station	at	Waimate	North	
and	seeing	many	graves	of	important	people	involved	in	New	Zealand’s	history.		

It	was	 a	gift	 to	me	 to	‘serve	others’	 doing	 tasks	 and	 seeing	 smiles	on	people’s	 faces	 as	we	
handed	out	Christmas	cake	supplied	by	Friendship	House	in	Manukau	to	the	people	in	the	
local	 community,	 and	 gardening	 at	 Christ	 Church	 Russell	 (considered	 to	 be	 the	 3rd	 oldest	
building	in	New	Zealand).	

It	was	a	joy	to	share	in	Morning	and	Night	prayer	at	the	motor	camp	at	Waitangi	near	Te	Tii	
Marae	and	journey	together.		

Footnote:  The pilgrims came from various parts of Waiapu and have all been involved with 
Waiapu’s Leadership Training for Youth (LT4Youth).  Awards were presented on the night prior to 
setting off and a special blessing for the trip was given by Bishop Andrew.  

Reflections on the Oihi Pilgrimage 
Jocelyn Czerwonka pulls together the reflections of the LT4Youth team after their December 2015 pilgrimage into Tai Tokerau.
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From the Ministry Educator
 
Deborah Broome

A Life More Real

Having only moved to Napier last October I have recently experienced 
my first Art Deco weekend – the Hawkes Bay’s celebration of all things 
Deco.  It was a wonderful few days of events, some free and some not, 

involving music, food and a lot of people watching.  I had not realised before 
just how many vintage cars you could fit into one parade!  Best of all, perhaps, 
was all the dressing up: a wonderful mixture of 1920s Flappers, 1930s and 1940s 
ensembles with day dresses and evening wear side by side. I even saw one 
chap dressed for a 30s tennis party, even clutching a vintage racquet.  It was, I 
remarked, like living inside a theme park.  Enormous fun, but not exactly real 
life.

And it was wonderful the way whole families entered into life in the theme 
park, and even children and teenagers dressed up and took part.  Promenading 
around the streets and around the Sound Shell you got to see so many people 
of all ages, all wearing costumes and enjoying themselves.  Yet I noticed that 
in some parts of Napier there were noticeably fewer people participating: I 
went into the supermarket in Tamatea at one point, wearing my 1930s outfit, 
complete with hat, and found myself slightly but gloriously odd.  I’m already 
looking forward to Art Deco weekend 2017.

It struck me a few days later that for many in our society, the Church is likewise 
a theme park.  We dress up in strange outfits, which do not seem that strange 
to us anymore. We go to various events and talk to each other in strange jargon. 
We love it when whole families take part. And yet all of this seems to go on 
inside a sort of bubble which is not really connected with the world beyond the 
Church.  Sometimes other people look in at us, but mostly they don’t.  

This not somewhere they want to live, even though it might look fun for a 
weekend.  Sometimes we even act like that ourselves.  Even Holy Week can 
seem, if we are not careful, to be a special kind of theme park, almost as if we 
were acting out the events of that week in the lives of Jesus and the disciples in 
a way which is not connected with the rest of our lives.

The key thing is for the Church, and its events and we as its people, NOT to be 
like this.  For all we do to be real life – a life lived out in the sight of the world 
around us.  It is a life which is, by its engagement with God, a life that should 
be more real than anything else, and a life into which we invite others, by our 
actions and our words and by the joy which shines out of us.   

As we celebrate Easter we can remember that it is more than a weekend, 
more even than a season: it is the beginning of something new which spreads 
into the whole of our lives.  Every year Easter challenges us to be open to new 
possibilities, new ways of doing things and new ways of being.  Because Easter 
isn’t just about Jesus living newly after his death, nor even about us living newly 
after our own deaths, whenever they might happen.  

Easter is about us living newly here and now – and living it so convincingly that 
others may be enticed and welcomed into that new life.  For resurrection isn’t 
just about what happened to Jesus way back then in Jerusalem – resurrection 
is something we are challenged to live, here and now, in Napier, and Te Puke 
and Wairoa, and in a thousand other places.  And we can live it every day of our 
lives, and not just once a year. 

12
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Building Bridges, Hearts, Communities, Humanity
Dorothy Brooker reports on the 11th National Interfaith Forum

Welcoming	hospitality	from	Bishop	Kito	Pikaahu	and	Bishop	Ross	Bay	at	the	Selwyn	
Library	and	a	dinner	prepared	by	 the	Sikh	Community	 set	 the	 scene	 for	 those	of	
different	faiths	to	meet,	share	and	recognise	one	another	as	brothers	and	sisters.	

A	 wide	 range	 of	 speakers	 offered	 both	 relevant	 and	 challenging	 messages.	 The	 Keynote	
Speaker	was	The	Reverend	Victor	Kazanjian	an	Episcopalian	Priest	from	the	United	States	and	
the	Executive	Director	of	the	United	Religions	Initiative.	

He	spoke	of	diversity	being	seen	as	a	promise	and	not	as	a	problem,	and	regardless	of	our	
differences,	 our	 great	 diversity,	we	 are	 called	 to	 figure	 out	 how	we	 live	 together	with	 our	
differences.		

We	were	also	reminded	that	the	divine	mystery	of	life	through	many	faiths	has	been	
here	 from	 ancient	 times.	When	 we	 look	 into	 each	 other’s	 eyes	
and	take	each	other’s	hands	we	look	at	the	divine	spirit	known	by	
many	names.	

Building	 bridges	 in	 our	 different	 cultures	 brings	 us	 into	
conversation,	 and	 the	 measure	 of	 our	 success	 is	 how	 we	 treat	
minority	communities	and	each	other.

In	a	world	of	turmoil	military	action	is	not	the	answer	and	is	destroying	
our	planet.	Yet	many	are	now	turning	to	 interfaith	communities	 to	
find	a	way	forward.		We	heard	again	the	oft	quoted	words	of	Mahatma	
Gandhi:	everyone	has	a	place	around	the	table.

Small	group	work	encouraged	conversation	around	two	questions:

•	 What	are	the	most	significant	issues	in	your	community,	and	
what	can	you	do	as	members	of	‘interfaith’?

•	 What	are	the	barriers	of	my	tradition	that	stop	good	interfaith	
action?

The	challenge	set	before	us	was	to	not	just	see	the	potential	of	peace	but	also	the	reality	of	
peace;	peace	being	a	constant	process,	more	than	tolerance.	Peace	was	delightfully	described	
as	‘love	that	leaps	over	boundaries’.

Reports	from	Interfaith	groups	from	around	the	country	were	shared	by	many	from	around	
Aotearoa	New	Zealand	 including	the	opportunity	to	hear	 from	Dr	Anwar	Ghani	MNZM,	J.P.	
speaking	 on	 issues	 affecting	 the	 New	 Zealand	Muslim	 community.	 There	 are	 now	 46,000	
Muslims	living	in	Aotearoa	New	Zealand	from	seventy	different	nationalities,	and	Dr	Anwar	
spoke	of	Islamophobia	every	time	the	media	shares	some	world	event	where	the	word	Muslim	
is	used	and	the	effect	this	has	on	ordinary	citizens	who	happen	to	be	Muslim	in	our	country.	

Muslim	wish	to	be	known	as	Muslins	of	New	Zealand	
rather	than	Muslims	in	New	Zealand.	The	positive	and	
encouraging	challenge	to	his	report	reminded	is	that	
Interfaith	in	Aotearoa	can	show	the	rest	of	the	world	
how	to	do	it.	We	are	unique.

In	 the	midst	 of	 the	 number	 of	 speakers	 Professor	
Doug	 Pratt	 spoke	 of	 the	 great	 diversity	 in	 our	
society	 and	 of	 the	 Religious	 Diversity	 Centre	 in	
Wellington	due	to	be	opened	by	Helen	Clarke	on	
March	30th.	Doug	expressed	the	hope	that	this	will	
be	a	place	to	support	interfaith	work,	and	also	to	

show	diversity	in	a	positive	way,	fostering	understanding	
between	each	other,	and	to	help	value	one	another.	The	question	he	left	the	

gathering	with:	How	do	we	honour	diversity	where	many	reject	it?

The	Interfaith	service	on	Sunday	morning	held	at	St	Luke’s	Presbyterian	Community	Church	
in	Remuera	Road	was	both	moving	and	uplifting.	Words	(gifts)	of	wisdom	from	the	Muslim,	
Jewish,	Sikh	and	Baha’i	traditions	were	shared,	and	after	recalling	the	sorrows	of	our	world,		
words	(gifts)	of	wisdom	from	the	Christian,	Hindu	and	Buddhist	traditions	were	offered	before	
we	passed	a	sign	of	peace	to	one	another.		

If	you	are	interested	in	knowing	more	about	interfaith	work	in	your	area	talk	to	either	John	
Hebenton	John.HebentonTSSF@gmail.com	 ,	Vicar	of	Gate	Pa,	Tauranga	or	Dorothy	Brooker	
dmbrook@clear.net.nz	in	Hawke’s	Bay.

Sargram School of Indian Music
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A Century ago in 
Waiapu Gazette
 
Stephen Donald

Sunday Schools were an integral part of any congregation a 
century ago, often being the only overt expression of the Christian 
faith in isolated communities. A series of articles in early 1916 
in the Gazette show the priority given, although the examiners 
were obviously disappointed to receive papers from so few parishes 
across the diocese.

Sunday School Festival
Wednesday, December 15th, 1915. After the Celebration at 
6.30 a.m. in the .Cathedral, at which the Bishop was celebrant, 
the teachers, who had come from some of the neighbouring 
parishes, went to breakfast. Matins were read at 9 a.m. and the 
Litany and Intercession at 10.30 a.m. The Rev G. D. Castle, M.A., 
Vicar of Kilbirnie, Wellington Diocese, came at the invitation of 
the Bishop to give addresses, which were listened to with great 
interest and much benefit to both teachers and clergy present. 

After an organ recital in the Cathedral, which was enjoyed by 
all present, a conference followed Mr Castle’s second address. 
This proved very helpful, especially the discussion on Sunday 
School Examinations, brought up by Canon Tuke. The debate 
was so keen that many wished for more time to continue it, but 
it was impossible. After some refreshing afternoon tea on the 
pretty lawn of the Cathedral Vicarage, the conference closed 
with Evensong. 

Those present (and but for there being no half-holiday that week 
there would’ have been a much larger attendance) felt grateful 
to the Rev. G. D. Castle, whose addresses gave much food for 
thought. The Bishop, after consulting the teachers, stated that 
no doubt a better time could be found for the Festival, and he 
would arrange for it in an earlier month next year. A beginning 
has been made and teachers will look forward to the next 
Festival as a time for getting much help in their sacred work, let 
alone the joy of meeting and knowing each other, and kneeling, 
together at the Altar with special intercessions for the Sunday 
School work. To Deaconess Esther Brand we owe our thanks 

for acting as Secretary etc. and to Canon and Mrs Mayne for the 
enjoyable hour on the Cathedral Vicarage lawn. 

Junion Grade Examinations
The only Sunday Schools which sent any answers were S. 
Augustine’s, Napier; Hukarere School; S. Mark’s, Clive ; 
Havelock North; Otane; Te Aute - Pukehou; Te Aute College; 
Te Karaka; and Te Puke (including Papamoa). Of these, all the 
Clive, and most, of the Te Puke and Te Aute children did only 
the Catechism paper. As showing that the questions were not at 
all difficult, two of the S. Augustine’s pupils obtained full marks 
in both papers, and two others (V. Dawes and Ada Thomas) 
got full marks for the Catechism. The answers of Myrtle Elmes 
and James Kerr, of S. Augustine’s, to both sets of questions were 
all that could be desired from children of any age, and both 
equally deserved the full marks. It was impossible to make any 
difference between them, although in some cases they took 
different questions. 

I would like to point out that practically all the children did 
well in the Catechism paper, and those who failed did so owing 
to ignorance of both Old and New Testaments. This should be 
corrected during 1916 as far as possible. Arthur F. Williams 

Senior and Intermediate Grades - Examiner's Remarks
The work of teaching shown in the Sunday Schools which have 
undertaken examination in the Senior and Intermediate grades 
has reached a uniformly good level, and the results give much 
cause for encouragement to press forward to greater effort. I 
may be permitted to single out the following Schools as showing 
exceptionally clear and concise instruction taking them in the 
order in which the returns came in: S. Augustine’s, Dannevirke, 
Te Karaka, Te Puke. 

In quite a considerable number of cases there has been confusion 
of names and titles, between the New Testament and the Old 
Testament. I am told that the instruction in the Schools is wholly 

oral. If this is so it would easily account for the confusion of 
thought. It seems to me that instruction would be more effective 
if the scholars were required to read in turn, during the progress 
of the lesson, the Scripture basis of the lesson. 

I have been obliged to go carefully through the printed lessons 
both in setting the papers and in awarding the marks, and it 
seems to me that these deal far too much with abstract doctrinal 
ideas. Children of the age of those under examination have 
not yet developed the faculties, which can grasp much of 
the teaching which is set in the lessons prescribed. This is an 
opinion which I have formed during the progress of the last two 
examinations, and I offer it now as a suggestion which, might be 
worth considering.  F. W. Martin 1

(Endnotes)

1  Waiapu Church Gazette, Volume VI, Issue 8, 1 February 1916

Looking for ideas for talks in church, Sunday School...?
Check out this new resource.  Just type http://connectible.nz/ 

in your browser and esplore.
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Deborah Broome checks out one of Anglican Care Waiapu’s lesser-known aged care facilities.

olwyn	 House,	 in	 the	 Hastings	 suburb	 of	 Mahora,	 is	
home	to	68	(soon	to	be	69)	residents	with	stage	three	
dementia	 or	 psychogeriatric	 needs.	 	 And	 that	 word	

‘home’	 is	 used	 deliberately:	 Facility	 manager	 Grant	 Murray	
explains	that	residents	do	indeed	feel	their	room	
is	their	home,	and	feel	settled	there.		Certainly	the	
complex	is	pleasant:	lounge	and	dining	areas	look	
out	 into	 the	 back	 garden	 or	 into	 bright	 flower-
filled	courtyards,	bedrooms	are	a	good	size,	and	
the	corridors	are	wide	and	easy	to	move	around.		

The	 facility	 has	 its	 own	 van	 and	 driver	 so	 that	
residents	can	be	taken	out	to	local	areas	–	to	drive	
past	 familiar	places,	or	out	 into	 the	countryside,	
something	particularly	welcomed	by	 those	who	
have	 spent	 their	 earlier	 lives	on	a	 farm.	There	 is	
even	a	resident	budgie	and	a	cat.		Note	to	self:	if	I	
move	into	a	rest	home,	find	one	with	a	cat.

Colwyn	 House	 was	 built	 privately	 in	 1997	 and	
bought	 by	 Anglican	 Care	 (Waiapu)	 Limited	 in	
2008.	The	newest	wing,	Pohutukawa,	was	opened	
in	2014,	joining	the	Kowhai	and	Matai	wings.		Late	
last	year	a	palliative	room	was	opened	and	blessed	
by	 Bishop	 Andrew:	 this	 caters	 for	 the	 needs	 of	
residents	who	require	special	care.		It	opens	onto	
a	 separate	courtyard,	making	 it	easier	 for	 family	
and	whanau	who	 come	 to	 spend	precious	days	
with	their	loved	ones.	

When	I	asked	Grant	Murray	what	he	enjoys	most	
about	working	at	Colwyn	House	his	response	was	
immediate:	it’s	the	staff.		‘The	level	of	care,	the	commitment	
and	passion	that	our	staff	have	to	looking	after	our	residents	
is	exceptional.		You	have	to	be	a	pretty	special	sort	of	person	
to	work	here.’	 	Grant	 speaks	highly	of	 the	 relationships	and	
bonds	 the	 staff	make	with	 residents’	 families:	 ‘they	 care	 so	

much,	 and	 get	 upset	 when	 someone	 dies,	 and	 they	 enjoy	
being	able	to	help	families	when	they	have	to	face	the	time	
when	residential	care	becomes	necessary.’

the	 residents.	 	 Many	 of	 the	 staff	 come	 from	 India	 and	 the	
Philippines,	and	so	an	ESOL	(English	as	a	Second	Language)	
course	is	starting	to	assist	them	with	their	spoken	English.		As	
with	everywhere	in	the	Aged	Care	sector,	wage	rates	are	an	

issue.	 	Some	staff	are	on	 the	minimum	wage:	
Grant	 Murray	 believes	 they	 deserve	 more,	
‘but	we	 are	 limited	by	what	we	get	 from	 the	
government.		Last	year	we	got	a	0.7%	increase	
–	which	went	nowhere’.			

Like	 Grant,	 part-time	 chaplain	 Elaine	 Walsh	
also	has	a	highlight	about	working	at	Colwyn	
House:	 the	 people.	 	 Her	 philosophy,	 which	
underpins	all	her	work,	is	that	‘people	matter	to	
God’.		One	of	her	hopes	is	that	no-one	should	
die	alone,	and	she	thinks	particularly	of	those	
residents	who	don’t	have	 family	 living	 locally	
and	tries	to	be	with	them	in	their	last	moments.		
Elaine	 arranges	 a	 church	 service	 on	 the	 first	
Sunday	 of	 the	 month,	 working	 with	 priests	
Tim	Barker	from	the	local	parish,	and	Dorothy	
Brooker	 from	 Waiapu	 Cathedral.	 	 Family	
members	are	encouraged	to	join	the	residents	
for	the	service.		At	present	there	is	not	a	chapel,	
but	it	is	hoped	to	add	a	flexible	meeting	room	
which	 will	 double	 as	 a	 chapel	 in	 a	 building	
project	planned	for	the	next	two	or	three	years.		
Grant	 Murray	 is	 keen	 to	 involve	 staff	 in	 the	
design	of	that	new	building,	drawing	on	their	
practical	knowledge	and	expertise.	

Both	 Elaine	 and	Grant	 feel	 it	 is	 a	 privilege	 to	
work	at	Colwyn	House.	 	‘It’s	 a	 real	privilege	 to	have	people	
come	to	live	here,	and	to	have	people	choose	to	bring	their	
loved	ones	here.’	says	Grant.	

Colwyn	 has	 about	 100	 staff:	 administration,	 caregivers,	
registered	 nurses,	 team	 leaders,	 kitchen,	 cleaners,	
maintenance,	 grounds	 and	 laundry	 staff	 and	 those	 who	
run	activities,	even	down	to	Jack	who	drives	the	van,	cleans	
the	 windows	 and	 has	 many	 wonderful	 conversations	 with	

Colwyn House Manger, Grant Murray and Chaplain Elaine Walsh stand 
outside the Pohutukawa Wing



Bible Gender Sexuality: Reframing the Church’s Debate on 
Same-Sex Relationships, James V Brownson (Grand Rapids, 
Mich: 2013, Eerdmans) reviewed by Deborah Broome

I had ordered this for our Diocesan Library and read it over 
the summer – and then the A Way Forward report came out 
and I saw Brownson’s book was one of the resources listed 

in the bibliography. It is a very useful discussion of some of the 
key issues, and begins by admitting that ‘the church is stuck on 
the question of homosexuality. ‘Much of the debate is driven 
by people with uncompromising positions at the extreme ends 
of the spectrum: this book is written for the majority in the 
middle. It takes the Bible seriously but acknowledges that there 

are still some questions that need answering and areas that require further discernment.

Brownson takes a big picture view, looking at the moral vision of gender and sexuality 
that Scripture commends, and asking some key questions over how flexible and 
adaptable that vision is in different cultures and contexts. It seeks to find a way forward, 
out of the polarisation that has characterised the sexuality debate, so it will be helpful 
both in North America (where Brownson is based) and also, I believe, for us here in 
Aotearoa New Zealand.  

Brownson examines key hermeneutical (i.e. interpretive) principles – and then digs 
beneath to find the underlying moral logic that can help us when we are in a new 
context and looking to the Bible to come up with answers to questions which no-one 
has asked before. In particular he looks for the moral logic that underpins key areas 
that shape our biblical understanding of sexuality in general: patriarchy, the ‘one-flesh’ 
bond of marriage, procreation and celibacy. I found this going back to first principles 
to be incredibly useful.  There is also a detailed exploration of the ‘boundary language’ 
of Romans 1:24-27, framed along the major parameters of lust and desire, purity and 
impurity, honour and shame, and nature.

In short, this book is well worth a read, for anyone who is keen to do their homework on 
how the Bible can shape our attitudes to sexuality in general and to the questions around 
same-sex relationships in particular. I guess that would be most of us! Particularly 
helpful are the handy ‘summing up’ sections at the end of each chapter which review 
the key points.  

Book Reviews
Bonhoeffer as Youth Worker: a Theological Vision for 
Discipleship and Life Together, Andrew Root (Grand Rapids, 
Mich: 2014, Baker) reviewed by Deborah Broome

Dietrich Bonhoeffer is a hero to many – but what has 
the life and witness of a theologian and martyr killed 
in 1945 got to do with youth work, which is arguably a 

post-World War II North American phenomenon? Well, plenty, 
according to Andrew Root, who sees Bonhoeffer as ‘the first 
theological youth worker.’ Root traces Bonhoeffer’s theological 
development from the young boy growing up in a sheltered 
upper-middle class family in early 20th century Germany, 
through the young student helping out with a children’s Sunday 
School class while working on his doctoral dissertation to the 

head of the underground seminary at Finkenwalde and plotter against Hitler. He finds a 
thread of powerful interactions with children and young people, and Bonhoeffer’s deep 
theological reflections on these.  
The first part of the book is an analysis of Bonhoeffer’s writings from Sanctorum Communio 
(that first doctoral thesis) to some of the Letters and Papers from Prison, focusing on his 
engagement with and theological approach to youth work. Over the years I’ve read most 
of Bonhoeffer, but included in this was something I’d not seen before – a piece entitled 
‘Eight Theses on Youth Work’ written some time during the early 1930s. The book is 
worth it for this alone. 
The second part of Root’s book looks more deeply at two key Bonhoeffer texts, Discipleship 
ad Life Together, exploring the central themes of these for their relevance to contemporary 
youth ministry.  In essence Root’s aim here is to ‘pull us from our voyage through the 
early decades of the twentieth century and return us back to our own time’, showing how 
the themes might frame our own practice.  He links Discipleship with the direct praxis of 
youth ministry, and Life Together with how youth pastors might live out their vocations. 
Both books were written at the height of the German church struggle – and yet there is 
so much that is directly applicable to our own context.
This book is aimed firstly at youth workers, and secondly at Bonhoeffer scholars. Both 
groups will benefit from reading Bonhoeffer’s deeply thought-out insights into the place 
of young people – and those who seek to nurture them – in the Church today. He argues 
for a real integration of youth, and youth work, into the rest of the Church: ‘it is the task 
of youth not to reshape the church, but rather to listen to the Word of God; it is the task 
of the church not to capture the youth, but to teach and proclaim the Word of God’.  
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