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“You, Andrew, are called to be a gatherer of this remarkable diocese.”

As the unexpected numbers in the visitor’s procession tried to squeeze into the few remaining empty seats 
at the front of the full cathedral, the Dean observed, “We have this problem all the time. ”Archbishop Phillip 
added: “Andrew, you didn’t know you had so many friends.” 

Twenty Bishops attended the ordination, including Archbishop Brown: “in his ninetieth year”, Archbishop Phillip 
revealed.  Archbishop Winston would have attended if he had not broken his leg in the home of the Fijian President.

Archbishop Phillip’s address was largely an affirmation of Bishop Andrew.  He told those present that Andrew does 
indeed trust God and is also utterly committed to his family.  He challenged Waiapu to help him to “put first those 
who should be put first”.
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From Bishop Andrew
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Warm greetings and peace to you all.

The weekend of my ordination will remain etched in my 
memory for a long time with strong images of God’s 
grace, warm welcomes and joy. I spent the week of the 

ordination on retreat at Kopua and found that a time for a 
deep awareness of God and a quiet steadiness as a gift of 
the Holy Spirit. When the rehearsal day arrived I was able to 
greet it with calmness and a sense of excited expectation 
for what was to come. I think that some of my old friends 
were surprised at how relaxed I seemed on the day of the 
ordination, and they were right to observe that in me. I was 
relaxed because deep within me and around me was the 
peace of God leading me on. 

That’s not to say however that I didn’t find myself 
overwhelmed at moments in the service, but actually the 
whole week prior had given me time to experience a wide 
range of emotions and thoughts so that by the time of the 
service I was prepared in heart, body and mind. One of the 
most compelling moments, and rightly so, was the moment 
of ordination with the laying on of hands by the bishops. A lot 
of hands, a lot of praying which left an indelible mark on me 
as a person and a memory which I will hold on to and cherish.

I’m grateful for the wide-ranging support from the Diocese 
of Waiapu and the church throughout the province. As the 
final days leading up to the ordination arrived I received 
a new update about how many people the Cathedral were 
expecting. Each day the number grew and grew and I’m 
sure there were even more on the day than expected. I was 
so pleased to see people gather from around this diocese 
and to have received letters and messages of greetings from 
those who were not able to be there on the day. There were 
many friends and members of family who travelled a long 
way to celebrate with us and this diocese on the day of the 
ordination and I am very grateful to them all for their support.

The Order of St John were represented by senior members 
of the order, operational staff and youth cadets and leaders. 

As many of you will know, my association with 
St John has become a touchstone 
for me in relating life, 
service and faith 
to one another. The 
badge of the Order of 
St John is embroidered 
on the hood and morse 
of my cope as a constant 
reminder to me of a 
commitment to service to 
others as an expression of 
love. 

There has been a lot of 
interest in my crosier, carved 
by Andrew Gordon. It is a 
fine work of art and a gift 
from the heart of this diocese 
that I will treasure. The crosier ‘ f i t s ’ 
perfectly and I am very grateful for the 
artistic interpretation that Andrew has put 
into the crosier by including the image of 
the unfurling frond, koru design. A friend of 
mine, Reverend Bosco Peters, has written 
about the crosier with some input from 
Andrew Gordon. I invite you to look it up on 
his website www.liturgy.co.nz.

Over the next two months I will complete 
my road trips through the diocese and I look 
forward to each opportunity to learn more 
about the people and places of Waiapu as I 
travel. May God be present with us in heart, 
mind and body as we prepare ourselves and 
our communities once again to celebrate 
the good news of Christ’s birth, with great 
rejoicing at the commemoration of the 200th anniversary of 
Marsden and Ruatara celebrating Christmas at Oihi, 1814. Photos courtesy of Luci Harrison
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The Rev’d Canon Cherie Baker died 

in early November.  Pictured,  at her 

ordination  on the 3rd December 1977 

in Waiapu Cathedral, one of the first 

women priested in New Zealand.Whakatane Pa
rish Pilgrimm

age to histo
ric sites  

- Tarore's 
Grave (photo

 couurtesy 
of Chris Pa

rkin)

Bishop Andrew's Hawke's Bay Visits included a 
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Gary Bowler (right) with Organist, Malcolm Archer

Bishops and Deans may come and go but Gary Bowler 
has been a constant presence in our Waiapu Cathedral 
for the past 33 years.  Installed as Director of Music and 

Organist by Bishop Ralph Matthews in May 1981, Gary is to 
retire following this year’s Advent Sunday celebrations, ending 
a long and valued contribution to the worship and 
musical life of our Diocese.

When he took up his new role, there was an organ but 
no choir. The then Dean, David Coles, had a broadcast 
service coming up and so a choir was rapidly assembled 
for the occasion. Under Gary’s excellent direction, 
choral singing of a very fine standard has continued in 
St Johns  to  the present.

Gary had previously been organist at St James’,  Lower  
Hutt  and working in a senior management position 
with BP. With this company he had a three year position 
in London and while there took the opportunity to 
further his studies in organ playing and had lessons 
from Richard Popplewell, later to be Master of the 
Queen’s Choristers. 

Following the move to Napier, Gary was subsequently 
able to become a full-time musician, adding to his 
Cathedral responsibilities the post of Director of Music 
at Woodford House Girls’ School and also Conductor 
of the Napier Civic Choir. He has also had pupils for 
organ tuition and two past students, Lester O’Brien 
and Matthew West, were both at the Cathedral Organ 
Console at our recent Episcopal Ordination Service, much to 
Gary’s delight.

In addition to the main Cathedral choir, there was earlier on, 
a Boy’s  Choir, and more recently in Dean Helen Jacobi’s time, 
the current Chorister’s choir of young people was established. 
The quality of music, the standard expected of his singers and 
the commitment Gary himself models, has drawn a number of 
very able singers into the Cathedral life and worship. Repertoire 
comes not just from the best Anglican tradition, but stretches 

Gary Bowler – a Constant Presence
back over the centuries and from around the world. New 
Zealand composers, including Gary himself, provide sources 
for music to lead and enhance our liturgical worship. The style 
of music and standard set attracts congregation members from 
beyond the city boundaries.

that year the very first North Island Cathedral Choirs Festival 
was held with the choirs of Auckland and Wellington joining us 
in Napier. Such gathering and visits continue and most recently, 
the choir of the Roman Catholic Cathedral in Christchurch were 
our guests. The Cathedral choir has also gone on tour, visiting 

a number of the parish congregations of the diocese.

Through spending several hours a week together for 
practices and services, choir members form valuable and 
supportive friendships, and Gary is most appreciative 
of the relationships he has enjoyed over the years. 
Choir members, the Cathedral Parish, the Diocese, and 
countless members of the wider community would in 
the same way affirm how much Gary’s friendship and 
musical skills have been treasured by them.

The recent rebuild and enlargement of the Cathedral 
organ supported so generously by church and 
community, was very much inspired and driven by 
Gary. It is now one of the greatest instruments in New 
Zealand and attracts international stars to give recitals. 
We can still look forward to recitals from Gary himself 
as he will continue to have some input towards its care 
and its use.

The use of music in liturgy, both chorally and on the 
organ, is there to provide the appropriate supportive 
atmosphere to the worship offered to God. It can 
enhance a stirring celebration, or perhaps lead a 

congregation deeper into prayer and contemplation. When that 
happens, when a choir achieves that hoped for contribution, 
Gary, like all music leaders, knows that all the hard work has 
paid off and it has all been worthwhile.

Thank you, Gary, for a wonderful ministry of music, faith and 
friendship in our Diocesan Cathedral. We wish you and Jill many 
happy years of retirement together, with more opportunity now 
to spend time with your family in New Zealand and overseas, 
not to mention walking the dog, tramping through the bush, 
playing the violin and taking a few tricks at bridge.

Graeme Pilgrim pays tribute to Waiapu Cathedral’s retiring Director of Music

Week by week, Gary has been there to prepare and lead the 
Cathedral’s music at the main morning service. There are 
nevertheless many other occasions when Gary’s skill and 
direction has produced memorable and moving music for 
worship and meditation, most notably the annual Good Friday 
Recital and the Candlelight Procession and Carols on Advent 
Sunday. For many music lovers and people of faith, these were 
not to be missed.

Among the highlights of his long tenure, Gary would include the 
celebrations marking the centennial of the Cathedral in 1986. In 
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Waiapu News does not normally have an editorial, 
but I think, after seven years as editor and a lifetime 
of ecclesiastical journalism, I can indulge in a last 

hurrah.

The first time I wrote an editorial was in 1966 for Target, the 
Auckland Diocese youth magazine, which I co-edited with 
a theological student called John Paterson.  John ended 
up as Primate of our church (this was before we reinvented 
Archbishops), whereas I went on to become editor of Waiapu 
News.

Last year’s census revealed that 5% of the population called 
themselves simply “Christian” (no denomination).  This group 
grew by 16% between 2006 and 2013. 

The New Zealand Attitudes and Values Study tracks 12,000 
New Zealanders each year.  It has looked at this sizeable 
group of Kiwis and discovered that they are much more 
evenly spread across the age spectrum and that their faith on 
average means more to them than is the case with members 
of the main denominations. Some belong to one of the 
churches, some move from church to church and some find 
no need to belong to any church.  The one thing they have in 
common is a strong commitment to their Christian faith.  

What does this tell us about the future of Christianity in 
Waiapu, in Aotearoa-New Zealand?

One thing it does suggest to me is that the future of faith will 
not be like the past.

I have been re-reading the 1970’s classic book by Bishop 
John V. Taylor, “The Go Between God”.  It is one of a handful of 
books that have shaped my thinking over the decades.  One 
(among many) statements that jumped out at me was; “What 
matters is not what the church does as the church but what 

Christians do as human beings.”

It has been my privilege as editor of Waiapu News for the 
past seven years to collect together stories that illustrate that 
observation.  

As I flick through those 35 issues (a third of a million words) 
I see so many examples of people living out their faith in 
their community in loving and practical ways – sometimes 
in a “religious” context and sometime just as Christians.  But, 
and this is a glorious ‘but’, it is done from or with the support 
of or the encouragement of the people around them that 
collectively make up the Diocese of Waiapu.

Sometimes the role of the church is obvious, sometimes it is 
not.  

As editor of Waiapu News I and the team have tried to share 
these stories around the Diocese as a way of encouraging us 
all to live out our faith and to do a little bit to help bind us 
together so we can together and alone live as Christians in 
God’s world.

Think back to those 216,177 committed census “Christians”.  
Is this where the future lies?  

If the amorphous collective that we call Waiapu helps us to 
live out and share our faith, then it’s all worth it.  If Waiapu 
ever fails in that task, then its members will have to ask very 
hard questions about its future. 

Because what matters is not what the church does as the 
church but what Christians do as human beings.

May God continue to bless the human beings of Waiapu.

Noel Hendery, Editor (retired)

The Walnut Legacy: A 
Historical Family Novel Based 
on the Life of Thomas Coto, 
A Chinese-Australian, 1831-
1883.
Written by Rosemary Carey
Review by Jenny Dawson 

Book Review

Occasionally I come across a warm compelling 
family story that is an easy read but at the same 
time simply makes me feel better and more 

hopeful for humanity.  This little book is one of those. 
It is the tale of Rosemary’s Chinese great grandfather 
Thomas Coto, who at the age of 10 left his family on 
the island of Amoy in the South China Sea.  He escaped 
a period of civilian terror and through the kindness of a 
visiting ship’s captain, sailed to Australia. There he was 
employed by a friend of the captain on a sheep run in 
Victoria. His new life in Australia is marked by the planting 
of some walnut seeds he brought with him from China. 
As the trees grew, his life blossomed, all the while his 
early Christian beliefs which had started in China staying 
with him. The story tells how someone from a very 
different culture and language can succeed in a new land 
(despite the racism that Thomas experienced from some 
white Australians), but more than that there is a deep 
theme of trust in God’s leading that speaks to us today. 
This is a book of gentle pace, with lovely domestic 
details that include food preparation (there’s even what’s 
probably an old family recipe, for creamy chocolate sauce 
to go over Walnut Cake).  I loved Rosemary’s description 
of Isabella feeling like a princess on her wedding night, 
finally married to Thomas after 7 years of courtship.  As I 
read this lovely story, I thought of some words that I may 
have read somewhere: we all have our stories, some are 
happy, some are sad, but what we must do is only take the 
good with us into the future.
Rosemary has self-published this book, which is now also 
translated into Chinese.  You can get it from her at rbcarey.
carey@gmail.com or on amazon.com or she is willing to also 
leave copies at Waiapu Anglican Centre. It would make a 
lovely gift.
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Adrienne Bruce talks to Derm Buchanan about his Ministry in Chaplaincy.

There is a wealth of wisdom, care and life experience behind the twinkling eyes and 
chuckling laughter of Derm Buchanan, currently Chaplain at Hodgson House in 
Tauranga, as he approaches his 85th birthday next January.

Derm was born in Feilding, where he received his primary schooling. His mother saw the 
wisdom of a breadth of experience so Derm went as a boarder to Wellington College. On 
leaving school he worked for the wool scourers in Feilding, from there heading to Bradford 
Technical College in England (1950-51) where he attained his City & Guilds in Woollen and 
Worsted raw materials.

This training took him into wool brokering for Dalgety and Co in Hamilton at the age of 
22, having met Aileen, who worked for a wool buyer in Christchurch. Aileen’s condition for 
marriage was that Derm was not to be a wool buyer; ‘they lived the highlife’. Wool brokering 
was acceptable.

Derm made connections with the church through the birth of their second child. He was 
influenced by such priests as Paddy Scott. Paddy had what Derm terms a ‘Robin Hood Ministry’ 
where he would get wealthy parishioners to give him money which he passed on to those 
whom he knew would benefit from a little more ready cash.

After St John’s College and ordination Derm had several eventful curacies around the Waikato 
and Lower Hutt before moving into hospital chaplaincy from 1971 until 1976. Derm gained 
valuable experience in the States, as Chaplain Resident at William S Hall Psychiatric Institute 
in Columbia, South Carolina, and began working towards becoming a full Clinical Pastoral 
Education (CPE) accredited Supervisor, which he attained in 1985.

Derm was the Advisor to the Inter-Church Advisory Council on Hospital Chaplaincy (ICHC) from 
1978 to 1995. This was a turbulent time in hospital chaplaincy as funding from a central pool 
was cut and Area Health Boards and Regional Health Authorities took over the distribution 
of funding for individual hospitals. This restructuring called the whole ministry of hospital 
chaplaincy into question and necessitated ongoing negotiation and travel for Derm. 

Over the years he has seen a change from the days when chaplains mainly worked in psychiatric 
institutions. This can be traced back to the ministry of Jesus and the need for forgiveness 
and reconciliation. The model, along with CPE, had its roots in the United States, where the 
chaplain was seen as part of a bigger health care team. In general hospitals the early concept 
was of a chaplain to look after the dying. ‘We have come a distance since then’, Derm reflects.

Another chaplaincy role in the Wellington years was as Padre to 2nd General Hospital based 
in Trentham. Here a ‘ministry of presence’ came into focus for Derm very strongly. He was not 
expected to ‘do’ anything except ‘come along’. As padre the chaplain carries a rank of Captain 
or Major, allowing access to everyone: ‘just being available as a non-judgemental presence’. 

Upon retirement in 1995, if one can call it that, Derm and Aileen moved to Taupō where Derm 
continued to offer chaplaincy ministry to a number of organisations such as the Taupō RSA, 
the Royal Naval Assn, the Taupō Coastguard (where he was able to be a radio operator). He 
also worked with the Taupō Sexual Abuse Counselling Service from 1994 through to 2005, 
and the South Waikato Living for Non Violence Trust. He also had an involvement with ESOL 
offering a term on their National Executive Committee.

Derm has been involved since 1949 with the Masonic Lodge which saw him as Grand Chaplain 
of the Northern Division from 2007 and a holder of a 50 years 
service Jewel. Derm was appointed as a Member of the New 
Zealand Order of Merit (MNZM) in 2002 for services to 
the community.

Moving to Tauranga, Derm took on his current role 
as Chaplain at Hodgson House. He notes that there 
have been two highlights in his career, the first as 
advisor to ICHC, and the second this chaplaincy 
role to the elderly. Derm  notes that this is the 
fastest growing group in the community and 
that society does not cope well with this fact. 
He quotes a colleague in Canada who used to 
say “human beings are the only ones who can 
think about what we think. But we cannot face 
our own mortality so deny it exists.” The church 
seems unable to cope with this. We will be the 
next wave to come into elder care and what 
sort of ministry will the church be able to 
provide then?

From Pastoral to Pastoring
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Yummy Lu Pulu, succulent pig cooked on the spit 
and baked bananas were some of the delicious 
treats served at the second Tonga Trip fundraising 

dinner at St Luke’s in Rotorua on Friday 31 October.  About 
60 people attended coming from as far afield as Taupo, 
Tauranga, Mt Maunganui, Ngongotaha and Rotorua.  
Guests  from the local Rotorua Tongan community also 
attended and kindly donated the delicious pig on the spit. 
Their local pastor said grace and then it was time to tuck in.  
Even vegetarians found food to their liking with a vegetarian 
adaption of Lu Pulu. The dish usually consists of corned beef 
and onions wrapped in banana leaves or silver beet , and 
baked in coconut milk.  The New Zealand style vegetarian 
dish instead was made with baked kumera, pineapple, 
banana and nuts.  

A mixture of Tongan music, The Beatles, Ukeleles and guitars  
provided great entertainment with Tame Tu’ifua our Ministry 
Intern, Rev Peter Minson, Aroha Te Whau, Tessa and Tamzin 
Guest all delighting us with their musical talents.  

Tonga Youth Trip  
Fundraising Dinner The Top Parish Games Committee have been hard at 

work planning next year’s event.  The theme “Super 
Heroes of the Faith” will lend itself to some creative 

games and fun times for all.  Mark your diaries now, save the 
date and gather your teams together for Top Parish 2015.  
Young people 10 years and older can attend.  

Leadership Training  
For Youth (LT4Youth)  

Do you know young people aged about 14 years 
or older who may like to be involved in LT4Youth?  
Our next camp is to be held at Ohope Beach in 

January and will be an introductory camp for those 
who would like to find out more.  Our current LT4Youth 
participants will be putting their own ‘leadership skills’ 
into practice and sharing their experiences.  

LT4Youth gives parishes an opportunity to walk beside 
young people as they embark on the 2 year programme.  
Mentors help to encourage youth to discover their 
gifts and strengths as they work their way through the 
5 modules based on the Five Marks of Mission.  If you 
would like to find out more contact Jocelyn Czerwonka, 
Diocesan Youth Ministry Facilitator jocelyn.dymf@xtra.
co.nz.

Top Parish 2015

YouthTongan dinner Tame and supporters Marion, Mary 
and Lesley

Discovery Camp, Ohope 7th to 9th January

Youth Tongan dinner quartet

The H and W Williams 
Memorial Trust, The Diocese of Norwich, 
England, The Diocese of Rockhampton, Australia and the 
Diocese of Waiapu representatives met recently. Their purpose 
was to plan for the 2015 pilgrimage to the Province of Papua 
New Guinea in support of the new Primate, Clyde Igara and 
the mission of the Church. Each of the three Dioceses supports 
individual mission projects in PNG.  They wish to renew links 
through the visit, to focus on the best way to support future 
initiatives. The Archbishop of Papua New Guinea was to have 
joined his fellow bishops for the meeting, but due to visa 
problems was unable to travel to New Zealand.

Bishops Plan for PNG Visit

From left to right Bishop Jonathan Meyrick from Lynn in 

the Diocese of Norwich, Bishop Andrew Hedge, and Bishop 

David Robinson from Rockhampton.
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“Your new Bishop, Waiapu, is an honest man,” Archbishop Philip assured us.  
“He knows himself, his limitations, his vulnerability and fallenness. He faces in to his 
anxiety and his sense of inadequacy and in doing so has found himself held in God’s 
grace.”  

“Trust, love and loyalty, a willingness to hear the truth in love from those who love 
him, vulnerability, an awareness of sin and grace, self awareness, and a deep and 
profound honesty. Not bad resources to bring to bishopping!”

Phillip then focussed on the church.  “This church bewilders me.  This church we 
love to hate and hate to love, truly is, through the grace of God, able constantly and 
consistently to call out the very best in us ... springing up from the certainty we have 
that ...God loves the whole world, loves it to death and beyond.”

“At its simplest, Andrew, you are called to preside over such a community, a gatherer 
of the people of God from every corner of this remarkable Diocese, around the table 
to be renewed and sent out ....And be confident that in all you face God’s grace will 
be sufficient.”

A humorous moment with the Archbishops
The Cathedral Gathering

...continued from front page

The Hukarere College Girls' Choir

The Hedge Family, from left - Ethan, Jessica, Caitlyn  

and Raewyn

Archbishops and bishops gather to pray for Bishop Andrew
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The Ordination – a personal view

It is not easy to convey the essence of an event like the ordination of a 
bishop in words and photographs.  Reading the order of service, it looks 
very scripted and predictable; and, at one level, it is.  But, from one who 
has attended a number of ordinations of bishops in Waiapu Cathedral, 
such a service is made up of much more than the pre-planned words.

The 22 minute procession of official participants, with its moments of 
quiet chaos and funny asides, was an early marker that every such event 
is unique.  

The juxtaposition of Parry’s spine-tingling, thundering, “I was glad” with 
the singing of Hukarere’s own setting of the Lord’s Prayer in Te Reo Māori 
reminded us that we could only be in Waiapu. 750 voices singing a Bill 
Bennett hymn written for our diocesan 150th anniversary also placed us 
firmly in our context.   

A gift of sands, soil and stones from historic places across the diocese have 
become a tradition on such occasions, alongside the more traditional but 
equally essential mihi to welcome the Bishop-elect onto our land.

Bishop Andrew was led down the aisle by the crucifer.  The silver cross 
was given to the Cathedral by Lord Bledisloe but the crucifer was equally 
iconic.  Keith James has carried out that task for the ordination of the last 
seven Bishops of Waiapu and for Manu Bennett, Māori Bishop and Suffra-
gan Bishop of Waiapu.

For this writer, there were a few surprises, like the absence of contribu-
tions from the wider community or from our sister churches.  No doubt 
there were good reasons for not being able to fit so many symbols into 
two and a half hours.  

But overwhelmingly, it was a celebration of who we are, where we have 
come from, where we hope to go, how happy we are to have our new 
bishop and, in our understated Kiwi provincial style, how glad we are to 
come together to worship the God we seek to serve together.  

Bill Bennett’s hymn said it well: “Now we celebrate Christ’s whanau gath-
ered here, of Waiapu, te awa roa, a vision strong and clear.”

Noel Hendery

A humorous moment with the Archbishops

Bishop Andrew with friends from St John Ambulance

The Hedge Family, from left - Ethan, Jessica, Caitlyn  

and Raewyn

Bishop Andrew offers his first blessing as  

Bishop of Waiapu
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Parish banners

The procession begins

Bishop Andrew with his family

Choir members in waiting
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Guest Columnist
 The Reverend Graeme Pilgrim

Encounters with History

It is said that ‘travel broadens the mind’ and it certainly 
does as we encounter new places and new people in our 
contemporary world. A recent spot of OE across central 

Europe makes me realise that travel also challenges and 
shapes one’s very being as one encounters the realities of 
history, old and new.

My journey took me from the charming UNESCO Heritage city 
of Bruges across Germany to Poland then south to Hungary, 
back to Austria and ended finally in Prague. The tour had a 
musical focus and took our small group to the homes and 
cities of many famous composers. Along the way we were 
treated to some wonderful concerts, recitals and operas. To 
have attended a performance of Mozart’s Don Giovanni in 
the very Prague theatre where it had been premiered in 1787 
was a special highlight.

In visiting places known to those great musicians and to 
see where they lived and worked was an enlightening 
experience. Now I would no longer simply hear the melodies 
and harmonies of well-known works but would also sense 
much more the life and culture that inspired the composer 
and perhaps the emotions he sought to convey.

Encounters with history challenge and change us. They 
make us look at ourselves and others with new eyes, perhaps 
bringing hope and encouragement or providing guidance to 
thoughts and actions.

Interestingly, it was an episode of more recent non-musical 
history that moved me most. Our tour took us eastward, deep 
into the former Communist Bloc countries. Some 40 years 
ago I had visited what was then East Germany, hosted by my 
mother’s long-time pen friend. To revisit Leipzig brought back 
memories of that earlier visit, but thankfully much of the grey 
oppression of the former regime, inflicted on its people and 
expressed in ugly utilitarian architecture, had gone.

In the heart of Leipzig is St. Thomas’ Church, where J S Bach 
held the post of Cantor, effectively making him the City’s 
Director of Music. Nearby is the bigger and grander St. 
Nicholas Church where some of Bach’s great works were 
first performed.  In our times, however, the ‘Nicholaskirke’ is 
notable for its role in the peaceful revolution of 1989. Within 
its walls, the parish church hosted a regular Monday prayer 
vigil at a time when any political demonstration was illegal. 
This nucleus of resistance grew and soon overflowed the 
building to become tens of thousands thronging the central 
city streets. The authorities were powerless to subdue such 
vast crowds as, with candles in their hands, the people 
campaigned for free elections, freedom to travel, freedom of 
the press and an end to the shoot-to-kill order on the border 
between the two Germanys. The non-
violent protests spread rapidly across the 
nation and within months, the Berlin Wall 
came down and re-unification followed in 
1991.

To visit St. Nicholas, Leipzig, was to be 
a witness to one of the miracles of our 
times – the peaceful overthrow of an 
oppressive and evil government by 
prayer, perseverance and commitment. 
The shadow of the communist years still 
lingers in Eastern Europe. It will take more 
than one generation to restore the vitality 
of those people, let alone the economy 
and infrastructure that so visibly trails 
behind the more affluent west.

I can be thankful that here in New Zealand 
in 2014, I have a freedom to travel, live in 
a society that is reasonably trustworthy, 
and can, quite simply, be the person I am. 

Encounters with history make us appreciate who we are, what 
we have, and where and how we may best direct our future. 
Our life’s journey is not made alone. We are in the company 
of a multitude of saints and let’s not forget, our God is there 
alongside too.

 

Graeme Pilgrim has served as Vicar in the parishes of Waipukurau 
and Hastings. He is now an Associate Priest at the Cathedral and 
is also called on for ministry elsewhere.

11Issue 65  Waiapu News



Issue 65    Waiapu News

The Reverend Dr Howard Pilgrim

Diocesan Theologian

An Advent Reflection

12

Foolish Bridesmaids?

As I write, with three weeks to go before Advent kicks off a 
new liturgical year, we have already begun to encounter 
Eucharistic readings that belong more properly in the 

Advent season itself. That is, they are all about raising our 
expectations of Jesus’ return to our world, the Second Coming 
of classic Christian faith. There is not much room for these texts 
during Advent, which has been taken over by the Christmas 
theme, as we begin to celebrate Jesus first coming as Mary’s 
child at Bethlehem. But then we do have to start Christmas early 
as Christians, before it gets taken over by end of year parties, 
Santa and the summer holidays.
Another reason the Second Coming gets squeezed out of 
Advent is that we don’t like it much. For one thing, after two 
thousand years of being exhorted to expect Jesus to return any 
moment now, the message has lost its edge. We don’t know quite 
what to do with it and find the whole topic faintly embarrassing, 
something that belongs with religious fanatics and those without 
any sense of history. So these texts appear as the liturgical year 
is winding down and our focus has already begun to shift to a 
new year and its themes, which is hardly the best spot to grab 
our attention.

However, this Sunday’s reading from Matthew 25 may be able 
to jolt us awake, if anything can. The parable of ten bridesmaids, 
five wise and five foolish, is unlike most stories in the wisdom 
genre because its use of ten agents suggests it is addressing a 
collective phenomenon, so that its 5-5 split between the wise 
and the foolish young women is a warning the Christian 
community could go either way. With that in mind, let’s get on 
with the story...

Ten young women, of marriageable age within a peasant 
community, are given a chance to display themselves on an 
important public occasion. They have been invited to greet a 
bridegroom as he approaches his wedding and light his way into 

the banquet with the oil-fed lamps they will carry. Five of them 
give careful thought to what this task might entail, including 
the possibility of a delayed arrival, and come prepared with 
extra flasks of oil. The other five seem to have spent more time 
thinking about their hair. When the inevitable late arrival does 
happen, these five have to scurry around seeking more oil and 
end up missing out on the procession.

What happens next tells us all we need to know about their 
wrong attitudes. They think they still have a part in the show, 
because they are special, they are bridesmaids, they were invited 
and this is their big day. When they come banging on the door 
asking to be let into the banquet, the bridegroom quite rightly 
points out that they are in fact nobodies who had a chance to 
become more widely known in this community through their 
participation in what is the bridal couple’s big day, not theirs.

Matthew’s concern in his day, late in the first century, was to 
challenge the complacency of  some Christians who were 
encouraging one another to sit around waiting for Christ’s 
return , confident in their special status as those invited to God’s 
party, rather than getting on with the task to which God had 
called them of preparing for the big occasion. They had to make 
disciples of all nations, in preparation for the day when God’s 
kingdom would come, his will be done on earth as in heaven. 
This would take active planning, accepting collective adult 
responsibility for the mission.

Two thousand years later not much has changed. The mission 
continues, but some of us are taking very little responsibility for 
the scene of the coming banquet. This week the international 
panel on climate change has issued another, more severe, 
warning on our reckless use of fossil fuels, but among those who 
refuse to hear are a powerful collective of Christians waiting like 
children for Jesus to come back and make it all better. Foolish 
bridesmaids.

Sharing our Bicentennial 
Story with Children
Jo Crosse, Children & Family Enabler

As children we were probably not aware of history as a 
topic to be studied.  We may have listened to the stories 
told by older members of the family and community, 

often impatiently because they seemed to have little relevance 
to us.  As we grow older we remember snatches of those stories 
and, if you are like me, wish we had listened more carefully at 
the time.  We realise that those stories are also our stories and 
they have formed who we are and the places where we feel we 
belong.

In 2014, as we celebrate 200 years of gospel witness in Aotearoa, 
it would be easy to think that our children will not be interested 
in learning this history.  But it would be a great shame if we 
missed this opportunity to share the stories with them, to give 
them a sense of how life was for those early missionaries, and of 
our bicultural heritage.  There are so many interesting characters 
and events, and many of the places are easily accessible.  For 
those who attend the Christmas Day celebrations at Oihi it will 
be an awesome experience to be in the place where Marsden 
first preached and to have a tangible sense of what it was like to 
be there.

Few of our children will get to Oihi Bay in the next months, 
although hopefully many will make their way there in due course, 
so we need to tell the stories in other ways.  Fortunately we have 
some great resources available to help us, and in particular two 
sets of books have been purchased for the diocesan library.

Three stories written by Alison Ballantyne for primary schools, 
and available through the Anglican Schools Office: “When 
Tupu and Wiriwiri went to school – the first school in NZ”; 
“Marianne’s Almanac”, and "Samuel’s Ark".

The Paki Chronicles – a series of graphic books (comic style 
narrative and illustrations) which narrate the events from the 
perspective of key historical figures with explanatory notes by 
“Paki”: “Te Powhiri:, “Ruatara”, “Te Pahi”, “Elizabeth Colenso” 
and “Patuone”.

Have fun sharing our history with our children!
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T
idiness is a virtue.  We spend our lives tidying, sorting, 
and getting rid of rubbish.  We teach our children the 
importance of tidying up after themselves (so we don’t 

have to do it) and good work habits which help us to get things 
done as efficiently as possible.  There are multitudes of books, 
blogs, TV programmes and self-help guides to help us learn how 
to be tidier.  We make judgements about people’s character 
based on whether they and their personal environment look 
tidy.

Even in our churches we value tidiness and order.  We love 
our beautiful, and even the not-so-beautiful, buildings where 
we collectively spend hours of our time and vast amounts of 
money to keep them looking their best.  We expect our leaders 
to be well organised, well presented, efficient and effective.  
We like the routine of turning up for worship at the appointed 
time, sometimes even sitting in a particular place, usually on a 
Sunday and mostly with the same people.

So why would we want to have anything to do with “Messy 
Church”?  It sounds uncomfortable, unfamiliar and somewhat 
disturbing to the ears of people who love their church just the 
way it is!  This is, of course, the point of such a name.  It pushes 
the boundaries of what we think we know about “Church” and 
gets us wondering.  It challenges us to consider a different way 
of expressing ourselves as a community of faith.

Most importantly, Messy Church is not intended for those of 
us who already feel like we belong and are comfortable.  It’s 
about connecting with those who are not sure they will fit in, or 
who are looking for a place where they can discover who Jesus 
is and explore what church is about, with no strings attached.  
Messy Church is inter-generational, interactive worship with a 
strong focus on hospitality and relationship building.  It opens 
the door to all kinds of exciting possibilities! 

At the recent Messy Church conferences Lucy Moore used a 
helpful summary which describes both what Messy Church is, 
and is not:

Let’s Get 
It’s NOT just for kids BUT for all ages to be together

It’s NOT just a fun social activity BUT a way to help 
people discover Jesus

It’s NOT a bridge into ‘normal’ church BUT church in 
its own right

It’s NOT primarily for those already in church BUT is 
missional church – ecclesial mission

It’s NOT a programme, event or magic bullet BUT one 
way of being Church.

Ironically, if we want to get Messy Church underway 
in our local places, it requires a high degree o f 
planning, preparation and order.  To organise worship 
which includes informal gathering time, drama or some 
other creative storytelling, a variety of craft stations, 
and a meal is no small task.  For this reason most 
Messy Churches gather no more than once a month.  
They need a well-functioning team which can build 
strong trusting relationships and people who are 
excited about sharing their faith amongst the wider 
community.  This team needs to be well organised, 
but at the same time adaptable and flexible in their 
leading of worship.

There are heaps of resources available, and we have 
many in the diocesan library, but the best place 
to look initially is on the Messy Church website: 
http://www.messychurch.org.uk/   which has a 
brief introductory video with Lucy Moore.  

There are people in our communities who 
don’t know how to connect with us.  Messy 
Church moves us closer to them; it’s an exciting 
opportunity to reach out and to break down 
barriers.  Let’s get Messy!

Participants  experience 'Messy' firsthand at the recent conference

Group creativity

by Jo Crosse
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November 2014 was a significant month in the life of 
Anglican Care Waiapu.  For the better part of a year we 
have been working and consulting on the development 

of our new vision, mission and strategic anchor statements. In 
addition, we have been working on the development of a new 
logo which unifies all of our services as well as the preparation 
of a Strategic Plan and Annual Report which spans two years.

So in November, we gathered in Napier and Rotorua to 
celebrate the launch of our new vision and mission and to 
initiate the rollout of the new Anglican Care Waiapu logo.  This 
is an exciting time to talk with our teams and 
wider parish and Diocese people about our one 
mission: one purpose central strategic anchor 
and how it brings unity and strength to our work 
in aged care and services and child and family 
services.

As part of our work to talk to our communities 
about these new developments, here’s an 
overview.

Anglican Care Waiapu’s Vision is “Communities Thriving”, with 
the additional line of ‘Caring and Learning for Life”. These 
statements capture the essence of the work in which our 
services and parishes have been engaged in some areas for 
generations.  Certainly our vision of “Communities Thriving” is 
at the heart of what we want to see as a result of our interaction 
and work amongst children, their families and whanau and our 
older generation.

Our new purpose and mission statement expand the vision and 
clearly state the nature and breadth of the services we deliver 
in the Diocese of Waiapu.  Our purpose is to strive to deliver 
high quality Christian-based services to all ages throughout 
our communities. Our mission is to strengthen and develop 
our communities through our early childhood education 
services, family services, retirement and lifestyle villages, 
residential elderly care and day services to the elderly.  This is a 

comprehensive list of services which can help our community 
families in many aspects of their lives.

There are core values founded on our Christian ethos and these 
sit alongside the four key areas about which we are passionate: 
the vulnerable and isolated, social justice, our three tikanga 
partnership and faith in action.

Our new vision of “Communities Thriving” is a universal 
statement which helps to unify the broad range of services 
that organisationally we have brought together in the last 

a sound basis for the remaining four.  Each of the four addresses 
a specific area of focus and relate to working in partnership 
with external organisations, walking with our communities 
along their paths, being innovative in our approach to and 
delivery of services and making sure that we keep the interests 
of our people in the centre of our hearts.

But what does all this mean to the people in our communities?  
Well, along with the new vision and forward thinking is a focus 
that ensures we sustainably deliver the best quality services we 
can.  We must continually strive to ensure that we are ready and 

able to respond as and when required 
to the needs of our communities: not 
only do this well however, but do it 
sustainably so that we can ensure that 
Anglican Care Waiapu has a long and 
secure future.

A One Mission: One Purpose strategy 
would not be complete without some 
graphics to show that we are unified 

under one organisational image.  This Anglican Care Waiapu 
logo will be the central logo that all our services use to show 
that they are part of the one organisation of collective services.  
This is a very important presentation to many of the people and 
organisations we work with because they like to know that we 
are well organised and can present a very tidy and professional 
looking image.  

This new logo will start appearing on new signs at services 
and on other items like business cards and brochures over the 
next few months.  Anglican Care Waiapu will also have a new 
website in the new year, so keep an eye out in Waiapu Latest 
News for the announcement.

 One Mission:  One Purpose
by Rhondda Poon

twelve months.  The process of unifying our services has also 
brought us closer as one organisation to the mission of the 
Anglican Church and reminds us that we are all in this great 
work together. 

To help build this into the fabric of Anglican Care Waiapu, 
the new Strategic Plan is based around five key “Strategic 
Anchors”, all of which have been especially created to focus 
on a particular area of development.  These strategic anchors 
are: One Mission: One Purpose, Journeying Together, Beyond 
Sustainability, Quality and Innovation and Investing in our 
People.  At the heart of these is the first one: One Mission: One 
Purpose.

One Mission: One Purpose is the phrase that gathers us 
together in our central purpose of working side by side under 
the Anglican mission for our communities.  As an organisation 
we are secured by this primary strategic anchor and it provides 
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The Hope of Christmas is in the air.  Hope for good times 
with families and friends and a well-earned rest.  Hope 
that comes in celebrating the birth of Jesus and the 

promise of a world made new.  Hope that there can be peace 
on earth and goodwill amongst all people.

On the first Sunday in Advent Christian World Service 
invites you to join us in launching the 69th Christmas Appeal 
with the theme, “Build Hope for Tomorrow”.  The Christmas 
Appeal provides the core funding for CWS’s 20 community 
development partners working in 13 countries.

A year ago Muhammad Essa finally made his goal.  Third 
time lucky, he was accepted into the two year electrical 
training programme run by the Department of Service to 
Palestinian Refugees (DSPR) Gaza.  Mohumad Basher started 
the class with him.   Mohumad had completed media and 
communications studies at the Palestine University but he 
could not find a job.  Desperate to help his family, he began 
a new qualification.  One of four study programmes run by 
DSPR in Gaza the course has a good success rate - 78.9% of 
the 2012 graduates had a job within the year.

When International Programmes Coordinator Trish Murray 
met the pair in May, they were full of enthusiasm and hope.  
A month later classes were ended abruptly by the war that 
devastated the lives of the 1.8 million people who live in the 
small strip of land.  In the fifty days it lasted, 2,131 residents 
lost their lives and more than 100,000 were made homeless.   
No one escaped the tragic events.  One of DSPR’s three health 
clinics was damaged and one staff member lost her son.  Staff 
experienced the bombing, worried about their families and 
colleagues, and struggled to deal with the brutality of war.   
Once again they found strength in working together with 
their people.   Volunteers helped distribute food, water and 
other assistance to families.  DSPR extended its psychosocial 
programmes and medical care to many more people badly 
traumatised by events. 

The year’s vocational training 
programmes that usually began 
in September were delayed as 
DSPR met pressing needs.  With 
the economy shattered, many 
more people are reluctantly 
dependent on humanitarian 
aid.  Now the programmes have 
resumed.  Training young people 
will give them an opportunity to 
contribute to their family and a 
hope that will last longer than war.   
 
Like Nicole and Gilbert featured in this 
year’s Christmas Appeal material, the 
young men are determined to start 
again.  In the Philippines, communities are building stronger 
typhoon-resistant housing, planting crops and repairing 
fishing equipment.  In Gaza, DSPR is training people with 
skills for the future.  

Strong, experienced local partners are building communities 
that support each other through any eventuality.  It is a 
loaves and fishes model of development.  Partners like DSPR 
and Developers with support from the Christmas Appeal, are 
making good things.

The last year has been marked by conflict, drought, flooding, 
cyclones, the Ebola virus, and the loss of livelihoods.  CWS 
has been grateful to the generosity of people in the Waiapu 
Diocese in the shared ministry of diakonia or loving service 
to others.   

In the Diocese, last year’s Christmas Appeal raised 28% more 
than in 2012.  Parishes supported the many humanitarian 
appeals.  St Andrew’s at Westshore held a special concert to 
raise funds for poor South Indian fisherfolk who are struggling 
to stay along the coast where they have lived for centuries.   

Please support the 2014 Christmas Appeal to help our 
partners do what they do so well.  Worship resources and 
other materials are available at http://www.christmasappeal.
org.nz/.  Please give generously to Build Hope for Tomorrow.  
Thank you for your gifts.
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Music in the Early Church to the 16th Century

The famous hymn sung at all ordinations and often at confirmations is Come Holy 
Ghost our souls inspire (Veni Creator). It is typical of the type of church music 
sung for centuries in churches and monasteries throughout Western Europe. 

Plainsong or Gregorian chant became the predominant musical form for worship, 
usually accompanying the Mass and normally in unison without accompaniment. 
And in the 14th century Pope John XXII forbade the use of secular melodies and har-
monisation!

However, there were local musical fashions that persisted , and often contrary to the 
Church’s wishes. The Norman Conquest of Britain saw the introduction of French 
styles of church music. Sometimes local monks in England resisted. In 1083 Abbot 
Thurston of Glastonbury stationed Norman archers in the clerestory. When rebellious 
monks sang their own authentic chants they were shot at as they sang the holy office! 

Gradually the plainsong modal form of music evolved into polyphony: choristers 
singing interweaving and contrasting separate melody lines that began to resemble 
the sort of  four-part harmonies we know today. One of the greatest exponents of this 
form was the 16th century Italian, Palestrina.

The English Reformation in the 16th century adapted plainsong for use with the new 
Prayer Book in English. One of the most famous plainsong-style versions for the Eu-
charist was by John Merbecke (still sung in our parish churches well into the 20th 
century).

But the church was also strongly influenced by such men as Martin Luther, one-time 
Benedictine monk, who sparked the Reformation. He was a practical musician. Like 
others, he said the devil should not have all the best tunes. He encouraged the use of 
current folk tunes or adapted plainsong melodies for metric use. This saw hymnody 

 
A series on music in our churches by Bill Bennett.

develop in the church, for it meant the congregation could also join in singing.

Major Daniel Abraham Davel in 1723 led an insurrection in Calvinistic Switzerland. 
When captured and about to be executed, he stood on the scaffold, giving his final 
speech and urging all theological students: You neglect your studies for worldly plea-
sure. You take no pains to learn music which is so necessary for the singing of God’s 
praises. The songs of the church form an essential part of divine worship and have an 
infinite value in helping us to lift our hearts to God. 

Many writers and composers were writing music for congregational use and choirs. 
And the evolution of four-harmony enabled choirs to add texture and depth to the 
prevailing melodies. We also know that carols, originally popular Christian songs to 
be danced to, have been in existence since the Middle Ages. They were sung at all the 
church’s seasons, not just Christmas. Their beauty and simplicity still appeals to mil-
lions, whether church attenders or not. 


