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One of the features of Pentecost this year was, appropriately, two confirmation services in West Rotorua 
and Ōpōtiki. Confirmation has become somewhat invisible over the last few years so it is an encourag-
ing sign when we have young people wanting to affirm their faith and be commissioned to serve Christ in 

their everyday lives. 

Bishop David looks forward to more bookings for confirmation in the months ahead and encourages all parishes 
to include this in their annual calendar.

Confirmations at Pentecost
Bishop David with Dora, Sandra, Rachel and 
Debra Dondi at Hiona St Stephen's, Opotiki.
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Bishop invites Hemi Hope to give him Communion 

From Bishop David

Hemi offers the bread Communion received

The day was Trinity Sunday.  The place was St John the Baptist, 
Te Puke.  And the scene was vicar and bishop walking around 
the church together to join the procession one last time in 

this place.  As we made our way on this exquisite early winter’s 
day in the Bay of Plenty, I said to the vicar, “How many times do 
you suppose you’ve made this walk or its equivalent over the last 
almost forty two years?”  And after a second-or-two without any 
verbal response, I glanced over and saw the most genuine and 
grateful smile.  Such is the nature of the guy who is the subject of 
this article, Brian Hamilton.  

So let’s firstly identify what is extraordinary in-and-of-itself.  
Brian has served as a parish priest for nearly forty-two years.  
Said another way, comparatively speaking, I would have to 
“carry on” until my 68th year in order to achieve such a feat.  In 
addition, Brian still has that wonderful “not yet ready for the 
rocking chair” look and approach to life: that sparkle in his eye, 
that burst of excitement over a book recently read or an idea 
either rediscovered or pondered for the first time, that genuine 
appreciation for connecting with another human being, that 
willingness to sit in silence with a mate or colleague over a wee 
dram, and perhaps that look of sheer pleasure at the thought of 

riding his kayak-in-waiting in Papamoa, fishing for whatever is to 
be fished.  

I wish to offer two brief vignettes regarding something of the 
ingredients which contribute to Brian being Brian.  The first was 
during a meeting. I think it was last year. I’m not altogether sure 
what meeting it was, perhaps Standing Committee, possibly our 
Waiapu Leadership Team.  What I do remember with absolute 
clarity was the exchange which occurred.  Without recounting 
the details, the conversation involved a prospective response 
to a rather difficult circumstance.  And it was one of those rare 
occasions when the room was quiet and no one was forthcoming 
with any inspired ideas.  I then looked to Brian and said, “Well, 
Vicar-General, what do you think?”  And it was Brian’s response 
which I will forever remember.  He said, “maybe we should ask 
what the Spirit is saying to the Church in this situation rather than 
trying to figure out what to do about it.”  And if I recount this 
accurately, which I should, my somewhat sardonic response was, 
“well, yeah, but...”  And then I paused and I realised how right 
he was.  I think we all did.  Maybe it’s his Franciscan approach 
or that he seems to work in what sports people call “the zone.”  
The zone is where one can slow things down and therefore see 

the ball better or the basket seems bigger or the hole larger.  I 
sometimes wonder if Brian’s zone is his ability to frame whatever 
situation and circumstance with beautiful simplicity.  I am not for 
a moment calling Brian simple or ordinary, to the contrary, he has 
a wonderful gift.

And the second occasion was a few years ago when Brian asked 
to speak to me regarding his remaining years in Te Puke.  What I 
remember most about this exchange was his excitement.  Brian 
said there was so much to be done, he was enthused about 
“missional possibilities.” He was invigorated by what he was 
learning and what he wanted others to learn as well.  I remember 
thinking at that very moment, “If I can be that captivated by what 
I’m doing at that stage in my life and ministry, how fortunate I will 
be.”

Last Sunday after the service, I was approached by Lynne from the 
Catholic community who wanted to offer her own observation and 
experience of Brian.  Her words were humility and genuineness.    

Parishes from Havelock North to Wairoa to Edgecumbe-Kawerau 
to Tauranga to Te Puke have been the beneficiaries of Brian’s 
humility and genuineness.  Waiapu has been the beneficiary and 
the good news is that it will continue to benefit as long as Brian 
is around.

Lastly, following the blessing which Brian offered one last time as 
vicar, a group of guys came and lifted him and carried him out of 
the church singing: “For he’s a jolly good fellow!”  Indeed you are 
Brian Hamilton. Indeed you are.

Brian has retired from full-time parish ministry but will continue 
as Vicar-General.       
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Events Around Waiapu
Confirmation serv

ice in West Rotorua Reverend Brian Hamilton encourages the welcoming of new members through baptism at his farewell service

 St Barnabas' Close celebrates 10 years - Reverend Ursula Brown sees her dream come to fruition

A new coat of pain
t in preparation for

 the 

centennial celebratio
ns at St Andrew's,

  

Tolaga Bay

Attendees at Holy
 Trinity, Gisborne 

centennial in front
 

of Tukutuku panel
ling originating from

  

St John's, Mangapapa

St Francis Whanau Aroha Centre, Rotorua welcomes 
delegates from the Early Childhood Council
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Reflections from Bishop John Bluck's address to the Abbotsford and St Hilda's exhibition opening. 

  Kay Morris Matthews, author and researcher, with 
Grace Fleming former staff member of Abbotsford

H
Recently former children  and staff of St Hilda’s 

and Abbotsford Children’s Homes in Otane and 
Waipawa gathered at the Central Hawkes Bay 

Settlers’ Museum to celebrate the opening of a special 
photographic exhibition of the homes.  The exhibition was 
formally opened by John Bluck (former Bishop of Waiapu 
and currently acting Dean). In his address Bishop John 
reflected on the care and protection of children in the era 
of the homes and today. He said:  ‘It would be good to be 
able to look back on these homes today and say we know 
better now.  When it comes to caring for children in need of 
a functional loving family, a healthy, well educated, secure 
start to life, we’ve got it all sorted now, for Māori and for 
Pākehā. It would be good to be able to say that today.

‘And we ought to be able to because the resources from 
Government, the knowledge we have now – from 
educationalists and psychologists and family therapists 
and nutritionists, from family courts and social workers, 
is hugely greater than what was available to the people 
who ran Abbotsford and St Hilda’s and the range of other 
children’s homes in Hawkes Bay 40, 50, 90 years ago.’

‘But we can’t say it’s all much better now. In our hi-tech, fast 
broad-banded, cutting edge, compliance-rated society of 2013, 
where native birds and snails are protected by law, and we’re 
passionate about protecting our shellfish stock, as we should be, 
270,000 New Zealand children live below the poverty line.’

The Bishop went on to talk about the current debate over food 
in schools, the anticipated package which was released post-
budget, and the need to continually be seeking ways to ‘keep 
children safe at home (fostered or not) from levels of abuse and 
neglect that shame us all.’

This day of remembering was the first exhibition of its type and 
the photographs on display tell the story of St Hilda’s (1919-

1958) and Abbotsford (1926-1986) homes and of some of 
the over 600 children aged between 4 and 15 years who lived 
there.  The exhibition is an extension of the research work 
carried out by Professor Kay Morris Matthews for her book 
“Who Cared?  Childhoods within Hawke’s Bay Children’s Homes 
and Orphanages 1892 – 1988”. Professor Morris Matthews is 
an internationally known social historian who specialises in 
the history of education. She is the Research Professor at the 
Eastern Institute of Technology in Napier.

At the opening of the exhibition, Professor Morris Matthews 
also launched two monographs, one each on the homes of St 
Hilda’s and Abbotsford.  These monographs, which feature a 

foreword by Bishop David Rice, are a product of further 
research done in partnership with Bishop Murray Mills 
from his work with the Diocesan archives.  

In reflecting further on the photographs and research 
Bishop John reminded his audience: ‘this is not a day 
for speaking slowly and listening carefully. We gather to 
remember a 100 year old legacy of care, a story of how two 
homes among dozens in Hawkes Bay, tried to meet the 
needs of children in need.’

‘As the representative of the church that founded these 
homes, I’m not here to justify the mistakes that were 
made, to excuse the failures of care, let alone congratulate 
ourselves on what was achieved.’ 

‘The only voice that can do that must come from the 
children who were there, and are still here. So we listen to 
those voices and these images from their story, grateful that 
the silence that so often prevailed is slowly being broken 
open. We give thanks for the courage of those who are 
speaking, because unless we are able to hear those stories, 
we may make the same mistakes. And where there are 
achievements we may fail to celebrate them, which is just 
as bad.’

‘When I was bishop of the diocese it was hard to hear the story 
of St Hilda’s and Abbotsford, so I’m glad the silence is being 
broken. Because silence was a Kiwi habit in the post war periods 
that framed these homes.’

‘So much of the testimony already recorded by Kay and others 
ought to haunt us all. What can we learn for example from 
those who tell us they were cared for but not loved?  Remember 
that these carers at the time were not doing it for money or 
advancement. They thought they were doing the right thing, the 
loving thing.’

‘As we struggle to learn the lessons from St Hilda’s and 
Abbotsford, there are some things worth remembering. 

ow far have we come?
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Recently Bishop David, together with more than 500 people, 
attended the commissioning service of the new Archbishop, 

Philip Richardson at St Mary’s Cathedral in Taranaki.  He took 
with him, and presented to the Archbishop, on behalf of the 
Tikanga Pākehā House of Bishops, a pectoral cross with a Waiapu 
connection. The cross was designed and made by Hastings stone 
craftsman, Aaron Greaves.

Aaron writes: “I was born and raised in Hastings. On my mother’s 
side I take the whakapapa which connects me to both the Kapiti 
and Waikato areas. Coming from Ngati Raukawa around Otaki and 
Levin my whānau has strong ties with the church at Rangiatea 
where my great uncle Douin Hapeta served as a minister for many 
years as did many other of my tipuna. 

The piece which is created for Archbishop Philip was carved from 
Kawakawa Pounamu sourced from the Marsden district of the 
Westland Jade field of Te Wai Pounamu. The timber is from our 
native rewa rewa tree and the pins crafted from the tooth of a 

sperm whale. 

This pectoral cross will last 
your lifetime and many many 
more to come.

Words cannot express how 
much of an honour it was to 
craft such a piece’”.

Pictured is Archbishop Philip 
Richardson studying the 
pectoral cross. He is flanked 
by Archbishop Brown Turei 
to his right and Archbishop 
Winston Halapua to his left as they 
co-preside at the Eucharist.

Although these homes only closed at the end of the fifties, a 
mere half century ago, there is a sense in which they belong to 
ancient history. Because the shift in attitude and understanding, 
cultural, scientific, educational, theological is monumental since 
that time. There have been revolutionary changes in attitudes 
to marriage and divorce, sexuality, parental authority, child 
psychology, women’s rights and roles, even what manliness 
and womanliness is all about. Even the language to describe 
these shifts has changed. From 1930 the official government 
vocabulary moved from illegitimate to ex nuptial to describe 
children born out of wedlock, seen to be the pivotal difference. 
When was the last time you heard anyone talk of ex nuptial, let 
alone nuptial for that matter?’

‘If I was to stand up as an Anglican bishop and say I want to 
rescue and recruit all the orphans I could find as “little soldiers 
of Christ” I’d be up before the Human Rights Tribunal, the Race 
Relations Commissioner and a select committee or two. Yet that 
was the language and the theology of the day. We speak more 
carefully now, especially on issues like raising children.’

‘Kay Morris Matthews has modelled for us how the story can be 
told, in a measured way, not rushing to judgement, and above all 
listening first to those most vulnerable.’

‘As we read and see the story of these homes, it’s easy to be 
blessed with the gift of 20/20 hindsight, to judge this record 
with our supposedly superior and enlightened knowledge. It’s a 
false gift that produces smugness and righteous satisfaction. We 
would have done it better of course.’

‘I would dare to suggest that had the job been ours to do, we 
might not have done it at all. Because as a Pākehā culture at 
least, we have become far less generous, more individual and 
self-absorbed, more consumer-driven and materialistic.’

‘What we remember today is a story of mixed blessings. The 
children of that day will tell us just how mixed it was. And we 
listen and wonder how we would have responded, remembering 
that the values of our day and then have shifted radically. Back 
then the ideal was inherited and still intact from Victorian times. 
I quote from the Daily Telegraph of 1892. Children and destitute 
children especially, needed to “be well cared after, brought up 

in a Christian manner, and taught to be neat, clean, industrious 
and obedient.”’

‘By comparison, what would our list of qualities look like 
today, given the demands of a rapidly changing workplace 
and a turbulent society? Resourceful, independent, adaptable, 
resilient, literate, IT savvy… you make your own list. I’d like 
to add gracious, tolerant, compassionate, capable of sustaining 
good relationships.’

‘Have we got the formula for helping children become like that? 
Did those children from St Hilda’s and Abbotsford do so badly 
on those scores?’

‘Only their emerging stories can answer that. Where we failed 
them we ask forgiveness. Where good things happened for them 
we say thank God for that. And where we saw good people being 
generous we take our inspiration.’

This exhibition is a collaboration between the Central Hawkes 
Bay Settlers Museum, the Anglican Diocese of Waiapu and EIT, 
and will run until 26 July 2013.

Archbishop’s Commissioning and the  
Waiapu Connection
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Telling Our Story LT4Youth Campers  at Puketapu explore ‘Telling Our Story’ and ‘Social Justice’

LT4Youth Campers  at Puketapu explore ‘Telling 
Our Story’ and ‘Social Justice’

Creative art took on a whole new meaning for 
those of us gathered at the LT4Youth (Leadership 
Training for Youth) camp at Puketapu in May.  

Under the skilful eye of Tracy Cappel Rice our group created 
an extraordinary piece of art work as we gathered around a 
table and ‘doodled’ for 30 second intervals before the paper 
turned and we started a new doodle.  After 20 minutes or so 
we had a very colourful and interesting piece of art work in 
front of us.  The fun, the laughter and the creative drawings 

inspired us all to share about ourselves 
and our thoughts.  This was just part 
of the ‘Telling Our Story’ workshop led 
by Tracy, who also had us painting and 
pasting, creating wonderful posters that 
expressed our individual stories.  ‘Telling 
Our Story’ or proclaiming our faith is 
one of the modules of LT4Youth based 
on the 5 Marks of Mission.  

The Reverend Numia Tomoana shared 
her very moving story of coming to 
faith and how recently God led her on a 
trip to New York as one of the Anglican 
Communion delegates representing and 
lobbying world governments on women’s 
rights at the United Nations Economic 
and Social Council’s Commission on the 
Status of Women.  Numia then went on 
to teach our group two waiata; Tutira 
mai nga iwi and Whaakaria mai.

Our final workshop was led by the 
Reverend Steve Hayes (Vicar of Taradale) 
as he shared his remarkable stories of 
taking groups of young people on mission 
trips to Romania. This sparked ideas for 

our LT4Youth young people to begin to think and pray about 
how God may be leading them to actively participate in their 
Social Justice LT4Youth module.  So watch this space – you 
may be hearing of a Social Justice initiative led by our young 
people who will be keen to have your support and prayers as 
they embark on their next mission.  

Next LT4Youth Camp 
This will focus around 'Serving Others' from 24th to 26th July 
in Turangi.  Anyone 14 years and older interested in exploring 
LT4Youth is welcome to attend.  For more information contact:  
Jocelyn Czerwonka jocelyn.dymf@xtra.co.nz 

Children and Youth 

Leaders' Training 

Weekend

There is something about getting a group of leaders 
involved in both youth ministry and children’s 

ministry that creates a sense of excitement, fun and 
laughter!  This was certainly the case at the training 
weekend held in Taradale where 20 or more people 
gathered from all over Waiapu.  

There was a serious side though, particularly during 
the Child Safe workshop as we looked at ways to keep 
our children and young people safe.  For some, this 
was the second module of Child Safe training that 
they had attended and addressed the serious issue 
of child abuse.    Guest speakers were Julie Hintz, 
StraNdZ Ministry Enabler and Phil Trotter, National 
Anglican Youth Advisor.  Sandie Speeden, Waiapu’s 
own Child Safe Co-ordinator (see the profile article 
on Sandie on page 8) was also there to meet the 
leaders and make herself known.  

For Waiapu young people and youth ministry 
leaders the weekend offers an important time to 
gather, network, train and share resources.  It is a 
time to be challenged to think outside the square, 
to consider how we can be more missional in our 
thinking and to find ways to be safe and effective in 
our ministries.  

LT4 Youth Leaders with Tracy Cappel Rice 
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Three-Day Faith Sharing Weekendend  

Waiapu Womans' Cursillo - May 2013

Leo Te Kira tells us more about Cursillo.

the input sessions. 

Although the new pilgrims brought both wide 
ranging Christian experience and age to the weekend 
participants spoke of deepening their trust and love in 
Christ as a result of the three-day gathering.

As shown in the accompanying photo, this was a 
women’s event led by the Waiapu Diocesan Lay 
Director Gail Spence. Shane Storey will lead a 
parallel men’s weekend in October this year. In the 
spring of 2014 there will be a combined event for 
men and women.

For more information on Cursillo in Waiapu you 
can check out the website:   http://waiapu.com/
about-us/cursillo/ or email cursillo@waiapu.com.

The Nature of Marriage

At General Synod/Te Hinota Whanui 2012 we passed a 
motion asking us as a Church to take a closer look at 
our understanding of marriage.  The need for this 

work has been underlined by the recent debates about same 
gender marriage and the passing of the Marriage (Equality) 
Amendment Act into law.

These debates have meant that we as a Church need to take 
stock of what we currently understand about marriage, and 
how that fits with a secular understanding of a legal contract.  
It has raised questions for us about what kinds of relationships 
we believe are blessed by God, what expectations we have of 
leaders in terms of their personal relationships, and how we 
affirm and celebrate relationships where partners are making 
a lifelong commitment to each other.

Waiapu is seeking to engage with these questions theologically. 
The Reverend Jenny Dawson will convene a diocesan working 
group who will:

• Review possible resource material for people across 
the diocese to use as background reading for ongoing 
discussions.  

• Provide reflection material that can be used to initiate 
broad discussion about the nature of marriage at three 
regional hui in October/November:

Bay of Plenty - 19th October
Hawke’s Bay - 2nd November
Eastland - 9th November

• Draw together the feedback from the regional hui and 
incorporate those discussions into further theological 
reflection by the working group.

• Provide a summary of the work that has been done to 
the Waiapu Standing Committee by March 2014 with 
recommendations about next steps, and whether there 
is anything we can say together as a diocese about our 
understanding of marriage.

For further information please contact Jenny Dawson jennyd@
waiapu.com or Jo Crosse jo@waiapu.com .

Enriches Faith Again

For the fourth time in two years a ‘Cursillo’ weekend has 
served to further invigorate the faith of a group of Waiapu 
Anglicans.

The three-day weekend - which takes both its shape and name 
from Christian growth courses started in Spain in the 1950s - 
had 19 past ‘Cursillistas’ of Cursillo share the experience with 13 
newcomer ‘pilgrims’. The Cursillo weekend was held this time at 
Hukarere Girls’ College in the Esk Valley recently.

Hymns, modern choruses, times of silence, group buzz sessions, 
spontaneous prayer, chanted karakia Māori, Bible reading, 
teaching slots, craft-making and even a Saturday night “Wearable 
Art” Show blended effortlessly as the Cursillo Weekend 
maintained it trademark of utilising a variety of communication 
styles to model God’s love. Likewise, it maintained its principle 
of having lay people responsible for the presentation of most of 
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Sandie Speeden  
‘Keeping our 
children safe’

ChildSafe system provides for different levels of responsibility 
and accountability, with a variety of resources and training 
in risk management for people at all levels of involvement in 
ministry.  This is one of the major benefits as far as Sandie is 
concerned.  Having the training and resourcing targeted to the 
needs of leaders means that it should be relevant and useful 
rather than a burden.  Training can be undertaken individually 
through online tutorials but it is preferable to work in a group 
because the sharing of stories and experiences is one of our 
most valuable learning tools.  Both training and provision of 
resources allow us to raise awareness and to demonstrate the 
priority we place on the safety of those who are entrusted to 
our care.

For Sandie one of the other major advantages of a system like 
ChildSafe is that there are clear lines of accountability so that 
nobody should ever feel as if they are solely responsible for 
safety matters.  There is always someone else in the system to go 
to for assistance or advice either in the planning stages or if an 
incident should occur in the course of our ministry. Apart from 
being very reassuring, this kind of support structure also helps 
us to create and maintain clear boundaries for ourselves and for 
those we work with.  

Sandie is a fantastic resource person for us in Waiapu.  As 
somebody who has plenty of experience in working with 
children and young people in a variety of settings, she 
understands the kind of challenges we face and is keen to make 
life easier for leaders.  She will be contacting parishes to find out 
what ministries are currently in place for children and young 
people, who leads these ministries and what help can be made 
available in terms of safety planning and management.  One of 
her tasks is also to keep a record of which leaders have current 

police checks and to remind them when they need updating.   
Sandie can be contacted at childsafe@waiapu.com 

After we have been talking for a while, Micah decides that he 
would like to be part of the conversation.  I ask him to tell me 
what his mum does, and he replies that she cooks and does the 
washing and vacuums the house.  As far as this young boy is 
concerned Sandie is just “Mum” and he is happy with that.  What 
better qualification could we find for a ChildSafe Coordinator?

Isaiah and Micah with mum Sandie Speeden

Jo Crosse interviews our Diocesan Childsafe Co-ordinator 

“Yum, what a delicious pizza!”  Sandie Speeden and I are 
presented with a delightful rainbow-coloured playdough 
creation, made especially for us by her young son, Micah, who 
has kept himself happily occupied while we talk.  Her other 
son Isaiah is at school, husband Dave at work, and two dogs 
stand at the back door, seeking attention  In the midst of a busy 
week Sandie, Waiapu ChildSafe Coordinator, appears calm and 
relaxed.  As well as her family and the ChildSafe role, Sandie 
is one of two local “Growing through Grief ” Coordinators, 
and she also promotes and facilitates a high school sexuality 
education programme called “YrChoice” which focusses on 
developing positive relationships.  The family worships at a 
local Elim Church and, as a result of their involvement, Sandie is 
regularly approached to be a mentor for young people.  It is clear 
that Sandie has a wonderful appreciation of, and commitment 
to, her community and it is equally clear that she is a focussed 
and well organised person who knows how to get things done.  

Aside from her current commitments, Sandie draws on her 
past involvement in youth ministry leadership, completing 
a Bachelor of Applied Social Sciences, working with DOVE 
(Domestic Violence Prevention), PARS (Prisoners Aid and 
Rehabilitation Society) and other community networks.  She 
brings a wealth of experience from this variety of contexts and is 
willing to share her stories and the learning she has gained along 
the way.  She enjoys gathering and facilitating groups of people, 
and working collaboratively.  One aspect which attracted her to 
the role of ChildSafe Coordinator was the potential for meeting, 
and working with, people from all over Waiapu Diocese.  

The ChildSafe Coordinator role is a part-time one, and it brings 
a renewed focus to ensuring that we have high standards of care 
and safety in our ministry with children and young people.  The 
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Bishop John Bluck

After taking a break for nearly five years from living and 
breathing Waiapu, (not that it hasn’t crossed my mind and 
heart since then) I’m back on the job again, acting as dean 

of your/our cathedral until they find a better idea.

Five years is long enough to forget the things that used to keep 
me awake at night. And some of the people that found me hard 
going (and vice versa) seem to have mellowed.

Living in Napier for the first time since boarding school days is 
a treat. When we lived in the bishop’s house in Puketapu, we 
had little close contact with the city. It was rural life when we 
weren’t on the road. So walking to work in the middle of town is 
a privilege.

And helping to keep the cathedral warm is a bigger privilege. 
Over fifty years on from the day I joined the foundation stone 
laying congregation as a choirboy, the place is growing old 
gracefully. 

The diocese beyond the city, even inside the city, still struggles 
to see the building as central to its life. But the potential for 
the cathedral to be a focal point of Anglican faith and identity 

is greater than ever, in all 
sorts of ways.

Every week on the cover of 
the cathedral newsletter 
is a story about a parish 
somewhere in the diocese, 
talking about its issues 
and achievements, its 
ministry team and special 
character. This helps us 
pray for you, and link you 
closer into the story that 
we share as the people of 
God called Waiapu. And 
the first of what I hope 
will be a series of parish 

pilgrimages, cathedral congregation going out sometimes, and 
parish congregations coming in, is underway.

But equally important for this role of being a focal point are the 
Waiapu treasures housed in the cathedral and held in its 150 year 
long memory. I’d forgotten how richly blessed the cathedral is in 
stories and symbols of our Waiapu journey. Nearly all our  leaders 
lay and ordained, all the patron saints of our parish churches, all 
our partnerships with Maori before the revised constitution,  all 
the landmarks in our diocesan story are embedded somewhere 
in the cathedral; in glass and wood and tukutuku panels, plaques, 

cushions, furnishings, 
embroidery and 
chalices,    booklets 
and photographs, even 
in the organ pipes. 
This is one of the few 
cathedrals I know of 
where the stories of 
the ordinary people of 
God outnumber the 
war memorials and the 
testimonials to the good 
and the great.

And many of the stories 
enshrined here are 
heart-wrenching in their 
detail. Like the dean who 
lost all three of his sons 
in different tragedies 
around the world. And 
the first Maori military 
chaplain who lived 
for only a year after 
his return to Wairoa 
from Gallipoli and the 
battlefields of France.

And the story woven 
into tukutuku panels 
of Pākehā settlers 

playing draughts as they waited outside the courthouse for 
news about some-times dubious land sales. And the font built 
with the pocket money of two generations of Sunday School 
children. The stories are endless but they all talk about faith and 
courage overcoming disaster, delay, impossible odds. Bishop 
Lesser wanted to call the new building the Cathedral of the 
Resurrection. This month we open a little chapel at the south 
west end of the nave for daily prayer and the Eucharist held every 
Tuesday at 10.30am to remember what happened when the 
earthquake fell on that same service in 1931, and to pray for the 
victims of disaster and trauma every-where. We are going to call 
it The Resurrection 
Chapel.

It’s never too 
late to rediscover 
these stories of 
dying and rising 
and connect with 
them. They are 
still close enough 
to be recorded 
so they won’t be 
lost again, like 
the first cathedral 
building was lost 
so completely. The 
earthquake and 
the fire destroyed 
the physical things 
and all the written 
records of earlier 
history, but the stories of faith that form the living stones of 
Waiapu’s Cathedral live on and awaits new generations to claim 
them and  make them their own.

To be part of helping that happen is a privilege for all of us. I 
can’t think of a better way to spend the seasons of Eastertide and 
Pentecost.

Fragments of  glass used in this 
window were recovered from the 

ruins of  St John's Cathedral after 
the earthquake on the  

3rd February 1931

Guest Columnist

Chair of  Te Pihopa o Aotearoa

Baptismal Font
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The companionshi
p of friends – a

 Kauri Centre vis
it to Kulim Park 

in Tauranga

Why are there day centres and day programmes for 
the elderly?  Who goes?  Why?  What needs are met 
when you step inside?  These are good questions to 

ask about services that as a younger generation we might just 
take for granted.  

Waiapu Anglican Social Services and Anglican Care (Waiapu) 
Ltd both run day centre programmes for the elderly.  This means 
that the Waiapu Anglican Diocese has day programmes spread 
across the three regions.  Day services provided by Anglican 
Care (Waiapu) Ltd are based at Te Wiremu House in Gisborne 
and Peria House in Opotiki.  The seven Waiapu Anglican Social 
Services day centres are based in dedicated community facilities 
in Dannevirke, Waipukurau, Hastings, Gisborne, Papamoa and 
Te Puke.

Each of the day centres provides a valuable service for not only 
the person attending each day, but also for the families who are 

providing daily care for family members.  Many of these 
clients have dementia in some form and the centres are 
vital in the provision of respite for families and carers. 
The nature of the care at each centre is similar with 
games, social activities, outings and good meals.

Molly Pardoe, Manager for Services for Older People 
(Northern), says that day centres for the elderly 
respond to a number of critical needs, the primary 
one being social isolation.  ‘Many of our elderly 
clients can be very lonely. Families work or don’t 
live in the same city – Arohaina and Kauri are their 
whānau and often their only link with the outside 
world, apart from the surrounds of their home, 
television or newspaper.’

Social isolation is an issue for older people especially 
if a spouse or partner has died or the family has moved cities.  
Social isolation as opposed to loneliness is an indicator of ‘well 
being’ and ‘life satisfaction’ amongst social researchers.  In their 
2007 paper “Wellbeing – Social Connectedness and Economic 
Standard of Living Among 65 – 84 Years in New Zealand” 
the Family Centre Social Policy Research Centre (Lower 
Hutt) and the Population Study Centre at the University of 
Waikato explored the concept of wellbeing using an established 
definition:  ‘Wellbeing is the satisfaction of an individual’s 
goals and needs through the actualisation of their abilities and 
lifestyle’. They acknowledge that wellbeing is difficult to measure 
because there are ‘objective and subjective indicators’, many of 
which are highly individual.

Trish Giddens, Manager for Services to Older People (Southern) 
supports this view.  ‘Our survey of older people in our Diocese in 
2004 identified social isolation as one of their biggest concerns 
and highest priorities. Day centres eliminate this concern…and 
for many the Centres are the only place they can engage with 

others and enjoy a programme and shared a meal with others’.

The positive links between sustained social interaction and 
physical and mental health are supported by worldwide 
research.  This understanding anchors the value of the senior day 
programmes and the infrastructural role they play in the lives of 
the elderly who go.  Both Molly Pardoe and Trish Giddens agree 
that there is such a wide range of activities for elderly in the day 
centres that they become a central part of their clients’ week.

‘Our 2004 survey also identified that access to a podiatrist at 
an acceptable rate was important,’ says Trish.  ‘We also provide 
information, entertainment and outings.’  Molly adds that her 
northern region services include a hairdresser and an exercise 
programme.  ‘We also have an annual calendar of events such 
as St Patrick’s Day. This year everyone wore something green 
and we made green cupcakes.  On St Valentine’s Day our clients 
brought in wedding photos and travelled ‘down memory lane’.

Dementia care day programmes and care for people with 
disabilities are a feature of the services provided at Te Wiremu 
House (Gisborne) and Peria House in Opotiki, both managed 
by Anglican Care (Waiapu) Ltd. The service offered from these 
two Eldercare Homes is different in that clients are assessed as 
requiring clinical day care as distinct from social day care.  

Te Wiremu House and Peria House both have day clients that 
are affected by dementia. Lynette Stankovich, Manager of Te 
Wiremu House says that dementia-related day care services are 
designed for older adults who are ‘Needs Assessment Service 
Co-ordination’ assessed as requiring dementia care.  ‘These are 
people who can no longer manage independently, or who are 
isolated or lonely and present with challenging behaviours. ‘It 
enables these people to socialise with others, receive mental and 
social stimulation, while still receiving needed care services’.  

At Peria House there are day services that assist people with 

for Waiapu's Elderly - Part IICaring



Doug St.George

Mission Festival 2013
Do you have an interest in Overseas Mission?

Come and join us at the Waiapu Mission Festival 

Saturday 17th August – 10am to 3pm at  
St Andrew’s Taupo.

The gathering is for all parish Overseas Mission  
Motivators, and those interested in overseas mission.

Email Hugh McBain at langton@xtra.co.nz for more  
information.

way beyond their pay packet, often preparing many resources 
afterhours in their homes such as prizes and raffles or baking.  

‘Our services simply wouldn’t exist without this amazing team 
who practice and ‘walk the talk’ of honouring our values of love, 
service and justice.’

For more information on services to older people provided by 
Waiapu Anglican Social Services and Anglican Care (Waiapu) 
Ltd, visit the websites:  www.waiapuanglicansocialservices.org.nz 
and www.anglicancare.co.nz.
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Even kayaking is a possibility when you attend the Kauri Centre!

Bishop David invites  
Regional Conferences to consider…

As Regional Conferences approach, there is a conversa-
tion I invite you to consider.  The name Bishop’s Chap-
lain was an attempt to move away from a “functional 
title” like Regional Ministry Convenor towards a more 
“relational title.” I suggest that since initiating this title 
enough conversation has occurred regarding the lack 
of clarity in the language to warrant reconsideration.  I 
want to invite Regional Conferences to consider the title 
Regional Dean. I do so for the following reasons:

•	 this title is more descriptive of the role and 
responsibility

•	 it has sufficient gravitas 

•	 it is generally more recognizable within Angli-
can circles than “chaplain” particularly beyond 
Waiapu.  

•	 the qualifier “Region” indicates place of  
responsibility and relationship.

The title Regional Dean is used in several dioceses in NZ, 
and elsewhere (eg Canada).  I invite you to consider this 
name change and be prepared to discuss it at a Regional 
Conference near you.

Regional Conferences dates are as follows:  
Bay of Plenty – 6th July at St Mary’s Mount Maunganui 
Eastland – 13th July at Holy Trinity, Gisborne
Hawke's Bay – 20th July at All Saints’, Taradale

a disability which 
are essential to help 
them remain in the 
community.  The 
manager, Rachael 
Dadson says, ‘The day-
care service emphasises 
a restorative approach 
with activities for 
daily living….so 
as to maintain and 
improve their current 
functional status for 
as long as possible.’ 
Rachael sees benefits 
in providing the 
services in an aged 
care residential facility 
where clients are assisted by trained staff who provide personal 
assistance, have good knowledge of cultural issues and also 
significant experience with the aging process.

The challenges in the future for all the day services centre are 
around funding and the changing needs of clients who have 
significantly challenging behaviours and health issues.

Funding for the 
Waiapu Anglican Social 
Service day centres is 
sourced from district 
health boards in part, 
the Lottery Grants 
Board, other charitable 
sources, donations and 
fundraising activities.  
Te Wiremu and Peria 
House receive district 
health board contracts 
for the services they 
provide. In all cases 
sourcing funding is 
a challenge and is 
minimal. More funding 
would allow even more 

service provision.

And there is no doubt about the universal love, dedication and 
compassion that all Waiapu aged care service staff have for 
the people who attend the day programmes.  Volunteers are 
a key component of the services offered and as Molly Pardoe 
says ‘staff and volunteers love their work, love the clients and 
provide true compassion way beyond their specific roles and 
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St Andrew's Church, Tolaga Bay  

Early interior of St Andrew's

Stephen Donald backgrounds the building of this church.  

Christianity came among Te Aitanga-a-Hauiti at Tolaga Bay 
following the visit of missionary William Williams to the 
Waiapu Valley and Mahia in 1834. The Church Missionary 

Society sent Charles Baker and his wife Hannah in 1843 to establish 
the Uawa Mission Station. They found that a raupo chapel had been 
built the previous year on the outskirts of Mangarara pa, within 
the present Tolaga Bay Area School grounds. Foundations of this 
building were uncovered, along with the adjacent mission cemetery, 
during construction work in 2007. 

The chapel had fallen into disrepair by the early 1850s, and was 
replaced in 1861 by a European-style church erected closer to the 
river by local boat builder Charlie Gillman. A church was built on 
the south bank in 1878. The Mangarara church was demolished in 
the 1890s, and Mihaia Church at Hauiti replaced by the present 
A-frame structure in 1978. Both Māori churches were used by the 
settler community prior to the building of St Andrew’s.

Whalers and traders lived at Tolaga Bay from the 1830s, but large-
scale Pākehā settlement did not begin until the early 1890s. By the 
mid-1900s, Tolaga Bay was the fastest-growing Pākehā settlement 
north of Gisborne, fuelled by the subdivision of larger landholdings 
and improved transportation. 

Bishop Leonard Williams, concerned about the spiritual needs of 

East Coast Pākehā settlers, appointed a priest to Waipiro Bay in 
1903. In 1907, William Robinson became the first vicar of Tolaga 
Bay Parochial District, holding services at schools and homesteads 
between Whangara and Anaura Bay. By 1910 a vicarage was 
built, ready for the arrival of the new vicar who worked with the 
churchwardens and parishioners to raise funds for a church. A 
Gisborne newspaper reported:

“St. Andrew’s Anglican Church, Tolaga Bay, was formally dedicated 
by his Lordship, Bishop Averill, on Sunday [23 Nov 1913]. The new 
Church is the first Pākehā church on the East Coast. A service for 
both Maori and Pākehā was held at Hauiti at 8 a.m., there being 
about 25 Europeans and 16 native communicants present. 

The dedication service was held at 11 a.m., there being a 
congregation fully 250, including residents from all parts of the 
district. The service was conducted by his Lordship, whilst the 
Rev. F. W. Chatterton, G. W. Davidson (Vicar of Tolaga Bay parish) 
and Rev. Martin participated. Assistance was also rendered by the 
Church officers, comprising Dr Weeks, Messrs VV. E. Holder and 
D. Trent (lay reader).

ln the course of his address the Bishop of Waiapu emphasised the 
fact that whilst individualism in religion was commendable it was 
not the main factor of church work. A church comprised many 
boards, and so a church must contain many members, and without 
the same it was consequently incomplete. 

There was also a large gathering in the evening, when another 
impressive service was held. The first confirmation service was also 
celebrated, the font presented by the children of the district being 
duly dedicated. 

The building was erected by Messrs Richardson and Lincoln, at 
Tolaga Bay, who are to be commended upon the excellent timber 
and the splendid workmanship. Owing to the strike, however, 
the seating and other furniture was not all complete. It has 
accommodation for about 160, and with a roofing of grey coloured 
material it presents a striking appearance. The building cost a little 
over £900, the section being a presentation from Mrs Frank Harris, 

of Gisborne. There remains a debt of about £250 on the Church.” 1

Nowadays St Andrew’s is the main church of a much-enlarged East 
Coast parish stretching north from the Gisborne city boundary 
nearly to Cape Runaway. Services are held fortnightly, turnabout 
with Mihaia Church at Hauiti. The parish hall (built 1925) and 
grounds are used by a horticulture course run by EIT Tairawhiti, 
and the buildings and mature trees form a historic precinct with 
nearby Tolaga Bay Inn and Uawa County Council building (now 
Tolaga Bay Cashmere Company).

Plans for the centennial celebrations on Saturday 30th November 
include baptisms and confirmations, and the dedication of a 
completed set of leadlight windows in the porch. 

Enquiries to Stephen Donald phone 021 132 0037 email stephen.
donald@xtra.co.nz and watch ENews for details as they become 
available.
1Poverty Bay Herald 26 Nov 1913

Celebrates 100 Years this November
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From the  
Ministry Educator

Bishop Mark of Jarrow and other Diocesan clergy with 
a group of ordinands who will be deaconed in June. The 
splendard setting is the solarium in the Dean's House at 

Durham Cathedral.

Oenone Woodhams

A season is coming to an end; my sabbatical will soon 
be past.  I will be flying home to Aotearoa, with many 
happy memories but also much food for thought. 

My brief was to observe and learn how the Newcastle and 
Durham Dioceses approach matters of discernment of 
vocation, training, education and formation.  Thus I’ve 
spent time attending curates’ training, training for training 
incumbents (training for vicars who have curates), following 
through the curate placement discussions (vicars have to apply 
to have curates, and all the newly ordained whether stipendiary 
or non-stipendiary complete a 3 year curacy), and observing 
Diocesan meetings concerned with discernment and selection 
for ordination.  I was very honoured to be asked to preach 
on several occasions, and to provide the spiritual input for a 
curates’ retreat.  I attended a residential weekend for lay readers, 
a continuing education task group meeting and many other 

facets of diocesan and parish life.  One event was billed as ‘an 
evening with Oenone Woodhams’ which I was a bit alarmed by, 
how could I live up to the advertising!  But I had an enjoyable 
evening’s discussion about women’s ministry in New Zealand 
and other topics with a keen group of clergy, both male and 
female, who are very interested in the New Zealand church.  I 
was able to share the recent Women’s Studies Centre Gender 
Equality survey with them.  It proved to be a great talking point. 

I was also fortunate to spend time with people on the national 
stage such as The Rev’d Stephen Ferns, National Selection 
Secretary for the Church of England, and  Dr Paula Gooder, 
canon theologian of Birmingham Cathedral, and member of the 
Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission which is 
co-chaired by Archbishop David Moxon.  

After three months of criss-crossing the two Dioceses from 
Barnard Castle in the south to Berwick on Tweed in the north 
I can say that I’m hugely impressed by the careful discernment, 
the robust processes in place that have a human face and the 
variety of inspiring educational opportunities made available to 
clergy and laity.  I have learned much that will directly benefit 
my work as Ministry Educator in Waiapu and, I hope, inspire 
fruitful and beneficial conversation among my colleagues.  
And when I am back in Waiapu, and have space to evaluate 
the learnings of the past three months in light of our specific 
context, I will remember the people I met and the experiences 
I’ve had as highlights that are too numerous to list.

I’d like to thank those people who kept the home fires burning 
and picked up aspects of my work while I was away.  To Belinda 
Barnhill, Trish Truman, Rev’d Adrienne Bruce, Rev’d Erice 
Fairbrother and Rev’d Jenny Dawson – a heartfelt thank you.

By the time this edition of the Waiapu News appears at the 
back of the church, I will be able to say, “It’s good to be back.” 

Friends of Anglican Care  
Supporting our Social Services 

The Friends of Anglican Care have again shown their 
generosity by donating a total of $6,000 to help 
Anglican Social Services support their communities. 

This year grants were made to:
Beachaven Community House, Papamoa   $230
Papamoa Support Centre   $900
Growing Through Grief, Te Puke   $700
Heretaunga Seniors   $590
Growing through Grief, Hawke’s Bay   $700
Growing through Grief, Tauranga   $700
Growing through Grief, Rotorua   $670
Growing through Grief, Opotiki   $500
Growing through Grief, Southern Hawke’s Bay   $510
Growing through Grief, Eastland   $500
The Papamoa Support Centre's grant will be used 
to assist with the supervision costs for their Social 
Worker.  “Supervision is a mandatory requirement 
for Registered Social Workers and members of the 
Aotearoa Association of Social Workers”, says Trish 
Ives, Papamoa Support Centre Manager.  “...social 
workers of the Papamoa Support Centre are immensely 
grateful for the generous support of the Friends of 
Anglican Care.  This grant helps ensure the Family 
Support service remains professional, accountable and 
promoting the well being of workers and clients alike.”

The Friends of Anglican Care Committee is made up of 
five members: Ken Crombie, Mary Tait, Peter O’Brien, 
Jane Roberts and Tim Richards.

If you would like to support our Anglican Social Services 
by joining Friends of Anglican Care, please contact 
Linda Mortenson on (06) 834 0376 or pa@wasstb.com. 
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It was always going to be a pilgrimage into the past. We stay 
with a cousin I have never met (we share great grandparents). 

For a week we explored our Nottingham ancestry and enjoyed 
getting to know each other. Victorian great grandmother Lizzie 
continues to surprise as we unravel her turbulent life: running 
away to London to go on the stage, married at 19, abandoned 
husband and child, three more children outside marriage to our 
great grandfather, and death in Southwell from tuberculosis at 
31 years of age.    

We walk 100 metres from the house where Lizzie died to 
Southwell Minster.  Choral Evensong envelops me like a 
comfortable cloak, not only because of past associations, but 
because a century earlier my grandfather, a pupil at Southwell 
Grammar School, had sat in the same Cathedral choir stalls, 
singing the same words.

True, I have stood at the grave of tupuna at home; yet, for me, 
there is nowhere in Aotearoa where the past meets the present 
as seamlessly as it does in Britain.  Likewise with the Church. 

On our first English Sunday, we attended a country parish 
Communion: 1662 Prayer Book.  A member of the tiny 
congregation read the Epistle, but the priest did everything else.  
No sermon or music.  Afterwards a parish meeting voted to 
ask The Bishop to licence a layman as chalice bearer, for special 
occasions.

The next stage of our pilgrimage into the past:  William Morris 
called Bibury “the most beautiful village in England”.  Honey-
coloured Cotswold stone houses, pubs, churches, mills, bridges 
and barns, stone stiles over stone walls; babbling brooks, garden-
like sheep farms, trees and hedges, and busloads of tourists 
clogging the lanes for half-hour stops.

Our parish comprises three villages.  Saturday was Barnsley’s 
Village Garden Festival.  We walked to the Town Hall for a cup 
of tea and a scone and sat next to the town crier, dressed in all 
his finery.  He would stand up occasionally and ring his bell to 

announce the next event. “We have similar jobs,” I suggest. “We 
both put on funny clothes and proclaim things.”  

We visit The Little House (not little), the Tythe House, and 
Stones Throw (as in, from the church). Entertainment is 
provided by Morris dancers and children from the Church 
school dancing around the Maypole. Much of the proceedings 
will go to the church.  Such is the intricate link between church 
and community. More tea in the extensive grounds of the former 
vicarage, now an up-market hotel.

On Sunday, in Bibury at 8 am it is 1662 Communion.  The nave 
was built in 721.  The Normans modernised it by adding a long 
chancel, separating the altar from the people by 10 metres.  
Awkward for a congregation of six.  Past theology impinging on 
present practice. 

The 9.30 am family service in neighbouring Winsom has 13 
people (from a village with a population of 106) but no children.  
There are potential wedding couples at most services.  The Vicar 
will marry couples provided they attend local services regularly 
for six months.  Many do so, coming down from London, a 
couple of hours away, for example, and some maintain the links 
after the wedding. 

The well-attended 11 am Garden Festival service at Barnsley 
consisted of hymns and readings about the beauty of creation 
(from Genesis to Browning’s “Oh to be in England now that 
April’s here.”). Church and community hand in hand.

How did I cope with my first Sunday services?  I think I passed 
with, if not flying, at least at least fluttering colours. I missed 
the first segment of the modern Eucharist because it is a bit we 
simply don’t have in the NZ Prayer Book, and I forgot to put the 
chasuble on until administering communion, because only then 
did I notice it draped forlornly over the communion rail. Mary, 
my lay assistant, had invited Jenny to sit next to her; then Agnes 
arrived and said, “I always sit next to Mary.”  Jenny moved along.  
Afterwards Agnes invited us to supper.

Coffee from large thermos flasks after 11 am Matins (the old 
words flowed effortlessly from deep within my memory banks) 
is a friendly affair.  I think we are accepted.

Private baptism in the afternoon.  Eighty family and friends 
arrive.  We start 20 minutes late because of the difficulty of 
finding parking. Holding Hunniee-Louise firmly, I delve deeply 
into the enormous Norman font before I strike holy water.

We walk for two hours over farmland, along ancient walkways, 
through fields stocked with cattle, past a farmer ploughing. Why 
are we allowed this freedom, one not offered in New Zealand?  
Because these are paths that ordinary folk used for centuries to 
get to church and market. A freedom provided by tradition.

Like those ordinary folk, we reach Eastleach, with two churches 
a couple of hundred metres apart, because both local Norman 
families wanted their own chapels. One proudly proclaims: 
“Every Sunday, service at 11 am.  Morning Prayer or Holy 
Communion from the Book of Common Prayer.” 

One foot in the present and one in the past. It is both a delightful 
and disturbing bicultural experience.

This Other Eden
Waiapu News Editor, the Reverend Noel Hendery takes an ambivalent trip down rural English memory lanes.

Noel outside Bibury Church 
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By Jo Crosse, Children and Family Enabler

From the CaFE
Tell me about your family – Part III of a series focussing on StraNdZ vision for Children & Families

Where would you start?  Maybe you would talk 
about the people you live with, or your parents and 
siblings, or your aunts and uncles and cousins, or 

your grandparents and ancestors.  Even if we talked about the 
same collection of people our experience of family life would 
have a personal and unique dimension to it.  The one thing we 
can say universally about families is that they are all different!

In terms of the StraNdZ (National Anglican Children and 
Families Ministry) vision statements there is an assumption 
that families are the context in which children live and learn.  
Families are talked about in relation to children and vice versa, 
so there is an expectation that families will be intergenerational 
and interactive.  Family members will not necessarily live 
in the same household, but they will have regular on-going 
contact and involvement in each other’s lives. Potential 
models are numerous and diverse, and it is important for us 
to acknowledge and celebrate this range of expressions of 
family life, and to do everything we can to support each other.  

The final two aims from the StraNdZ vision are that every parish:

•	 Provides a faith community for children and families to be 
part of

•	 Provides support and education for families in sharing and 
living out the Christian faith with their children

There is another major assumption in these statements which 
is that we believe it is important for children to experience 
Christian faith and to learn from the example of faithful 
people in their homes and communities.  Our own faith tells 
us that sharing the gospel is a fundamental part of who we are 
as Christians.  It is our lives as individuals and as part of our 
community which become the example and the model by which 
others learn more about Christ.  We all need role models and 
examples to follow, and for children one of the most powerful 
influences will be their family.  As a parent I have had moments 

of great delight when my children have demonstrated some 
characteristic that has been important to us as a family, and also 
moments of horror when one of my bad habits surfaces in my 
offspring!  Much of our influence is unconscious and dependent 
on our own formation and development over the years.  

So how can the Church help families and children in their faith 
journey?

Being faithful role models:  children and families need to 
see us living out our faith in our everyday lives – in our 
interactions, in our attitudes, in our work and play, in our 
prayer and worship.  We need to be challenged and affirmed 
in our own faith so that we can do that for each other. 

Build relationships with families: get to know the families in 
your community by making the most of the connections we 
have already – through extended family, neighbourhood groups, 
community organisations, schools, playgroups, sports clubs.  

Expect that children and families will be an integral part of 
your faith community:  (even if that is not currently the case).  
Always have an area which is inviting for children with some 
suitable books and activities available, always be prepared to 
include children in worship (for example, through storytelling 
or a children’s talk or music, or activities), have appropriate 
food and drinks available for children whenever hospitality is 
offered, ensure that bathroom/toilet facilities are accessible, etc.

Be flexible about the ways you gather as a community:  with 
increasingly busy lives we need to be conscious of the 
challenges facing families and the importance of allowing 
space for them to spend quality time together.  At the same 
time we believe that the people of God need to gather 
together for worship so we have to be creative in the ways 
we do that, and to ensure that all are welcome and included.

Keep in contact: sometimes it seems as if families have chosen 
to stay away, but often there has been a change of circumstance 
which is temporary.  Families need to know that our support 
for them is not dependent on whether they attend services 
or events.  We need to keep them connected and ensure 
that they know they are valued as part of the community.

Look out for educational opportunities and resources:  families 
may appreciate some resources to help them in sharing faith with 
children at home.  ‘Faithbox’ is designed especially for families 
to use together, a new parenting course has been put together 
by Alpha which focusses on sharing stories and experiences of 
parenting, and there are numerous books and ideas available.

Children and their families are an integral part of our community.  
Our experience of God and our life as a Church are enriched by 
the diversity each person brings and by the interaction of many 
different ages, stages and cultures.  Reaching out to families 
and building relationships with them is essential for all of us.  
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Moments of Grace
Joy MacCormick reflects on her new book 

Vaughan Park has not only provided the opportunity to work 
on Moments of Grace but has enabled me to meet with other 

writers and poets, to share with them and learn from them, 
to be encouraged and challenged, to grow into a new sense 
of identity.  As one of them said ‘Vaughan Park Scholarships 
should come with a warning – ‘This experience may well 
change your life!’  It certainly has changed mine.

In 2008 when I went to Vaughan Park (the Auckland 
Diocese’s Retreat Centre) for three months as Residential 
Scholar I had no idea that this book would be the 

outcome - I had intended to write something completely 
different.  However, within the first two weeks of my time 
there several poems had emerged and the director, the Rev’d 
John Fairbrother, suggested that I abandon my original plan 
and work on opening up those, and any other poems I had 
written, with some comments linking them to scripture and 
leading into prayer or reflection.  Once I got over my initial 
resistance and accepted that if poetry was surfacing then it 
was just possible that this was what God intended me to do, 
the work began.  

I discovered that I could not write to demand – the poems 
came when and as they chose.  Sometimes I would become 
aware of a theme calling me, at other times it might be a 
phrase or a couple of lines.  Just occasionally an entire poem 
would present itself.  In one case I had been carrying two 
lines within me for about twenty years, trying unsuccessfully 
to weave them into something.  As I walked the beach at 
Long Bay one morning, they suddenly came alive and flowed 
into wholeness.  Later I would work on the comments and 
sometimes reword parts of the poem or re-arrange the lines.  
I still didn’t really believe it would become a book – let alone 
that it would be accepted by a recognised international 
publisher.

It seems to me that some things are just meant to be and 
when the time is right they emerge into reality.  My being at 

On Wednesday September 18th at 7pm at St John’s Cathedral 
in Napier there will be a launch of Joy’s book Moments of 
Grace – Reflections on meeting with God (with a foreword 
by Bishop David Rice, published by BRF (Bible Reading 
Fellowship).  

In the words of the editor (Naomi Starkey) ‘From desolation 
to celebration, loneliness to love, Moments of Grace offers 
a wealth of pithy and thought-provoking reflections on 
connecting with God, faith and the journey of life.  Poetic 
meditations are linked with questions for further pondering, 
to help the reader make links between head and heart, 
between what they believe, what they wrestle with believing 
and what they experience day by day.

Other comments on the book include:

‘These reflections come from a listening heart, a questioning 
mind, an attentive eye and an ear attuned to signals of the 
divine in likely and unlikely places’ 
[Nicola Slee, theologian and poet based at the Queen’s 
Foundation, Birmingham].

‘Moments of Grace is a treasure of a book, full of profound 
wisdom and honesty’.  
[Pat Marsh, writer and retreat leader, England].


