
In July Bishop Andrew announced a new era for the Children, Youth and Families Ministry in the Diocese of 
Waiapu. The Koru Ministry was officially born on 1st August with the appointment of Jocelyn Czerwonka as the 
Koru Ministry Leader.

This new ministry will support existing ministry in parishes, and facilitate new initiatives encouraging parishes to 
explore new ways of engaging with children, families and youth in their communities.  

In this edition of Waiapu News you will be able to read more of how this Koru Ministry focus has come to fruition 
and the assistance provided by parishes throughout Waiapu when you engaged with the survey Jocelyn undertook 
on behalf of the Children, Youth and Families Committee to help us redefine our direction into the future. Read 
more on page 6.
Pictured: New Koru Ministry Leader, Jocelyn Czerwonka relaxing during the school holidays with her grandchildren Mykah 
(nearly 6 at left), Poppy (6 months) and Indiana (4 – at right)
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Launching Waiapu Koru Ministry
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             reetings and peace in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

This month I had the privilege of presiding at a service at 
St James’ Church, Mahora in Hastings to mark the patronal 
festival of the parish. This particular celebration of the 
patronal festival carried with it another purpose, the ending 
of worship in the church for the Parish of St James, Mahora.

It has been nearly two years since I was first approached 
by the clergy of the parishes in Hastings and Regional 
Dean of Hawke’s Bay asking to have a conversation with 
me about their parishes. The discussions that we held over 
several months developed around concerns that the clergy 
were expressing about the present state and future of their 
parishes. After a few delays in the discussions I initiated a 
review of all of the parishes in Hastings to help clergy and 
laity assess their parish and what the future may hold for 
each of them, St Matthew’s Hastings, St Peter’s Riverslea and 
St James’ Mahora.

The Regional Dean in Hawke’s Bay, Rev’d David van Oeveren 
with the assistance of the Rev’d Ian Render led the review 
with each parish, initially as a process to look at all three 
parishes together. As the review progressed it became clear 
to me that while the long-term future may hold space for 
the relationships between the parishes to be held closely 
together it was important to give each parish its own 
attention and space to address the needs specific to each 
situation. 

Given the space to consider themselves, their history, their 
life together now and with wonderings about the future, 
the parishioners of St James’ Mahora made the courageous 
decision to invite me to hold a service to end worship at St 
James. This was the service that I led on their patronal festival.

I want to acknowledge the depth of feeling that parishioners 
brought to this decision and the service. It is not something 
that was done lightly or without cost to individuals. The parish 

G

Clergy attending the Mahora service, from left Rev'ds Jan Tapper, Howard Pilgrim, Ian Render, 
David van Oeveren, Helen Wilderspin and Lynette Gordon

have worked hard over the past few months to address their 
grief at the significant change that is marked by this decision. 

The parishioners have moved out of their comfort zones and 
have begun to explore belonging to neighbouring parishes 
in Hastings and beyond in Taradale, Havelock North and 
Napier. I would like to acknowledge and pay tribute to the 
Rev’d Jan Tapper and Rev’d Lynette Gordon who have given a 
great deal of the gifts which have been nurtured in their lives 
by God’s grace to the people and community of the Parish of 
St James’ in recent years.  I would also like to acknowledge 
and give thanks to the many lay people who have equally 
invested the gifts that God has given them into the parish, 
and especially to those who witnessed the building of the 
church. Your faith, service to your parish and community, and 
courageous grace bear testimony to the love of God to which 
you turn daily for strength 
and hope.

These are not easy occasions 
but this was one in which 
God’s tender grace was 
palpable. There is much 
work still ahead to consider 
all the practical details of 
what happens to things in 
the church but know that as 
much care as possible will 
be taken with every precious 
element of this pace of 
worship. Equally the future 
possibilities of the building 
will be cared for with respect 
for the heritage of investment 
of past generations. All is not 
lost and with time we may 
see that new springs of life 
emerge in unexpected ways. 

However, for now, the decision that this parish made is to be 
honoured and the sense of exhaustion to be acknowledged 
and cared for. I was pleased to see that among the 180 
present in the congregation for this service that there were 
many parishioners from St Matthew’s and St Peter’s offering 
a warm welcome and commitment to the parishioners of St 
James.

Change and challenge are not new to the Chrisitan Church 
and as we think of the parishioners of St James’ moving to 
find a new Anglican home for worship let us be reminded 
that the God of love who first loves us and invites us to receive 
that love and share it with the world goes before us and will 
provide a place for us to rest and worship. May the enduring 
strength, courage and hope of the Holy Spirit guide us all 
now and into the future.
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Chlildren at the farewell service of St James' Mahora in preparation to release their balloons
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two different jobs – and I started 
to think about ordination.’ In 
hindsight, this was not a completely new thing – even 
as a child, she had had a wish ‘to be doing something for 
God’. Teaching itself was also a vocation – much more than 
just an academic job.

Deborah went to Cranmer Hall in Durham for her training, 
and was ordained priest by Bishop Tom Wright on 30 June 
2007 – though it was Bishop John Pritchard (who lead the 
Bible Studies at General Synod 2016) who oversaw her 
discernment and training process. Deborah served a curacy 
and was a non-stipendiary associate priest at St Luke’s 
Hartlepool while teaching RE full-time at a local school; ‘it 
was quite busy’.

Husband Paul came to New Zealand for a change of lifestyle, 
while Deborah initially stayed to see their boys through 
their education before looking around for positions here. 
There were a couple of school chaplaincy positions going in 
the Waikato, which she heard about through Bishop Helen-
Ann, and decided to apply for. Chaplaincy, she says, ‘brings 
together the thing that I’ve done all the way through’. In 
January 2015 she moved from the UK to be chaplain at St 

Introducing Deborah Wilson, Woodford’s New Chaplain
Deborah Broome introduces a newcomer to the Diocese of Waiapu.

Born and growing up in Lincoln, England, with its lovely 
cathedral, Deborah attended a Methodist Sunday 
School as a child before coming to faith in the Anglican 

Church as a teenager. After school she headed off to study in 
Manchester. She had originally planned to study French but 
switched to theology, eventually writing a doctoral thesis 
on Moltmann’s Trinitarian theology. ‘Learning to think in a 
theological way’ is how she describes the impact her thesis 
had on her. Training as a teacher, Deborah spent several years 
teaching Religious Education in the northeast of England. It 
was during this time that she met and married Paul, a lawyer, 
and sons David and Joseph were born.

It was when the boys were born that Deborah got more 
involved in her local Anglican church, partly from a sense of 
deeper spirituality within herself and partly the community 
aspects of the parish – a good mother-children group which 
met regularly in the day-time and would go away on retreat 
together. Eventually she became a Lay Reader, with the 
preaching, teaching, leading, and funeral ministry that went 
along with that role. It was in the late 1990s that Deborah 
began to feel that ‘there was something more out there’.  
‘With church work and work at school it was like I was doing 

Peter’s Cambridge, a co-ed Anglican school, and stayed there 
until April this year when she moved to Woodford House.

What is Woodford like? ‘I’m really happy here’, Deborah says. 
’It’s a lovely family school, with a real sense of kindness about 
it. There’s a strong parents’ association, and it’s a place in 
touch with its roots. The chapel is physically, and in other 
ways, at the centre of the school.’ She loves the beautiful rose 
windows, and the way the curriculum is structured around 
that: the idea of having a centre, being centred on God.

Being a school chaplain – leading worship in chapel and 
teaching RE – makes for a busy life: what does she do to relax? 
Deborah says she loves getting out on her bike on all the 
great cycle routes around Hawkes Bay. She enjoys swimming 
as well, though she is really arrived at the wrong time of year 
for that. She’s made good connections with the parish of St 
Luke’s Havelock North and preaches there on occasion. And 
her football team? Manchester United!

From left Head Prefect Tommy Lamb, Rev'd Deborah Wilson, School Principal 
Jule Peterson and Bishop Andrew



Eastern Bay of  Plenty remembers  
25 years of  3-tikanga church

Rohe and parishes get together on Te Pouhere Sunday. 

This year marks 25 years since the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia’s new constitution, 
Te Pouhere, came into being. Appropriately clergy and laity from the Rohe of Te Kaha and Te Mataatua including 
the Ruatoki and Whakatane congregations, and the parishes of Edgecumbe-Kawerau, Ōpōtiki and Whakatāne 

gathered in Whakatāne for a combined Eucharist on Te Pouhere Sunday. The Reverend Dr Te Waaka Melbourne preached 
telling the story of this journey which is unique in the Anglican Communion. Te Waaka and the Reverend Adrienne 
Bruce then co-presided. Following kai, many regathered for kōrero around future options for working together. More 
combined services was one of the ideas keenly supported. Pictured are the congregation at the conclusion of the service.

Taupo St John cadets 
earn their ‘Faith’ badge
By Jenny Chalmers

Easter is a busy time for Anglicans, and especially 
Anglican parish priests. But around the busyness of 
the Easter services, in my role as St John Taupo Area 

Chaplain and vicar of St Andrew’s Taupo, I managed to 
fit in some tutoring for St John cadets studying for their 
‘Faith’ badge. 

Perhaps it wasn’t the most convenient time of the year but 
with all of the pageantry of Easter and the local Easterfest 
celebration put on by the combined Taupo churches, 
there were some great props and study aids.

For example early on Friday morning, the combined 
churches, who were walking around Taupo on a prayer 
journey, with a cross, prayed outside the ambulance 
station and we were able to go outside and join them. 

With Taupo Divisional Youth manager, Trish Vaile we 
worked out the programme earlier in the week. We 
started by talking about what it is to be Christian and 
as most of the cadets are church attenders we had 
some good foundations to work on. Then the cadets 
individually researched another religion. Mostly they 
chose Islam or Judaism, and it is really important to me 
that with all the misinformation about, the cadets gain 
some understanding of the main beliefs and practices 
of another religion. Finally Rachael Kereopa, a teacher at 
the Taupo Christian School, came the following week and 
completed the badge work by explaining Taha Wairua. 
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Changing patterns, changing times

A blog written by Carey Nieuwhof1 in 
2015 entitled ’10 Predictions about 
the Future Church and Shifting 

Attendance Patterns’ begins by stating: 
‘Every generation experiences changes’ and 
‘churches that love their model more than 
the mission will die’. It’s challenging stuff, 
for us as Anglicans who like our model but 
are still challenged by the mission of the 
church.  

Recognising that ‘our model’  has been less 
effective over more recent years led the 
Children, Youth and Families Committee 
to commission a survey of every parish in 
Waiapu to learn more about the current 
state of this ministry and what the future 
direction for ministry to the younger 
generations in our communities might be.  

Probably the most revealing responses 
were to the questions: what is life giving? 
and what barriers do you see in the way of 
future development? 

We began by asking, what is happening in parishes?

20 parishes/ministry units (of 32) offer a children’s activity at 
Sunday morning worship, however most commented that 
children are not always present and leadership is fragile. Most 
provide a child-friendly space. three parishes run a regular 
youth group and one was running ‘Friends and Heroes’ (now 
in recess). three parishes have a part time paid children/youth 
worker. Those parishes with early childhood centres and 
after-school care attempt to build connections with special 
services, story times, and other events. Eight parishes were 
engaged with Messy Church (with more beginning since the 
survey) and others expressed an interest in starting Messy 
Church. Most parishes work hard at doing ‘one-off’ events to 

reach families e.g. at Christmas, Easter, St Francis Day. Over 
the last five years, 10 parishes have engaged with Leadership 
Training for Youth (LT4Youth) – another two have since signed 
up young people.  

When asked what were the barriers to effective ministry to 
children, youth and families it was rather sobering to learn 
that for 85-90% of parishes an aging congregation, lack of 
energy and lack of people-power were the main barriers. 
Some even confessed that every-day ministry was ‘draining’ 
and wondered how long they could keep going. Others 
talked about fear of burn-out for both volunteers and clergy.  

On the positive side it was heartening to discover that some 

things were encouraging and energising for those 
who were getting involved. These included Bible-in-
Schools (where it is still allowed), reading in schools, 
opportunities to share the gospel with children and 
families and one off events such as festivals, picnics, 
shared parish events. Top Parish was a highlight for 
many. Leadership Training for Youth (LT4Youth) 
has provided an opportunity for mentoring and 
discipleship within church communities. In parishes 
where Messy Church was being run there was a 
sense of hope and excitement. All said this was a 
‘life-giving’ ministry.  

When asked about the hope for new/future 
ministries, these included: paid children/youth 
leaders in parishes, Messy Church, LT4Youth, 
teams for Top Parish, new expressions of church, 
intergenerational services, mentoring, shared 
ministry with Tikanga Māori, reviving past 
ministries.

With regard to resources, most parishes admitted 
to having very few ‘leaders’ between 20-50 years of 
age. These are the people who traditionally would 

have been our active leaders in Sunday-School and Youth 
Groups.  It’s like the parents of the families have disappeared. 
Some commented they haven’t accessed the Diocesan/
Regional Youth staff because they were for ‘youth’ and they 
have no youth.  

In summary the Children, Youth & Families Committee agreed 
that these issues outlined in the survey are not just a Waiapu 
‘thing’, or an Anglican ‘thing’ or for that matter a Kiwi ‘thing’. 
We are experiencing generational change in a ‘post-Christian’ 
world. So the decision was made to re-structure and launch 
the Koru Ministry.
1https://careynieuwhof.com/10-predictions-about-the-
future-church-and-shifting-attendance-patterns/ 

Jocelyn Czerwonka explains the recent diocesan-wide survey.
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You can find Nabih Mansour, a Lebanese refugee of Muslim faith, every Tuesday 
at St Luke’s Rotorua cooking delicious Mediterranean food for from fifty to a 
hundred hungry guests at the Drop-in Lunch. On 10th February, this year a 

ceremony was held in the Rotorua Lakes Council Chambers to welcome some new 
citizens as New Zealanders. Among them was Nabih who has been our volunteer 
chef since the beginning of 2011. At the citizenship ceremony Nabih said: ‘This is a 
big honour for me. At 69 years I am not a refugee anymore. New Zealand gave me a 
home, and I will give it my pride and my loyalty. I am proud to be a Kiwi.’

Having a New Zealand Passport meant that Nabih and his Kiwi wife Cate could at 
long last plan a trip back to his previous home in Jordan and to visit his sick sister in 
Israel without fearing that he would be detained as a returning refugee. Nabih is a 
Muslim but as part of his planning for this trip he asked for prayers for safe passage 
at our Drop-In morning karakia, so a small group gathered and prayed with Nabih 
that the Lord would go before them and make it possible for he and Cate to be 
reunited with family from whom he had been separated for over twenty years.   

A week later, as Nabih and Cate lined up at one of the strictly guarded checkpoints 
between Jordan and Israel, Nabih thought of our prayers and wondered if God 
had heard them. They were expecting the usual three-hour delay and lots of 
questions before they could get through. Even more worrying was whether 
they would be let out again. At the counter Nabih and Cate handed over their 
passports and the questioning began: ‘Why do you want to come to Israel?’; 
‘Who was your father?’; ‘Who was your grandfather?’ As they answered each 
question a supervisor standing at the back came forward. He asked Nabih if he 
spoke Arabic and where he came from. ‘We’re from Rotorua in New Zealand,’ he 
answered in Arabic. ‘Have you been there?’ ‘Yes, a few times’ was the response.

Nabih told him he sold Mediterranean food at the Rotorua Night Market every 
Thursday night. ‘I was there two years ago!’ said the delighted supervisor – ‘I 
bought one of your falafels!’ After this there were no more questions, and 
Nabih and Cate were through the checkpoint in ten minutes with an open stamp so they 
could come and go as they wished.

On their return to Rotorua and to cooking duties at the Drop-In, Nabih was delighted to be 
able to tell anyone who would listen about his experience of how God prepared the way so he 
could see his family in Israel - how God can work through a simple prayer and a good falafel.

As told to Alex Czerwonka.

Nabih in front of the Church of the Multiplication of the Loaves & Fishes in Tabgha, on the 

Northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee. An appropriate location for St Luke’s Drop In chef 
who does the same miracle every Tuesday.

To Israel on a Prayer and a Falafel
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Matariki  
Jocelyn Czerwonka links Matariki and stargazing in a Messy Church Context.

Joining in with our unrehearsed ‘Matariki Makarena’ 
must have been an amusing sight for our Mexican 
visitors to Messy Church in Rotorua.  Matariki Messy 

Church wasn’t so much about getting messy, but about 
discovering God’s message to us through the stars and God’s 
amazing creation.  As Martin Luther is quoted as saying:  ‘God 
writes the Gospel not in the Bible alone, but also on trees, and 
in the flowers and clouds and stars.’  

Star making, star gazing, star shooting, hearing about God’s 
promise to Abraham in the stars, star prayers and stars in our 
dinner, were all part of our Matariki Messy Church. Star gazing 
took place in our darkened chapel with star gazers lying on 
cushions and using torch light to see the scriptures in the 
stars above. Kites were made sending prayers to heaven, 
beautiful ‘whetu’ (stars) were crafted from flax and paper 
and a poster created with hands reaching to the stars. It was 
a good opportunity for us to explore the Māori tradition of 

Matariki and learn new waiata. We need a bit more practice at 
doing the Matariki Makarena but it was fun trying!

Most of all it was fun sharing Messy Church Matariki with 
visitors from Mexico, newcomers and people of all ages. It 
was great to do Messy Church in a way that embraced who 
we are as Christian people of Aotearoa.  
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Resourcing  

When one little girl arrived at the Messy Church service held at the end of our Messy 
Church Resourcing Day, she delighted in telling me ‘We’ve come to make the church 
messy!’  And she did, along with many others who gathered from Hawkes Bay, 

Waiapu, Te Manawa o Te Wheke and Te Tairawhiti. And what fun we had. It was such a delight 
to see people from 0 – 80+ gathering to have a hands on experience of Church – in a ‘messy’ 
kind of way.

What do you think of when you hear the name ‘Messy Church’?  Does it conjure up visions of 
church at all?  

Do you think ‘mess’ first or Church first? I see Messy Church as a ‘new wine skin’ being filled 
with ‘new wine’ (Matthew 9:17). It’s very different to how we have been church before. I can’t 
help but think Jesus would love getting messy with us all! It 
overturns some of our traditional ways of being church and 
grounds us in a way of ‘doing church together’. 

All ages doing church together, siblings helping siblings, 
grandparents or ‘wannabe’ grandparents getting messy 
while painting with children, seniors playing ‘Shoot the stars’, 
all ages singing and dancing together, nobody sitting still for 
long, but everyone chatting, engaging and reflecting on the 
Gospel Message for the day. And then there is the meal. Sitting 
down at table together, sharing the meal, more chatting, more 
reflecting, being ‘family’ together. When children (and even 
adults will admit to this) start counting the sleeps till the next 
Messy Church, we know we are on to something.  

Some have asked me – ‘but will it bring people to church?’  
Well yes it definitely does – it brings them to Messy Church, a 
place to have fellowship together, to hear the gospel, to pray 
together, to sing songs of worship together, to grow as disciples 
together. Yes it brings people to church (not the usual Sunday 
morning traditional services but their own new congregations). 
More importantly it’s a place where all can grow in our faith and 
understanding of God’s love for each and every one of us.  It is 
CHURCH – in a messy kind of way!

Don’t get me wrong, I still love the traditional worship of the Anglican Church, it is part of my 
DNA.  Sadly though over the years I have realised it can’t be the only way we offer church.  It 
just doesn’t ‘cut the mustard’ as some would say for many people today.  We have to be willing 

By Jocelyn Czerwonka, our new Koru Ministry Leader.

to accept change and new ways of being church, as uncomfortable and messy as that might 
be.  Messy Church isn’t the only way, but it’s a new way that we can embrace and be energised 
by. Getting back to the new wine in a new wine skin, I suspect that is a whole lot less messy 
than a leaky old wine skin trying to hold new wine. It’s time to get into the business of making 
new wine in new wine skins.

I’m glad we have people excited about ‘coming to make the church messy’!
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Bill Bennett - Author and Songwriter 
Alister Hendery (Vicar of Central Hawkes Bay) reflects on the launch of When the Tui Calls: Rural Ministry – Origins and Futures

Officially this was an occasion to launch and bless 
Bill Bennett’s latest book, When the Tui Calls: Rural 
Ministry – Origins and Futures, but it turned out 

to be a bit more than that. Over 70 people had gathered in 
Waipawa, within Central Hawke's Bay Parish. It’s an area that 
Bill knows well and it seemed right to hold the launch in the 
newest and largest rural parish within Waiapu Diocese. 

The vicar of Central Hawke’s Bay quoted from Bishop Andrew’s 
Foreword to the book: ‘We are blessed by the insights and 
reflections of this most faithful priest who has been deeply 
immersed in rural life, with a profound faith in God and desire 
to speak that faith in a meaningful and relevant way.’ It was 
then revealed that there was a subtext to the celebration. 
‘Those gathered here wish to honour you Bill, for you hold 
a special place in the life of our diocese and within rural 
ministry in Aotearoa New Zealand.’

Bill’s ordained ministry, which began in 1963, was recounted. 
In addition to a sojourn in the Church of England, Bill has 
served in Tauranga, Clive, St. John’s Cathedral, Waerenga-
Hika, Waipaoa, Te Puke, Dannevirke, Woodville, Westshore, 
Riverslea, Waipawa, Waipukurau, as well as in Hawkes Bay as 
Bishop’s Chaplain. As Noel Hendery said, ‘Over the years Bill 
has been vicar, ministry enabler and now organist, occasional 
visiting priest, and congregational member. What can’t this 
man do? Then, of course, there’s the theologian and Waiapu’s 
poet laureate.’

Hugh McBain recalled the foundational work Bill undertook 
when he introduced Local Shared Ministry to Hawkes Bay, and 
‘his ability to minister to rural folk maintaining that important 
link with rural people that he talks about in his book.’ Hugh 
went on to say, ‘One of the requirements of being a good 
priest is the ability to gather people together. Bill certainly has 
this gift and continues using it with his organising of Monday 
walks and looking after retired clergy and their families.’ 

In addition to his books, Bill has gifted the church 
through his music and compositions – expressions 
of his creativity and passion. Noel Hendery put 
it well: ‘You really have enriched our culture, our 
sense of belongingness, our faith. And you are 
always so genuinely modest about it. And I know 
how important Wendy has been as your help-
mate.’ Together, they have offered, and continue 
to offer, a life-time of ministry in which, as Hugh 
McBain said, ‘you have used your many talents to 
serve us all. You are both truly living treasures of 
our Diocese of Waiapu.’ 

John Flavell then honoured Bill in song.  
 

Listen to the cry of the Tui.  

we stitch it from the top, we stitch it from the 
bottom,

we stitch it from the inside, we stitch it from 
the outside.

Twine, twine, twine together.

Through the launch of his book Bill has, as 
John remarked, ‘brought us all together. The 
cry of the tui joins us during this season of 
Matariki. Your  humility, your ministry, your 
writing, and your music are special to Waiapu 
and beyond – especially the Māori kupu you 
use in your writing. Tui, tui, tuia.

After all that, When the ui Calls was finally 
launched and blessed by Bishop Andrew. 
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The Rev’d Henare Wepiha Te Wainohu (Ngāti 
Pahauwera, Ngāti Kahungunu) was chaplain to the 
Māori contingent at Gallipoli, and later to the Pioneer 
Māori Battalion on the Western Front. Returning in 1919 
to minister in his home area of Wairoa, he died of cancer 
on 1 October 1920 aged only 38. A statue in his honour, 
erected at Wairoa, was unveiled in 1924 by Peter Buck; 
the Archdeacon of Waiapu, Herbert Williams, conducted 
the service. Over a thousand people, including Apirana 
Ngata and Sir James Carroll, attended. The early death 
of Henare Te Wainohu deprived the Anglican Church 
and the Māori people of a trusted and experienced 
leader.

Letter from our Maori Chaplain at the Front1

The following are extracts from a letter received 
by Rev. F. W. Chatterton2 from our Maori Chaplain 
at the Front in France, Rev. Henare Wepiha Te 

Wainohu, who recently received the Order of the 
White Eagle from the King of Serbia for gallantry in 
the field. The letter is dated February 1st [1917]. 

“I received your kind letter this morning with much ‘ 
aroha’ and joy. I cannot tell you what l am doing, but 
I can only say that one can do one man’s work and 
no more. At times the work is very trying and hard, 
but thank God, we have good officers and a fine lot of 
men. To tell you the truth it is the officers and the men 
themselves that are really doing my work for me. L 
am only a mouthpiece or a kaumatua. They are a fine 
lot of men and I am proud to be their padre. 

“The work of a padre in a battalion is a very hard work 
if he is to do that work in the way it ought to be done. 

It is not a work of preaching at a Church parade as 
most people think, but it is talking the men one by 
one during the week. One does more I think in saying 
less and doing more. I mean a padre can do more for 
the men by forgetting sometimes that he is an officer 
and also by showing the men that he is there to them 
as a friend: and father. Our battalion is divided up in 
different parts of the line and one has to spend a lot 
of time in moving from one company to another. 

“Our Church parades are always good and after the 
Church parade we have Holy Communion. I have as 
many as forty sometimes for Communion and the 
lowest is five. My great trouble now is most of my men 
have no Church parade books. Reinforcements of 
Maoris have been coming from New Zealand without 
books and I have nothing here to give them. Very 
often the singing is poor because of the shortness of 
books. 

“What is the Maori side of the Church doing at the 
Maori camp at Narrow Neck? All our boys are fit and 
well. They are standing the cold weather as well as 
the pakehas. Our sick rates are the same as the rest; so 
you see that we are all right. I think myself we ought 
to have some money for our sick men. I mean if I had 
some money to spend for the men who are run down 
we would save a lot. Most of our boys don’t like to go 
away sick until they are very low down in health. If we 
had some money to buy some comforts it would be a 
great help. It is always a great help to me to know that 
we are not forgotten at the prayer meetings at Te Rau, 
and also at the different services on Sundays. 

“I do always feel much happier and stronger when I sit 
in my dug-out at night and look back at the meetings 
you will be holding, and are thinking of us in your 
prayers. I do believe it is the prayers of those that are 
at home that are really doing good here among the 
soldiers.” From your son, Henare Wepiha Te Wainohu.3

1 Waiapu Church Gazette 1 May 1917
2 Frederick Chatterton was principle at Te Rau College, Gisborne, 
1902-1919; Henare Te Wainohu was a student 1902-1906.
3 For more details see https://teara.govt.nz/en/biographies/3t23/te-
wainohu-henare-wepiha
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A century ago in the
Waiapu Gazette
 The Reverend Stephen Donald
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Kirsty Boardman updates us four years on.

What has Happened to our Interns?

I am now a 22 year old Criminal Justice Student at the 
University of Canterbury. I worship at St Aidan’s parish in 
Bryndwr, Christchurch; and Tikanga Pākehā representative 

on the Tikanga Toru Youth Commission. I was also an intern for 
the Diocese of Waiapu in 2013 having grown up in Rotorua. 
There I worshipped at St Barnabas’, Ngongotaha and over the 
course of my teenage years had the chance to be involved 
with many youth events such as Top Parish, Youth Pilgrimage, 
Forum and Youth Synod. These were fundamental in building 
my understanding of a three Tikanga Church and the part 
that young people have in shaping the life of the Anglican 
Church.

My year as a Waiapu intern helped me in many ways. One was 
in growing my love for social justice through the LT4Youth 
programme. This taught me the practicalities of bringing 
about God’s plan on earth, being someone of action instead 
of just word. 

Another was the youth work experiences I had; running 
and planning events for young people in both Gisborne 
and Taradale which involved learning how to incorporate 
other cultural views and practices into these. This prepared 
me for my job of the last two years as a 24/7 youth worker 
at an intermediate school in Christchurch. There I focused 
on building relationships with youth who are vulnerable 
because of their social, familial or financial situation. 

The year 2017 has been a time of change for me. At the 
start of the year I chose to leave my job and life I’d built in 
Christchurch to move back to Rotorua to support my parents 
with the care of my niece and nephew for six months. This 
time has been a break from a serving-based faith (having 
worked or volunteered heavily in churches since I left home), 
to a time where I can reflect and worship and build my faith 
on something more that the actions I’m doing. I’ve always 
believed that out of a relationship with Christ, action should 
always arise. 

However I now think that it’s also healthy to take a rest from 
action to build on and strengthen that relationship. I like 
to think of it along the lines of doing paperwork at a cafe. 
Either you’re hard at work the whole time whilst occasionally 
sipping your coffee as it goes cold next to you. By the end of 

the coffee your work might be done but you 
probably haven’t enjoyed the coffee or the 
work.  The other option is to work for a bit and 
when your coffee arrives, take a break for a 
few minutes and enjoy some of it, then work 
again, but maybe do the same 30 minutes 
later. Probably a more enjoyable experience 
all round. 

I’ve learnt that practical faith is a quite 
similar, going hard out for too long, 
worshipping as you go, maybe for half the 
service before you run Sunday School sort 
of keeps you going; but taking breaks to 
actually connect with God, rejuvenate and 
re-evaluate makes the whole experience 
run a lot smoother and is more enjoyable.

So where to from now with me? In two 
weeks I move back to Christchurch, 
where my main focus will be completing 
my degree and building up my faith as 
a member of a parish community. Long 
term I hope to work with young people 
who are vulnerable within a justice 
system that focuses on punishment and 
restoration when it should be focusing 
on prevention.

Long term within the Anglican Church 
I will continue my involvement on the 
Tikanga Toru Youth Commission as long 
as they want me. My hope is that we 
will learn to work together as a unified 
church, appreciative of each other’s 
ways of worship, faith and life. I believe 
that we need to learn to love and support each 
other as Tikanga in order to support those most vulnerable 
in our society, something that I was lucky enough to glimpse 
during my time as an intern in places like Te Hapara Whanau 
Aroha Centre1 in Gisborne. 

(Endnote)

A service of Anglican Care Waiapu now known as Waiapu Kids Te 
Hapara Whanau Aroha Centre.
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From the Ministry Educator
 The Reverend Deborah Broome

As I write this we have come to the end of one cycle of our new ordination discernment 
process and the beginning of another. [see sidebar]  That means for some people that 
their dream of a possible call to the ordained life has come to an end, while others find 

themselves poised on the edge of a new adventure. It’s a privilege to hold both groups of 
people in my prayers.

In May I had the delight of travelling down to Wellington for my daughter’s graduation from 
Victoria University. This was a very precious ending to years of study amid many struggles, and 
her friends and family were hugely proud of her. As we celebrated with a family dinner the 
night before, brunch with her closest friends before the ceremony, photographs and the all-
important purchase of the graduation gear (complete with trencher, gown and BA hood) we 
rejoiced that one stage of her life had come to an end. Yet another stage was just beginning…

Beginnings and endings often come together – but which comes first? That seems something 
of a ‘chicken and egg’ question. One sort of logic says that you cannot have an ending unless 
there has been a beginning – but in many ways it is actually the other way around.  The end 
comes first. We can’t start something new until we can rule a line under the old thing. You have 
to leave Egypt before you can enter the Promised Land. Death comes before Resurrection.

If you remember the journey of the ancient Hebrews out of Egypt however you’ll know there 
was a lot of wandering round in the wilderness, complaining, getting into trouble over a 
golden calf, feeling short of food and water, complaining about that, putting one foot in front 
of the other for years, then sending people ahead to scout out the land, complaining about 
that, before they got to cross the Jordan and taste the milk and honey of their destination. 
Sometimes – quite often in fact – moving from an ending to a new beginning can feel difficult 
and chaotic.    

That takes me back to a book I read back in my first parish. I can’t recall now whether I personally 
was going through ending one thing and then beginning something new, or whether I was 
trying to lead others though the process. Perhaps that’s just as well. But what I do remember 
was how helpful I found Transitions by William Bridges. 

Bridges provides a three-stage map of the transition process: The Ending, The Neutral Zone, 
and, in time, The New Beginning. What he calls the Neutral Zone is the uncomfortable 
wilderness stage where we don’t really know what is happening, are wondering ‘are we nearly 
there yet?’ and wishing ourselves back in Egypt, or whatever the old familiar existence was 
called. Sometimes we realise that something has come to an end, but we do not yet know the 
new thing which is still unfolding. A ministry programme in your parish has finished but you 
are still searching round for what might replace it. A pattern of worship has run its course but 

Beginnings and Endings

you can’t work out what to do instead and where the new place of encounter with God might 
be.   

What is helpful in that situation is to end well, and to be prepared for the discomfort of the 
transition through the wilderness stage – for that is getting you ready to embrace the new 
beginning when it becomes clearer what shape that will take. And whatever stage of the 
ending and beginning cycle we may find ourselves in at any given moment, we can remember 
the one for whom Death and Resurrection is not a metaphor: ‘for you, the heavenly one, make 
all things new; you are the beginning and the end, the last and the first.’

New round of the Ordination Discernment Process beginning
The first round of our ordination discernment process has drawn to a close with the 
residential discernment event held at Vaughan Park in Auckland in mid-June. The 
discernment process is a joint one, in which the dioceses of Waiapu, Auckland and 
Waikato-Taranaki work together to discern those who have a vocation to ordained 
ministry.  This year seven candidates from Waiapu and six from Auckland attended the 
residential event, together with Bishops’ Ministry Advisers from all three dioceses and 
the Bishops of Auckland and Waiapu. A number of people will now become ‘candidates 
in training’ with a view to possible ordination in the future.  

Another round begins now.  Our process has four phases: Enquiry, Application, 
Interview, and Residential. At each phase of discernment the Bishop makes a decision 
as to whether it is appropriate for an applicant to proceed on to the next stage.  

The Enquiry Phase begins when a person indicates desire to explore a sense of vocation. 
They begin by having an initial conversation with the Ministry Educator, who collects 
background information about their history, time in the Anglican Church, experience 
of call, outworking of that call, and the ministry they are currently exercising. Then 
the Bishop reviews all the information and determines whether or not the person will 
proceed to the Application Phase.  

Anyone wishing to enter the next round of the ordination discernment process should 
contact the Ministry Educator, the Rev’d Deborah Broome (educator@waiapu.com  
021-509-107.
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By Gillian Southey, our Christian World Service writer.

In the north of Aklan province in the Philippines, a weekly farmers’ market is a gathering 
point for neighbouring communities.   Farmers sell food, three fishermen bring fresh fish 
inland, and women are able to sell condiments they have made or other goods.  Talipapa, as 

the market is known locally’ is a dream made possible because of your donations to Christian 
World Service and the effort and imagination of Filipinos.

The idea was developed at a lively all-age workshop exploring ways to improve the local 
economy and recover from disaster.  Funding for construction came from CWS.  The community 
provided the land rent-free and set up a management committee of small farmers.

Four years ago, 98% of houses were damaged or destroyed and thousands of trees lost in the 
crippling Typhoon Haiyan.  The lack of warning meant the death toll was high in many areas 
touched by the worst storm to make landfall.  The government was slow to respond.  

It was a different story for eight communities where CWS partner 
Developers works.  They had accurate household records and had run 
workshops on climate change and disaster response as part of their 
programme.  

Once the typhoon had blown through, Developers began working 
alongside local authorities to assess the needs and manage the 
response.  Seven people lost their lives, far fewer than other regions, 
something Director Tet Naraval put down to their training. Thanks 
to their development work, the communities were used to working 
together and so when outside help came, they made sure older people, 
children and those with disabilities got it first.  Fishermen shared boats 
and equipment so all could eat and earn some cash.

Once the immediate needs were addressed, Developers and local 
councils brought people together to discuss the next steps.  Top 
on the agenda was shelter.  At first, they wanted tarpaulins, but the 
communities opted for corrugated iron roofing when they saw how 
easily tarpaulins were destroyed.  Thanks to donations to the 2013 
appeal, CWS funded roofing for 3,061 homes.

Protected from the rain, these very poor communities turned their 
attention to their livelihoods.  Aid from outside was short term, so 
they needed to replace crops, livestock and equipment.  CWS funded 
a microcredit scheme for small businesses, but more resources funded 
the replanting programme.  Working as a community, they have now 
planted 18,889 trees or root crops: bananas, coconut, taro, cassava and 
more through organised planting drives.

Work has begun on adding value to their crops, for example producing banana chips.  
Donations for mangroves in CWS’s Gifted programme will enable them to plant the first 
hectare of mangroves protecting the coast from tidal surges and providing a habitat for fish.

Distributing aid to local people who know what is needed and effective is the way to 
build strong, resilient communities for an uncertain future.  At last year’s United Nations 
Humanitarian Summit, this approach was identified as the way to deal with growing conflict 
and more intense disasters.

Helping our neighbour in need is at the heart of the Christian story.  Christian World Service 
has been doing this work as part of the church for more than 70 years.  Your donations to 
emergency appeals support local communities for the long term: www.cws.org.nz.

The Best Way to 
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A few years back, being part of our cathedral parish community Sunday by Sunday, I 
realised there were a number of fellow worshippers who were very involved in our city 
and region - as elected members of Councils, or in a voluntary capacity in community 

action and environmental groups. It seemed to me that the diet of Sunday worship might 
have been ‘feeding’ them at a personal level, but offered very little specific support for the 
important work they were doing.

Yet the focus of their activities surely fell within the fourth and fifth Mission Aims of our 
Anglican Communion – ‘seeking to transform unjust structures in church and society’ and 
‘striving to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and renew the life of the earth.’

I soon discovered others felt the same combination of both enthusiasm for the task, but also a 
need for companionship and mutual support within our faith community. And so our Network 
was born.

We soon found the three threads of care for the environment, of social justice, and of working 
for peace, were inextricably interrelated. Hence our grand title “Environment Justice and Peace 
Network” or “EJP” for short.

We now gather on a monthly basis, usually at least 10 of us. Each meeting opens with time for 
reflection on the Gospel mandate for justice and peace. We all take turns to share prayers, and 
books or articles of interest.

We also we give each one present time to share any issues they are concerned about, or are 
working on, or may be seeking support and resources for. There can be quite a range of topics! 

Some issues the whole group agrees to get behind. On other issues there may be only a few 
who are willing, or have the time and energy, actively to contribute to. On many issues we 
will find ‘allies’ in our wider community to work alongside or share resources with. There are 
inevitably issues on which members have different positions and they are listened to and 
encouraged to take their own action. Some actions and decisions end up supported by a few 
individuals: some are taken in the name of the whole EJP: some are submitted to the vestry 
for approval to go forward in the name of the parish as a whole: and a few motions may be 
forwarded to Regional Conference and Synod with a view to action by the whole diocese.

Encouraging Mission – Environment Justice and Peace
Murray Mills (Bishop of Waiapu 1991 – 2002, Dean of Waiapu Cathedral of St John the Evangelist 1984 -1991) writes on an often-ignored aspect of the 
Church’s mission.

We are significantly a Network, not a club or group. 

We are in touch with members of other parishes, denominations, faiths, and of wider 
community organisations – any who share our goals and with whom we can work together. 
This may be a general alliance, or just for work on a specific issue. Our monthly meetings are 
enriched by three members - from a neighbouring Anglican parish, the local Catholic parish, 
and a Co-operating Venture.  We also have a wide email contact list so that at any relevant 
time, busy people may chose to join in with us, or may invite us to join with them in their 
initiatives.  

What do we do?

Submissions to the Annual/Five/Ten Year Plans of City and Regional Councils, and to 
proposed legislation nationally, take a lot of time. But they always include important social 
and environmental issues and priorities. The network alerts us all to deadlines to be met. We 
share experience and expertise, resources and ideas. And when network members go on to 
speak to their submissions we can support them. Our parish and our Anglican social services 
experience can supply “on the ground” evidence that the bureaucracy may be overlooking. 
Face to face contact with our local MPs and Councillors includes supporting them or offering 
them a sounding board. 

We invite all ages in the wider parish to join in community projects e.g. recycling, Beach 
cleanups. We publicise other justice projects, educational gatherings, visiting speakers in the 
community and much more. We highlight the CWS Appeal at Advent services. Ecumenically 
as well as on an inter-faith basis we plan annual Week of Prayer for World Peace services, and 
Parihaka and White Ribbon observances in November. For many years we have hosted pre-
election local and national ‘Candidates Meetings.’    

There is always a limit to our time and energy of course.  But EJP works for us currently. As a 
small core we manage to get behind each other’s enthusiasms. We certainly commend our 
mission model to others. We are encouraged that Eastland has taken up the mantle! And we 
would always welcome you to our EJP email network! [Contact Murray for EJP contact details]
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Book Review

When the Tui Calls:  Rural Ministry - Origins and Futures

By Reverend Bill Bennett

Reviewed by Stephen Donald

The tui, voted inaugural Bird of the Year in 2005, is highly 
adaptive, has a distinctive call, is protective of its domain, 
and is an imitator of song and speech. As common in exotic 

nectar-bearing trees and shrubs as it is in indigenous vegetation, 
the tui is an enduring example of survival and adaptability. Bill 
Bennett’s extended essay on rural ministry reflects on its long 

evolution in England and New Zealand, current challenges within the present 
context, and continuing viability for the future in Aotearoa New Zealand. 

My first contact with Bill and Wendy Bennett was at a rural ministry conference 
held at Waerenga-a-Hika near Gisborne in 1979 when he was vicar of the newly 
amalgamated Waipaoa parish. I was a lay person, new within adult involvement in my 
local predominantly-parish, one of the first in the diocese to not have a vicar, and not 
even sure now how I even came to be there. This was early days in the ‘movement’, 
and the first time I had heard of the notion of rural ministry being a distinctive sector 
of the mission of the Church. 

These were in the optimistic days before Rogernomics, large-scale forestry plantings, 
farm amalgamation and rural depopulation, the large-scale amalgamation of 
parishes or Local Shared Ministry, and an increasingly secular and indifferent society, 
although if we had looked the warning signs were all there. The Treaty of Waitangi was 
something in the historical past for many Pākehā New Zealanders, and te reo Māori 
was mostly spoken on the marae and decreasingly in a few homes, and certainly not 
heard in the mainstream media. The Bishop of Aotearoa was suffragan to the Bishop 
of Waiapu, and the notion of a three Tikanga Church was more than a decade away. 

Although Bill’s study mostly concerns ministry to and by Pākehā, he sets this within 
the context of our rich missionary history, the Land Wars of the 1860s, and twentieth 
century developments such as growing Māori aspirations in Church and society. He 
traces the developments of minitā-a-iwi in this diocese and beyond, and the revised 
constitution of 1992, with a resultant ‘re-framing’ of the Church of the Province of New 
Zealand to become the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia. 

Bill highlights some key issues and opportunities for rural ministry today, including: 

•	 Maintaining identity as a rural community and Church.  

•	 Being forums for wider community discussion on current issues 

•	 Re-vitalising the Church’s ministry of hospitality 

•	 Ensuring those responsible for worship leadership are well-trained and that that 
worship gives expression to what is actually happening in the rural community

•	 Developing strategies for on-farm, at-home visits or sub-regional get-togethers 

•	 Offering theological college students short residential stays to help them 
understand time-work seasonal relationships, and how rural people view life and 
society.

In the words of Bishop Andrew Hedge, who wrote the foreword of this small book, 
“The work you have in your hands is an invaluable insight into the roles that faith 
and Christian ministry offer to rural life, born not only out of Bill’s experience, but 
also with the depth of the history of the life of the Church in word and sacrament. Bill 
provides the Church today with a pathway back into our history that will help us to 
identify the roots of our ministry in rural life that enables us to navigate our present 
and near future.” 

A huge thank you needs to go to Bill for this distillation of a lifetime spent within 
the Anglican Church within the Diocese of Waiapu. His great wisdom, depth of 
understanding and thoughts for the future give us much to ponder on. This is a book 
for lay and clergy alike, and comfortably sits alongside the hymns, reflections and 
practical ministry so prayerfully offered to the Church and community over many 
years. 

Available from Philip Garside Publishing http://pgpl.co.nz/ for $17.50, who will include a 
free copy of Bill Bennett’s 2005 book God of the Whenua  (usually $10), with each copy 
of "When the Tui Calls" purchased direct from the publisher.


